From the RURAL NEW-YORKER of July sth, 1882,
Tur Manchester, regarding which we
have hitherto restrained any positive ex-
pression of opinion, is one of the most
desirable  strawberries we  have ever
raised, and-we have tested not less than
250 different kinds.  The only thing that
can be said against it is that it is « pis-
tillate, wnd must be grown near perfect-
tlowering sorts, which for many farmers
is attended with trouble or perhaps in-
convenience, Our plants are exceedingly
vigorous and productive. We have just
examined them and tind that each plant.
on an average, bears 16 peduncles or
flowering stems, and that each flowering
stem bears, on an average, 10 berries—
giving 160 berries to a plant, We beg
to emphasize that we are speaking of
arerage plants. On one plant we counted

22 peduncles and 220 berries in the vari-

ous stages from rvipe to just set. This
Lerry is firm, very uniform as to shape, |
which is vouniish conical ;—it ripens in
every part and averages above medium
as long as it remains in fruit. The qual-
ity when ripe is good, though, like the
Wilson, it is sour when it first colors—
a characteristic, it seems. of all excellent
market berries. It ripens with the Sharp-
less and after the Bidwell, * ¥ =
It thrives in a light, dry, sandy soil.
With us it thrives in a moist soil inclin-
ing o clay, Several years ago. {rom
our own tests, we spoke highly of the
Sharpless, and soon after its introduc-
tion, of the Cumberland Triumph, We
have never had occasion to regret this,
and we have now little fear that we shall
regret commending the Manchester to
our readers as the best market berry at
present known.



