Canada—Coal.

have to be supplied bastily under the
piessure of any threat of war. Such
a question would be fair matter for
dcliberation and decision at a colonial
wonference such as hus been proposed.

A fact may here be mentioned
which illustrates by contrast the singu-
lar advantage which the Empire pos-
sess¢s from the command ot abun-
dant coal on the Pacific. The great
American city of San Francisco, with
its extensive shipping and railway con-
nections, draws its chief supplies of
good coal from threz British sources
—Vancouver, MNew South Wales and
Great Britain itself. Curiously en.
ough the two disiant points compete
in furnishing this coal on practically
equal terms with Vancouver, which is
clos¢ at hand. Ships chartered to
carry wheat from the Pacific coast to
Europe from want of a return cargo
use coal as ballast in voyaging from
England or Australia, and are there-
fore able to deliver it in San Francisco
almost as cheaply as it is brought from
Vancouver. During the year 1892
San Francisco took about 6co,000
tons of Vancouver coal. The Ameri-
can steamship lines to China and Aus-
tralia use it almost exclusively. It
goes to the Sandwich Islands, to
Mexico, and many other points on the
Pacific, a circumstance whichindicates
~ow much Canada’s stake on that
ocean is increasing.

Another suggestive fact should be
mentioned. The American cruisers
employed in guarding the seal fish-
eries in the Behring Sea have taken
the larger part of their coal supplies
from Vancouver.
the principal mining company at
Nanaimo told me that he had thus
sent 5,000 tons to the Behring Sea for
the use of American ships. The
British cruisers were at the same time
using Welsh coal, to which the pre-
ference was given, not from any sup-
eriority in steaming qualities, but be-
cause it was a smokeless coal and
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cleaner. The admiral stated that he
could see American ships several
miles further than they could see him.
The advantage of such a coal in time
of war is obvious, but in war time the
only coal obtainable would probably
be that near at hand. I shall have
occasion, however, to speak of smoke-
less coal again.

The Vancouver mines furnish the
Canadian Pacific Company with fuel
for their fast steamship service toChina,
and Japan and for their railway service
to the summit of the Rockies. With-
out these mines the Transcontinental
Railway and its ocean connections—
in other words, the new postal, com-
mercial, and military route to the East,
could scarcely be an acconiplished
fact. Inthe West, then, as well as the
East, on the Pacific as on the Atlantic,
Canada’s coal measures are so placed
as to give the greatest possible advan-
tage for external and internal com-
munication for the prosecution of
commerce in times of peace, and for
its defence in time of war. And sure-
ly vast coal”ineasures lying behind
defended or defensible ports must be
of more permanent worth than mere
coaling stations which have to draw
all their supplies across wide seas.

We may now consider how the coal
supplies of the coast are supplemented
by those of the interior.

An important coal area has lately
been opened up in the Rocky Moun-
tain district. A few miles from Banff,
and scarcely a hundred yards from
the line of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, a mine of anthtacite coal is being
worked. Many outcrops of the same
deposit are found northward and
southward along the line of the
Rockies in British Columbia. It re-

"presents, I believe, the only true an-

thracite coal which has yetbeen found,
or, at any rate, worked, in America
westward of Pennsylvania. It con-
tains a large amount of fixed carbon
than the Pennsylvanian coal, burns



