
Recent Fiction

Marriott-Watson. DIOGENES OF LONDON.
Stories and Skci cs. Uy II. IJ. Marrioit-VVaTSON. 232

pp., crown 8vo, buckram, Cs.

' There is ahuri'Lint cleverness in the volume, especially in the " fantasies,"

which are often fresh in conception and vivid in general elVuct. . . . VVc may
add that the typography is deliKhtfiil.'—Ciolu:

' Mr. Watson's merits arc unmistakable and irresistible.'—J^/ar.

'Mr. Marriott-Watson is a very charminn writer. . . . fUit there is more in

him. He has power; and in the way of incident we have read nothing more
full of strength than "The Stroke of One," which is the second fantasy, or

sketch. . . . Kach one of these little things is good work ; and each one is full

of promise for the writer. For the man wh<> can so cleaidy polish a little ^em
will prol)al)ly find his work presently in the cutting of a really great stone into

its proper brilliance.'

—

Canity Fair.
' A clever book and an interesting one.'—-9/. Jntnes's Gazette.

' Most of the sketches exhibit remarkable literary ability.'

—

ll'eekly Sun,
' Mr. Marriott-Watson has a manner in this book which is all his own, a

manner which quickens curiosity, a manner which will in all probability irritate

sundry of its readers from fretfulness to choler and from choler to frenzy; but

which, on the other hand, will stir in lovers of letters pulsations of pleasure and
of something more than pleasure. His style is true artistically; it has an aptnes.s,

a precision, a beauty of its own, which cnange its afToctation and its ijuamtness
into richness and strangeness, iiy all those who delight in the uses of words,
who rate the exercise of prose above the exercise of verse, who rejoice in all

proofs of its delic.icy and its strengih, who believe that Knglish prose is chief

among the moulds of thought, by these Mr. Marriott-Watson's book will be
welcomed. '

—

National Obse>i>er.

Norris. A DEPLORABLE AFFAIR. By W. E.
NORRIS, Author of 'Marcia,' 'His Grace,' etc. With Six
Ilkistrations by Leslie Urookk. 215 pp., crown 8vo, 3s. 6(1.

[J^cady.

'What with its interesting story, its graceful manner, and its perpetual good
humour, the book is as enjoyable as any that has come from its author's pen.'

—

Scotsman.
' " A Deplorable Affair" comes from the light and graceful pen of Mr. W. E.

Norris. The story is daintily told, and it goes without saying that the
characters are sufficiently individualised. The book is a pleasant and readable
one. It is more ; it is a work of art.'

—

Scottish Leader.
' Here, as usual, Mr. Norris is admirably restrained, slily humorous, softly

satirical, crisp and clear in his style; none of his people are prodigies, and they
never oscillate between heroics and platitude. The old bookseller who is

supposed to tell the story is a really notable bit of self-portraiture.'

—

Neivcastlt
Chronicle.

•"A Deplor.ible AfHiir." By W. E. Norris. This delicate vignette of
passion, doubt, mist.iken identity, innocence under a cloud, and happy
rectification of all troubles, is one of Mr. Norris's smallest works, but it is full

of his best qualities— his gentle cynicism, his easy mastery of literary form,
and his true and restrained emotion. It is a chapter out of real life, and the
garrulous, inquisitive old bookseller, with the heart of gold, who is supposed to
tell it, is a remarkably pleasant companion. And as for the autocratic old-
maiden aunt, who makes and mars, and then makes again, the fortunes of the
young people who passed through "The Deplorable AflTair," she is a very
delightful personage indeed, and we should like to have seen more of her.*- -

Bradford Observer.
' A very short one-volume novel, written with all Mr. Norris's accustomed

skill and charm of style.'

—

Vanity Fair.

METHUEN & CO., 18 BURY STREET, LONDON, W.C.


