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I)efectiVe Educaion.
The following e.xtrnct, from a lecitre recently rend before the M,.

chanic':s Institute, St. John, by FI W. Frith Esq., is l the point:-
I proceed now to notice some of the many props with which we shore tïp

Empiricism: I,mention first-Defsective Education, p-roducing Prejudie, or
.pre-judging, a very strongbold ofEnipiri im, the very bane of Truth.

By defective education 1 niesn nlot merely lack of Latin and Greek, or short-
comings in reading, writilig and arithmetic; not so much a, want of the School-
master abread, as of a itttle philosophy at home., Education is not got by swal-
lowing a Dictipnary, or aven a first rate olassical lbrary. Thore are wells fa11
with water that cannot be scd: aggs with meat that tannot be caten. It is one
thing to be learned, another to be Wise. But parents and pedagogues thinc
they are doing theiruttnost for children, by stt.ffing, when they ought te be ex-
ercising, their minds, by cramming in everything, and drawing out nothing;
.by giving such qµantities to thinc abopt, that the popr creatpre.s have no chance
to think. Or, by another error, they cultivate and force one faculty at the ex-
peise ofanother,; pplish elaborately the Aind a.nd negltet the heait , or over
stimulate the perceptiTe orgnns and deaden the reflective. l the first instanne
they produce, perchance, a very weà got up machine-but onfly a machine. In
the second-tl.at,most horriblç, because most unnatural -ofAll things-precocity.
In neither instance .a MAy. In the former you will bave propriety for inde.
pendence of charactez;,,orthodoxy for reality,.con9eryctitp, for self rellance, cott

,Tentionality for originality; in the latter yop will have cleverness for cotpmsn
sans«; wit inste4d >f rqverence; selfishness for gooness; doclamiation- for
.logic; success for.virtue. In the oxne you get the fit subject for Empiricistp.-,
.In the oth er the Empiric. In nether caise TIT-r.

A you tg man, lialf educated, as the first, accustoned to take his fpther'a
word for averything, and seduloesly tagght a few ancestral maxims as the very
essence - f truth , instead of being made to bring all things te the test of candid
criticism, before bÇßig his judgment-come out into the world to find his
ideas ridiculed, his autLoriy disptedJIis ;Iognas jhivered-;he chances are he
.becones either a recluse or a.sceptic. It is a phenomenon often guoted, that the
children of clergymen anA. the most straight-laced parents freguently turn out
the woi-t. It is one easily accounted for. Habituated to have others think for
them at home-when they enter the world the habit continues, and what they

.will be, depends mainly.n the associates among whom they may be thrown..
A, young mai, half edacwgt, as the second, comes ,epr1y into.the WQr.id .i-

.toleant, heady, impetuoa. Ahead he tmust. go ; in some new çourse f poss».le,

.and his parts being unequally developed,, he cannot go straight ; no, fast and
crookei, lie adon ruans of the track,'àa leaves room for a 5etter man. Prema.
ture ripeness must éesult in*prematurb decay.

Let those who would stay Empiricism and promote Truth, educate slowly
nature gives plenty of time. Educate ftlly-the heatt as weIl as the mind;the


