
* eUb hock ot surprise, that alter al
-incredible I i;npooeble1-Ughitred bail
positlvaly taken ber nt ber word, and
wasn't comiug back ut ail to-nigbt to
ber.

At that, the u8ual wouu'nly terror seixed
upon ber soul, lier heurt turued faint.
This was too 'terrible. Grcat heavcns,
vha.t bad she done? Had she tried Ugli-
tred too far, and bad ho really gone?7 Was
ho nover going to return to ber at ail ?
Uad bc sajd kood-bye iu earnes3 to ber
for ever and ever ?

Terrificdl at the thougbt, and weaik with
ecryiug, abc roue aud straggled down the
u&rrow fo&t1path toward the !urther cross-
ing. It iras getting late noiw, and Netta
by this time wa-s rcally frightened. She
wvished witb ail ber heurt she lbnda't sent
awny Ughtred-it it wem ouly fur th,
tramps: a man la sncb a comtort. Aiud
thon there was that drendful dog at
Iitton Court to pass. And Uglitred iras
goue ana nul tbe world wvus desolate.

Thinking tbeze things in a tuuwult of
fear tc, herselt, abhestaggered along the
path, fecling tired nît hart, and PoSitivelY
,il with remoryc and U-rrur. The colour

had laded 1ýow out o! ber Pretty red
checks. ler oyez, veo di» ànd ewolien
witb cryiug. She was almost hait glad
UghtrÉd couldu't see ber just thon, shoe
%vas sueh a. fright witb ber long sped!
of brooding. Even ber bright print dres
aud ber straw bat with the poppies lu
it, eouîdn't redeoni, abe feit sure, hor
palier aud ber wretcbedness. But Ugh-
tred was gone, aud the zvorîd .vas a-wiId-
erneas Aud ho2 would nover conie back,
and the dog nt Milton Court îvas ao
vicionus.

As sbc walked, or rather gioped ber
way (for she couldn't sec for cryiug> down
the patb by the hedge, nt oery stop she
grew faltor ,tnd taluter. Ughtred was
goue; aud the world wais a blank ; aud
tre *.vrt trampsand doge; aud it was
gettiug dark; iind she lovcd hlmn so much;
aud Mamma would bc 80 angry.

Turuing oven which thougbts îvith a
wh'iînling brain, for ahe w.as but; a girl.
alter ail, she reached the littie swing-
Rate that led to the railway, and pushoda
it aside with vague ntunbed baude, aud
stood glatiug vacautlv at the long curvod
fine lu front of her.

sudden shock stuuned and "iabled Àer.
Mad bull or çirunken man, tUey mtfght do
as they Iiked now. She was brulsed sud
shakon. She hadt no thought loft to ris&
or recover berseif. lier eyes closed hoavily.
Sho loat eouscionumes. Sho hait faiuted.
Sho Iost consciousness at once. She hadt
fainted on the lino, wlth the forceo f the
situation.

As for Ughtred, from bis scat on the
teleiraph poet on the aide o! tbe Uine live
hundred yards further up, ho saw her pause
hy tbe gate, then da8h across the rond,
thon stumble aud trip, then fa!! heavily
f orward. His heurt tame up lnto hie
,uouth at once nt the siglit. Oh, thani
beavon bchouia waited. Thank heaven ho
%vas near. She hait fallen across the lino,
and t 'train miglit corne along before che
could rise op again. She seemod hurt;, too.
ln a Irenzy oi suspense bo dartod forward
to Bave ber.

It took but a second for hlm to realiso
that ebe bad t allen, and was serlouBly huzt,
but in 'the course of that second, can as
ho roaliscd it ail, another aud more press-
ing terror seizcd him.

Hlarki1 what was that ? He listened and
thri!Ied. Oh no, too terrible. Tes, yos,

it must be-the rail-way, the railway! Iro
kuew 1*. H fe it it. Along the up lino,
on whieh Netta was lying, ho ILeard bu-

"«SIIE CRIE!) AND CRIE!)."

Suddenly, a noise, nase sharp in the
fipld behind ber. It was only a colt, to bo
mlte,. ditîturned ly ber approacb, daihing
,.Ldiy acroas bis paddock, as is the way
witbh youg horsu!Ic'sb. But to Netta it
rame na an indelinite terror, miagnifiait
te» thousand.fold by ber excited feelings.
She made a frentied dash for tho other
aide o! the railwav. What it wias abe

m,ér ot, -but Itiaor miglit b;, any-
thimg." -erer3tbizg,-mad huila, drunten

nié,' oo*adi vnabodsmutderers.

Oh1, hov coula Ughtred tver bave taken
lier at ber word, and loft ber likc ti :8,
alonc, -&nd lu the ecuing? It 'mas cruel,
it WZIB iked of hlm; she bated ta bo
diloys.î, aud yet sho toit in ben heurt it
wrax Almost unJiIEnly.

A% ahe rushed along irildly, nt the top o!
lier sprcd, ber littIe foot caught on the,
f irst rail. Beforeabc kucir what bad hap-
pentd, sbc bad falle» with bor body right
across the line. Faint and ternifled ai-
ready, wlth a thon.sand vague alarrns, the

<'IT WAS A TSzRRIBLE POSITIlON."?

blna hlm--oh, unzaistakable, unthinkable,
the tierce wbinr o! the express dashing
madly down upon hlm. Great heavens,
what could ho do ? The train was coming,
tho train was almost this moment npon
t'hem. Betoro ho could bave, time, to ruît
ivildly forward and mnatch Nctta fnom
whene aho Isy, fulli l ta path, a hoîIplens
weight, .lt would bave swept paft; him re-
sintleuly, and borne down uoa ber lîke
ligbtning.

The express was comiug-to crush Netta
te pleces..

In these awfnl moments men doiet
tbink: tbiey don't i-casa»; they don"t
ove'n realie what thoir action ineans;- thoy
simpiy set, aud act Instinctively. Ugb-


