R TEE . INSTRUCTOR.

Defective Education.

The following extract, from & lectyre recently read before the .
chanic's Institute, St, John, by H. W, Frith Esq., is to the point:—

I proceed now to notice some of tie many props with which we shore dp
Empiriocsm: I.mention first—Defactive Education, producing Prejudice, or
-pre-judging, a very stronghold of Empiriziam, the very baneof Truth.

By defactive educatipn 1 mean not morely lack of Latin and Greek, or short-
-comings in reading, writing aud arithmetic ; not so mach a want of the School-
master abroad, at of s lutle philosophy at home, Education is not got by swal-
Jowing a Dictipnary, or .even a firat rate classical hibrary. Thore are wells full
with water that cannat be wsod: aggs with meat that cannot be caten. It is onc
thing to be learned, mnother to bs wise. DBut parents and pedagogues think
they are doing their utmost for children, by slufing, when they ought to bo ex-
ercising, their minds, by cramming in everything, and drawing out nothing;
.by giving such qnantities to think abopt, that the popr creatpres have no ohance

to think. Or, by another error, they cultivate gnd force ane faculty at the ex-

pense of anothex; polish elabomle!y the mind and neglect the heart; or over
stimulate the perceptive organs and deaden the reflective. In the firat instance
they produce, perchance, a very well got up machine—but only a machine. In
the second—tl.atmost horrible, because most unnatural of all 'hmvs—-precocaty

In neither instance .2 Max. In the former you will have propriety for inde-
pendence of characteg,, orth,odotg tor reality, .conservatism  {or self reliance, can-~
.ventionality for origipality; in the latter yon will have cleverness for commen
sonsa; wit instead of reverence; selfishness for goodness; doclamation for
Jogic; success for virtue. In the one you get the fit subject for Empiricism.~~
In the otl.er the Empiric. In nejther case TRUTE.

A you g man, half educated, as the first, accustomed to take his father's
word for averything, and sedalopsly tanght a few ancestral maxims &s the very
essence - [ truth,instead of being made to bring all things to the test of candid
criticism, before f@g his judgment—come out into the world to find his
ideas ridicaled, his authorily disputed, his logmas shivered—the chances ares he
.becomes cither & recluse or a.sceptic. It is a phenomenon often quoted, thas the
chuldren of cleraymen and the most atraxght—\aced parents freguently turn oat
the worst. It is one casily accounted for, Habituated to have others think for
them at home—when they enter the world the habit continues, aad what they
-will be, depends mainly.on the associates among whom they may be thrown..

A young man, half ejucated, asthe second, comes ,early into the weorld .1n-
_tolexant, neady, impetnons. Ahead he must go ; 1n eome new courss if possible,
.and his parts bexng unequally deve]oped, he cannot go struxghr. ; 80, fast and
crookea Tie scon rans of the track, and leaves room for a Better man. Prema-
ture ripeness must yosult in'premsture Jecay.

Let those who would stay Empiricism and promote Truth, edacate slowly ;
nature gives plenty of time. Educate fully—the heart as well as the mind;the



