72

THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

——————

For tho samo reason that it is proper to
free tho young plants from weeds when the
coronal roots bogin to ehoot, I hold it to be
a ddoubtful practice, thenmy to sow grass
seeds.

If the ensuing fortnight be mild and moist,
the young clovers and grasses will have put
forth feaves, which are so many millions of
mouths, breathing the atmosphere at the ex-
ponse of the wheat plants, besides taking
frow them much nourisliment.

I had a remarkable instance of this on my
farm last seavon. A field of wheat was
looking beautiful after the first hocing, I
had eown a large portion of artificial grasses
over it, imagining the coronal roots would
gain ground over them 3 but a fortnight of

anial weather wrought a sad change,—the
itle grasses came on charmingly, but the
poor wheat changed in a “yellow and set-
tled melancholy,” and never recovored it-
self—the ground had been so wall manured
that the sample proved fine, but the crop did
not reach twenty-six boshels per acre,
where I should have obtained forty, and the
gtraw was short of half its length.

The result was different by sowing the
grass secds at the second hoeing, which 1
tried in another field, a fortnight or three
weeks additional growth having enabled the
coronal roots to take a tirm hold of the soil;
nor did the crop appear to receive a check
at the period when the grass seeds develop-
ed themselves.

The produce, in this case, was only thirty-
five bushels per acre; but that the grass
did not suffer here is proof, by the beautiful
sample, I venture to call ity of the variety,
Q'alavera Belyualis.

» Iam inclined to think it a faulty practice
at hest, to sow grass seeds of any descrip-
tion amonig wheats, which appear to me to
¥eceive all the nourishment the soil can af-
ford them. I am prosecuting an experiment
accurately to ascertan the truth of this,
which, if this paper has not proved interest-
ing, I may hereaiter have the honour of re-
porting to you.

By referring to Specimen No. 7, it will
be seen that the grain having been grown
superficially, or on the broad cast system,
by a neighbour, and merely lightly harrow-
ed in, the coronal and semma{l; roots appear
crowded together, so, as it is presumed, to
identify in some sort their offices, which, by
the ather mode, appear to be kept separate.
‘This is a subject for further enquiry, as no
positive conclusion has been arnved at; but
as far as the structure of the plant seems to
be a guide, it would appear to be clear that
in certain sca%ons, and under particular
states of the atmosphere, this crowding of
the roots must prove prejudicial. The ob-
servation is made in order to invite atten-
tion to this point, in the hope that some en-
quiring mind will be led to make experi-
ments on the subject.

In the collection now on the table,amount-
ing to about 200 varieties, or subvarieties,
is a fine selectinn of wheats, which I receiv-
ed from AMr. Landon which I areatly value,
ascoming from an ndwvidual so unwearied
and so distinguished for his admirable la-
bours. ‘They were grown by Mr. Vilmorin
of Paris, and presented by him to Mr. Lan-
don, and, as a classification, illustrative of
the vanieues described in the © Maison Rus.
tique,”” are invalnable. I grew every sort
last year. Some have greatly increased n
size, being eixht or ning inches long, two
or three caes longer than their orginal
tipes ; but the maist weather which prevail.
ed at the pericd of riperung, discoloured them
50 much 25 to destroy their beauty, and al-
most their resemblance to the parent.

< LeCOUTEUR.”

Watcerproof Boots and Shocs.

—;

The Thanks of the Socicty of Arts were voled
to Mr. William Rey, 111, London Wall,
Jar his method of constructing Waterproof
Boots and Shoes, 1841,

The leather is made waterproof by apply-
ing to one or both sides, according to the
part of the shoe for which it is requireq, a
golution o caontahouo in turpentine and
linseed oil. The upper leather is lined to
any required”height with chamois leather,
coated on one side with the solution, and is
sewed together with its lining, to the welt
and inside sole. The under side of this sole,
the welt, and the stitches, are theh saturat.
ed with the solution, and a middle sole, coat-
ed on both sides, is_put on, in lieu of the
offal or filling of refuso leather, which is
usually employed. ‘The whele is then cov-
ercd with the under soley coated on the in-
side.

Farmers above all other classes, requue
waterproof shoes and boots, being constant-
ly exposed to wet in the feet, that is so inju-
vious to health. The method recommended
is worthy of fair trial.
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¢ Agriculture Is the great art which every governmient
ougnt 10 pratect, every proprictor of lands to practice,
audevery Inqulrer into nawre Improve “—Dr. Joknsan.

Toronto, May, 1842.

The System of English Agricnl-

tarc Suitable to Canada.
As it is possible that some of the Subseribers
to this Periodical, may be of opinion, that
the system of agriculture practiced in the
British Isles, might not be so suitable for
this country, as the system of the neighbour-
ing states of the Union, we think it may be
neces~ary to submit our own views on the
subject for consideration.

Afier a practical experience of agriculture
in the old country for several years, and a
residence in this country of near twenty-
four years, during all which period, we have
been engaged in the same business; we
are firmly persuaded, that the more closely
we adopt the most approved system of agri-
culture practiced in the British Isles, (with
the exception of turnip growing to the same
extent), the better and more profitable will
be our crops, and stock of every description.
This is an opinion that has not been lightly
formned, or adopted frem prejudice. We
candidly state, that we attribute our defici-
ent and weeddy crops, and the mixed and
inferior quality of our cattle and sheep, to
no other cause but that of our not adopting,
and pracusin; the Enghsh system of hus-
bandry. We state further, that the most
approved modes of cpltivation practiced in
the British Isles, in the production of wheat,
burléy, vats, rye, peas, putatoes, turnips, car-
rotg, parsmps, clover, and other artificial

grasses, and the management of meadows
and pastures generally, would to the very
best and most per{ect modes that could be
adopted in British America.

Tt any farmer adopt the English plan of
preparing land for wheat, or any othes grain
crop that is grown in that country ; let him
sow the sted in the same manner; and
weed, hoe, and manage the crop as they do
in England, and if he does not succeed in
raising a better crop, than by any different
practice, wo shall give up all claims to prac.
tical agricultural experience. We make an
exception in regard to sowing fall wheat n
Canada East, as, from the severity of the

“winters in that part of the Province, it some.

times partially fails. We believe, huwever,
that if sown in proper time on well prepar-
edsummer fallow, and lightly covered with
the plough, it might succeed as well in that
part of the country as in Canada West. At
any time wa would most willingly try an
experiment with any of the crops we have
mentioned, and adopt the English mode of
cultivation and management throughout,
against any mode of practice of purely Ame-
rican origin, and we confidently anticipate
that the English mode will be proved to be
the best, most successful, and profitable.—
English practice is often adopted partislly,
and not followed up to perfection. This js
the true cause of its failure. It is only by
following up, from the first time a field or
parcel of land, is brought under arablo cul.
ture, the Inglish practice of ploughing,
draining, manuting, sowing, weeding, hoe-
inyr, and harvesting, that we can reasonably
expect the same results they obtain in Bri-
tuin. Though we mak.e selections from the
English practice of husbandry, int preference
to the practice of any other country, we
shall be cautious not to offer any informa.
tion that would have the slightest tendency
to lead inexperienced farmers into ersor.—
As to farmers who are more competent than
ourselves, they will be able to ‘udge for
themselves, and act upon our suggestions
as they may deem proper. Turnip growing
enters largely nto the Britich system of ag-
riculture, and 15 found the most profitable
part of it. This part of their system
we cannot profitably adopt te the same
extent, neither would it be necessary for us
in the present state of our thin population.
Large quantitics of turnips could not be safe-
ly or profitably stored here, to feed cattle in
our severe winters, and as we have not
many cities or towns to supply with fresh
meat, we can without difficulty, winter feed
a more than full supply for all demands,
with our inferior grain and reot crops, to a
reasonable extent. In no country would it
pay to stall feed cattle for the purpose of
salting the beef, and exporting it in thet
state. Itis only to supply markets with
fresh meat, that fattening cattle in the win-
ter can pay; they must be grass fed for any
other purpose. We trust that this explana.
ton will be deemed sufficient by the Sub.
scribers to this paper. It shall be our un.
ceasing endeavour to make The Cultirator



