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LOKING FOR THE TEST

Naval Constructors Tiagerly Await
the Result of a Meeting of
Modern Fleets.

Latter Day Appliances of Naval
Warfare to Have Their First
. Serious Trial.

All the world will watch intently for
a great naval battle, because the ma-
chinery for fighting upon the sea, which
has been devised and developed in the
last thirty years, has never been put to
a serious test. The iron steamship-was
the product of a period of the civil
war, and the armor-clad war vessel, with
its terrible armaments, is a later out-
growth, which had- its germ in the Erics-
son monitor.

First the new warship was an “iron-
clad,” and assumed unwieldly propor-
tions. The British Inflexible, which was
laynched in 1876, carried a belt 24 inches
thici, and the huge battleships of Italy
of a little later date were protected with
22 inches of iron armor. That was also
the day of guns of enormnous weight and
huge- caliber 100 tons and 12 inches o?
powder these monstrous engines hurled
solid shot or the spherical -shell from
their sme«oth-bore throats, down which
the charge had been crammed. The
first notable change was in the lighten-
ing and hardening of the armor plates
by giving it a steel face. Then the
cheapening of steel by the Bessemer
process of manufacturing led to its ad-
option as the sole material f8r armor
bglts, and the Harvey process and the
Krupp gas process came to give its
surface a hardness and toughness never
before attained.

This improvement in armor plates,
giving better protection with diminished
weight, accompanied by new inventions
in boilers and engines, made possible
a much higher speed and greater facility
in handling vessels of vast size. . Out of
of this advance in the construction of
ships came the fast cruiser, armered
almost as effectively as the battleship,
but not so heavily armed. Had t
process been only in means of protection,
the warships would have become prac-
Kgally invuinerable to each other’s wea-

ns. But while ingenuity was expend-
ed upon armor plates and propolling ma-
chinery, the armament was not ne-
glected.

The cast-iron gnn, with its smooth
bore, loading at the muzzle, became
a thing of the past. Cheapened steel
became the chief material of naval ord-
nance, first as a core within a jacket of

body of the deadly tub2. The problem
was a distribution of the strain through-
out the substance of the gun to avoid
bursting from the heavy charges used
and forged steel effected this best. But
the strain did not come alone from the
explosion of heavy charges of powder;
the explosives themselves were greatly
increased in power. The dominating
purpose was to give velocity and force
to the projectile and this necessitated
the utmost streength in the gun. The
tremendous force of the explosive and
the t@mble velocity of the shot through
the rifled bore made length of gun a ne-
cessity, and this compelled the breech-
loading devices which ingenuity did not
fail to provide: Nor did the progress
stop here. The projectiles shared in"
the improvement. They became elong-
ated in form, taperi{.\g to ' a -point, they
were made of forged and hardened steel,
to escape breaking or flattening, and to
enable them to perforate armor plate,
and they carried bursting charges to lend
destructiveness - when they penetrated
the enemy’s armor.

Year after year the emulation of in-
ventors strove for improvement in ene
factor or another of the great problem
of naval warfare, while no naval hattles
took place, and each new battleship or
cruiser was supposed to show some fresh
advance. The gun *“built up” from
hoops of steel, and even made of wire,
would bear the strain of a more powery
ful explosive or a heavier charge, so
that the most deadly projectile could
be hurled with a torce to crush the
strongest - barrier at the distance of
miles, but around the “vitals” and the
armaments..of s_hips was wrapped armor
of ever-increasing power or resistence.
Then the insidious enemy of armor-clads,
the ugly and venomous torpedo, was pro-
vided, with a craft of its own, capable.
of accompanying fleets upon the ocean
and darting forth to deal its deadly
blows. This developed the use of the
secondary armament of rapid-fire guns
of small calibre, using “fixed ammuni-
tion” for quickness of loading, and of
machine guns to hurl their rattling
charges at the pestilent small craft of
the enemy. .

During all this time, tests have been
almost wholly experimented without the
conditions of aetual battle.  Armeor
plate has been tried in the form of huge
targets set up on shore or on floats,
and guns, explosives and projectiles
have been tried by firing at such targets.
Force, velocity, resistance, all the
scientific' and mechanical factors could
thus be gauged under controlable condi-
tions. In ful manoeuvees machin-
ery and the handling of vessels and
theoretical elements could be put to a
kind of test, but, after all, who could
tell how this vast and comp'iciited ma-
chinery, handled by men better 4r worse
trained, was going to act ir the fierce
controversy of war until it had an actual
itrial where all the factors would bhe
tested? Nothing of ihe kind has Fap-
pened since the rivalry began hetweea
means of attack and means of protection
in the fighting machines of the sea, out of
which the modern fleet has been evoly-
ed.

Now, the armor of the hauldesaips is
10 or 12 inches ihick, *asteil- of I8 to
24, -and the heavicst guns rarely have
a caliber exceeding 12 inches, where
-once they had 16, bnt the resistance: of
the armor plate is greater than cver be-
fore, and the power of the lovyr breech-
loading rifle, handled by machinery, s
something not dreamed of by the last
generation. ' The tiubalar bhoilers, ihe
foroed draught of the fursace, the triple-
expansion engines. give xpeel mnattain-
able in times past, nod a »eadie~ hand-
ling of the ship, and alez“riciry adds ats
subtle power of the wourk'ng of signals
and the minor devices o fthe compley
mazainery of war. 'Uhe naval haitle of
the least moment in  the Jast thirty
years can pe eounied upoa the fingzers
of one hand, and they afforded no test
of this machinerv,

In the somewhat famdus battle be-
tween the navies of Chili and Peru in
1879 the Huascar was caught between
two fires from the Blanco Enecalada and
the Almirante Cochrane and forced to
surrender, but were these vessels
of the primitive .days of armorclads? The
Huascar was of but 2,100 tons displace-
ment and ‘a s of eleven knots and
the armor plates were but 4 inches thick
on her hull and 5% on her gun turrets.

ment of only 3,480 tons each and a speed

of thirteen kaots. Their armor plate

was 9 inches thick on the sides, tapering

to 41% at the ends, while the centra] bat-

tery was surrounded by an 8-inch shield.

The heaviest guns in the fight ‘were 9-

inch muzzle-loaders. This was no test

of the modern fighting machine. i
The British reduction of the forts of|
Alexandria in 1882 was an equally one-

sided and indecisive affair. here were

practically no harbor defenses'in the bay,

and the forts on shore were comparative-

ly flimsy and their ordnance was infer-

ior to that of the British fleet, in which

the most formidable vessel was the old

Inflexible, with her 24 ‘inches of iron ar-

mor and her 16-inch guns. "It was only

a question of opening fire and keeping it

up until the place gave way. In the

French bombardment of Foo-Chow in

1884 inferior vessels were engaged, and
the Chinese resistance was xmpotent.;
They, had few torpedoes, but used them

without effect. The next evemt worth:
noting in naval warfare is the revolt of

Admiral Mello against the authority of
President Peixoto of Brazil in the har-;
bor of Rio Janeiro, September, 1893. |
Mello had command of the Aquidaban, al
battleship of 4,950 tons, with a com-

pound armor belt (iron faced with steel)

11 inches thick, and a principal arma-!
ment of 9-inch guns. With him were the!
Almirante Tamandare, an unarmored |
cruiser of 4,465 tons’ displacement and'!
light armament, some small cruisers and

gunboats, and three torpedo boats. The
navy faithful to Peixoto was inferior
and scattered abroad at-the time, but be-
fore the conflict was over, in March,

1894, he got together a fleet containing
the rather heavily armored and armed
Riachuelo of 5,700 tons, the unarmored
Benjamin Censtant, 2,750 tons, and sev-
eral smaller vessels. But the contest was
for the possession of ports and points on
shore, and there was no direct engage-
ment between the naval forces.

The nearest approach to a test of naval
fighting appliances came in the battle of
the Yalu, or of Hai-Yan-Tau, in the war
between China and Japan, in 1895, but
how far that came from being a serious
test can be seen by briefly recalling the
events and the forces engaged, China
had two rather powerful barbette ships,
the Ting Yuen and the Chen Yuen, of
7,330 tons each, with 14-inch armor belts,
and 3-inch protective steel decks, and a
heavy armament of 12-inch guns. - With
these were three much smaller armored
ships—less than 3,000 tons each—and
three still smaller cruisers and gunboats
and a small flotilla of torpedo boats.

The largest vessels in the Japanese
fleet were three unarmored cruisers of
4,227 tons each and their heaviest ord-
nance consisted of 6-inch guns. There
were three armored vessels with these—
one of 3,718 tems, with a 7-inch armor
belt and some 9.4-inch guns; one of 2,-
450 tons, 41%-inch armor belt and no guns
over 4.7-inch calibre, and the 'third of
2,200 tons, 4%-inch armor and small guns
ouly, There was also a van squadron of
four unarmored vessels, only one of
which was of considerable size (4,150
tons). This one’ carried no guns over 6-
inch ealibre, but there were two gun-
beats, each of which had two 10.2-inch
guns. The naval machinery of the Chi-
nese was superior to that of Japan, but
it was ill-supplied with ammunition and
badly handled. Each ship acted in@e-
pendently, while the Japanese squadron
was direeted as a whole and operated
with coolness and skill. The Chinese
lost five vessels out of fourteen and the
Japanese fleet was little damaged. Te
the nqval attack upon Port Arthur there
was Jjttle resistance, while at Wei-Hai-
Wei there was a desperate effort at de-
fense on the part of the remnant of the
Chinese fleet, but it was hopeless. The
Ting Yuen, with two smaller vessels, was’
sunk, and the Chen Yuen and six smal-
levr ones were captured. The Chinese
pavy were practically annihilated, and
yet Japan did not have a single battle-
ship or an armored cruiser of the first-
class nor any of the latest naval ord-
nance and gun appliances. The havoc
was done with the ordinary shot and
shell. Japan had no  torpedoes, and
CPhina made no effective use of hers,
though ' three trials were made in the
battle of Hai-Yan-Tau.

So the navies of Spain and of the
United States, which rank in power far
below those of Great Britain and France,
but which -contain some of the latest
and best armored warships, confront
each other for the great experiment that
may test the fighting machinery of mod-
ern warfare on the sea. \ But the ad-
option of all these mechanical forces and
devices makes a new demand upon the
qualities of men. They need as much
as ever coolness, courage and endurance,
but impetuous dash and fury and the
prowess of sheer physical vigor must give
place to mental qualities involving know-
ledge and aptitude for directing mechan-
ical applianees, with the ready resource
os brau} keyed up to emergy, but free
from blinding passion. The machine is
less than the man controlling and direct-
ing it, and the revolution in naval war-
fare will give a fakt advantage to a peo-
ple trained to material alertness and
clearness and apt in the invention and
hqndhqg of mechanical devices.—A. K.
Fiske in New York Times.

 PROTECTING PACK HORSES.

Canadian Police Make the Klonilikers
Treat Their Horses Humanely.

G. L. Cline, of Tacoma, who was a
passenger from Dyea by the Seattle
has been rumning a pac_ktrain on the
trail for a long time. He was over ot
Lagk Bennett on May 26 and says that
he is sure by the state of the ice then
that navigation on the lakes cannot open
before June 12. He and his partners
have a barge loaded with twenty tons
of supplies at Bennett .and expect to
start it down the river by then. The
authorities on the Dyea trail made a
raid on shell game men at Canyoy City
on' the 27th and cleaned out twelve of
them. Speaking of the way horses were
treated on the trail Mr. Cline said thdt
there was far more cruelty to the pack
anjmals than there was any necessity
for. eH pointed to six of his own he
had on the steamer and said they had
been in use for a long time and yet were
in nearly as good condition as when he
had started them to work. Incidentally
he paid a neat little compliment sto the
way the Canadian police put a stop to
brutality to animals.. Mem might be as
cruel as possible to their pack horses on
the American side of the trail but just
as soon as they got into Canadian juris-
diction, the provincial and mounted po-
lice at once saw that all pack animals
were humanely treated  and with a firm

stopped any cruel treatment to the
horses, i
A WISE MOTHER.

WHI always have a well-tried and reliable
remedy in the house for scalds and burns,
as accidents are liable to oceur at any
time without warning.  Griffith’s Magic
Liniment stops the burning sensation in-
stantly and produces that soothing and
coolf gensation, a virtue possessed only
by this remedy. No home should be with-
out it. All druggists, 25 cents.

————

It was all the photographer’s fault that
Miss Vanderdecken didn’'t marry. She
looked beautiful in the portrait she sent
out to India, and all the men In her broth-
er-in-law’s regiment were raving about
her till somebody spied out at the back
of the photo what that silly camera fel-
low had written. “The original is careful-

The two Chilian cruisers had a displace-

.

jal Notes.
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Our Chilliwack correspondent writes
as follows: Mr. Vedder, M.P.P., return-
ed from Victoria the day that disselu-
tion took place. A few days after Mr.
Forster joined him here. It seems Mr.
Vedder’s position here is somewhat sim-
ilar to Mr. Forster’s in the Delta. The
electors of Delta to get rid of Mr. Fors-
ter nominated Mr. John Oliver of Mud
Bay and now Mr. Vedder’s late friends
are trying to nominate Mr. Charley
Munroe, but Mr. Vedder will have none
of it. ‘He imagines he is entitled to the
nomination and after this all -will be plain
sailing for him, but he reckons without
his host. The people here will not re-
turn an oppositionist. The majority say
that they have patiently waited for the
opposition to develop into statesmen and
are sadly disappointed. What they want
this time is a member whom they can
look to for something and make their
wants known to the government, and not
go there simply to obstruct legislation,
as our member unfortunately has done.
We have chosen a candidate that will
fl1 the bill, at least the majority- think
we have, in the person of our premier,
Hon. J. H. Turner. Not long ago at one
of the regular meetings of the friends of
the present government Mr. Turner’s
name was laid before the electors pres-
ent, and all were asked to express their’
opinion, for or against his*can_dxdature
which' they did with no uncertain spund
in his favor. A committee was appointed
to draft a requisition asking that hon.
gentleman to allow us to place his name
in nomination, which was ~ done, and
every elector present at;nched his name
to it. thereby pledging himself to support
him in case we could get him to aceept
the nomination. Since then the electors
are coming from aM parts of the riding

even those who were suppose_d to be un-
friendly to the administration are in
sympathy with the movement, some of

ing Mr. Turner by acclamation.

Under date of May 30, H. Macklin
sends the following from Galiano:

“Qf two evils choose the least” was the
remark made at a so-called convention
held on Salt Spring Island a few weeks
ago for the purpose of selecting a can-
didate to oppose the present member,
Mr. J. P. Booth, at the coming election.
In explanation of this it may be said

& Sidney railway, was chosen at that
meeting to represent the people, a prom-
inent opposition gentleman gave vent to
his disapproval by telling his friends that
whilst: he was always opposed to Mr.
Booth on political grounds he would as-
suredly give him his support in the poli-
tical arena in preference to aiding a
party who is not cognizant of the .needsf
of settlers and whose interest in island
affairs would gradually diminish should
'he be chosen as a representative. As a
member Mr. Booth has made a record
which, if scrutinized, would show an en-
tire absence of any desire to advance
one section of his district at the expense
of another. He is an advanced thinker,
maintaining a deal of independence
wkich enables him to support such meas-
ures as he believes to be in the best in-
terest of the country, and he is now
stronger and more popular with his con-
stituents than he has ever been, Notwith=
sta g united though futile efforts.
of the oppesition party in this district to
make the electors believe the present
government will shortly lese the reins
of power, and what Mr. Booth will meet
with an overwhelming defeat, this im-
plied prediction is being undermined and
ridiculed by honest and just criticism
and like an iceberg floaitng south the
prophecy will gradually melt away. Tpe
political outlook to-day in the North Vie-
toria district is most assuring to the
present government party. The farmers
in the digtrict are not ungrateful and the
branch of legislation which the present
administration have recently enacted to
ascsist in the development of the agricul-
tural interests#bf the province will be ap-
proved of and heartily endorsed. The
needs of the agricultural community have
been elosely watched and as a result the
isauguration may be chronicled of Farm-
ers’ Institutes, Agriculaural Credit As-
scciations, Fruitgrowers’ Association,
Provincial Board of Horticulture, Dairy-
men’s Association act, Flockmasters’ As-
sceiation and other classes of legislation
of equal importance to the farmers.

“The legitimate success of the govern-
ment in grappling with the needs of a
district has been accomplished by adopt-
ing meéasures and methods to ensure pro-
gress and development, and hence one
may observe the fruitfulness of such a
policy. Good roads, wharves and bridges
exist in most of the rural districts.
schools are provided where needed and
this policy of wise expenditure has prov-
ed the means of opening up and settling
a vast portion of the province. The op-
pesition cry is that the country is deeply
involved in debt and public works car-
ried on too extensively, but the question
mway be asked: In the absence of an ex-
penditure of money, would the province
develop itself? Would the population in-
crease? Would the revenue-expand?
Would educational facilities be provided
and would our social and industrial righkts
ba guarded? For an answer it is neces-
sary to compare the present time with
that of eight years ago when the greatest
portion of the province was a total wild-
erness, land lying desolate, no schools,
rcads, bridges or wharves and the popu-
lation very much secattered. At’ that
time the country was rich in mineral
lands, but no important work of develop-
'ment was being carried on, the rugged in-
terior of the province, the extensive area
of the country and the many other wel
kncwn obstacles to surmount it in the
way of communieation all rendered the
expenditure of large sums of money nec-
essary to effect the desired ends. The
government wase justified in opening it
up, knowing i’ to be abundant in re-
scurces. Not many years ago there was
only one school on these islands, sitaat-
ed on Salt Spring and children residing
on adjoining islands in order to attend
this school had to go in rowboats a dis-
tence of 12 to 20 miles. To-day the con-
trast between the old and the new era
is simply striking and it seems well nigh
incredible - that so prodigious a moral
and material transformation as has taken
place could have been accomplished in
so brief an interval. The policy of the
present government has been a liberal
and progressive one, a policy of develop-
ment worked out in the face of many
d*fiiculties the needs of the country have
been comprehended and makihg due al-
lowance for what is fallible in all gov-
ernments and publie-men-it-should be the
duty of the “North Victoria electorate to
return Mr. Booth again in.parliament as
a member and thus support the govern-
ment whose past legislation has proved
to be best for the province.

Hon. Robert Beaven has stated that
he intends to again’ offer himself, as a
candidate in Viectoria city at the ap-
proaching ‘general elections. But what
more telling testimony can be asked for

1y preserved.”’—Household Words.

or given of the utter incapacity:of the

the old-time oppositionists advocate elect-,

that when Mr. Paterson of the Victoria |.

opposition than that the former leader
of the party now declares. that he finds
it no longer possible 1o support the stand
taken by the opposition in the legisluture,
and has therefore decided to stand as an
independent. He cannot . endorse, he
says, the course followed by/the opposi-
tion in decrying and placing themselves
in antagonism to every action of the gov-
ernmrent That was /practically all the
opposition did last session, finding fauits
perpetually but offering no substantial
policy in the stead of the government's.
Consequently while Hon. Mr.. Beaven
does not endorse everything that the
government has done, hie cannot on the
other hand support the opposition. Coin-
ing from so tried a champiou and =0 keea
a student of politics, and British Colum-
bian affairs more particularly, this is

decidedly hard upon the party of whch !

his former colleague, Mr. Semlin, is
leader.

The delegates elected during the past
week or two by the several districts
making up the constituency of KEsqui-
malt, are to meet in convention this af-
ternoon at 3 o’clock at Colwood, to for-
mally place candidates in nomination.
Mr. Higgins and Mr. Hayward are ex-
pected to be the choice.

Mr.A. E. McPhillips’ friends are already
pressing upon him to offer himself as 2
candidate in the city at the coming elec-
tions. ‘He would unquestionably make
a strong candidate. 'The name of Mr.
Richard Hall is also mentionced in the
same connection.

A Nanaimo despatch states that W,
'W. B. MclInnes, who has announced him-
self as a candidate for the provincial
house will be neminated for .~amaimo
city; while Dr. R. E. McKechnie wiil
retire from the political field and contest
the vacated seat of Mr. MecInnes in the
Dominien house.

SUPPLIES FOR THE NORTH.

Transportation of Stores and Goods to the
Yukon.

N —
(From the Senate Debates.)

Hon. Mr. Macdonald (B.C.) inquired:
1. Were any of the stores and goods to

te add their names to the requisition, ! be forwarded to the Yukon by Boston and

| Alaska ‘T'ransportation Compauy . for the
' Dominion government purchased in the
; United ‘ States? If so, to what value and
of what character?

2. Were any of the stores and goods to
be forwarded in the same way and for the
« same purpose purchased in the Dominion?

If so, in what place and to what value?

3. With whom was the contract made for
i the carrying such stores and goods from
the place of purchase to their destination?

4. Are such goods and stores as are pur-
chased in Canada to be shipped from Unit-
ed“Stqates ports, and how carried to such
ports?

5. Were tenders asked for the transport-
ation of these .stores and goods?

6. Are there not steamers enough, ocean
and river, in British Columbia to carry gov-
ernment stores and goods from ports in
that province to the Yukon at as low a
rate of freight as by the vessels of any
other country?

7. How many tons of siores and goods
are to be transported by the Boston and
flas}ka Transportation Company to the Yu-
kon ?

8. How many_ tons are to be forwarded
by vessels of the Dominion to ‘the same
place?

9. What is the rate of freight per ten
to be paid the aforesaid Boston company
for transporting stores and goods from a
United States port to the Yukon? i

-10. What is the rate per ton freight to be
paid to any Dominion company for the
same service?

11. What was the rate per ton asked by
any Dominion company for the service to
be performed by the Boston and Alaska
Transportation mpany ? >

12. Does the government deem it pa-
triotic or just to.our own people to pur-
chase products in another country which
could had in the Dominion at equal
prices, and to employ the vessels of an-
other country in the transpertation of its
stores and goods, thereby 'dlv:ertlnf the
legitimate trade of the country to its in-
jury, and building up the trade of another
and a rival country? . v ;i

Hon. Mr. Mills—To the' first question the
answer is none; except in so far as the
gbovemment contractors, Messrs. H. N. Bate

Sons and the Hudson Bay Coempany may
have purchased in the United States. If
they did purchase them from the United
States or any other foreign country of
course they paid the dutles upon them.
I do not know that they did so. To the
second question the answer:is: Outside of
the stores purchased from the two con-
fractors above mentioned, which' were all
food supplies, the whole of the stores for-
warded were purchased within the Dom-
inion of Canada. To the third question the
answer is: For the goods purchased from
Messrs. H. N. Bate & Sons and the Hudson
Bay Company, their contracts called for
the delivery of the stores to the Boston and
Alaska Transportation Company on the Pa-
cific coast, either at Seattle or Vancouver
as the case might be. The contract for the
carriage of the stores was therefore made
with the Boston and Alaska Transporta-
tion Company in this case from Seattle
qk;‘ kVan@u‘ver, respectively, to‘,Fort Sel-

rk.

With regard to the goods purchased other
than from the two firms mentioned above,
amounting to about 50 tons, by weight,
a contract was made with the Grand Trunk
Railway Company for delivery at Seattle.
To the fourth question the answer is:
Stores and goods, to the extent of about
(100 tons by weight were purchased partly
in Canada and partly for delivery by the
firms above mentjoned, place of purchase
not known, to be delivered at Seattle to
the Boston and Alaska Transportation
Company. Stores and goods to the extent
of about 130 tomns, place of purchase not
known, gresumably Canada, are to be ship-
ped at Vancouver by the-same transporta-
tion company.

With regard to the last portion of the
question; such goods as were delivered to
the department in Eastern Canada were
carried to Seattle by.the Grand Tunk Rail-
way Company. The choice of the other
routes is in the hands of the contractors
who tendered for delivery on the coast. It
is not known definitely by what route
these goods have gone, but it Is understood
‘that a large proportion have gone by the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, pron-
ably 200 tons. 3

To the fifth the answer is yes. To the
sixth question the answer is: I am not
aware that any Canadian firm is in a posi-
tion to transport stores through from Van-
couver to Dawson City or Fort Selkirk.
Certainly none tendered at a lower rate
than that accepted by the government. To
the seventh question the answer. is, 250

None, but a weight of 10 tons is accom-
ying the force proceeding to the Yu-
on, which is being conveyed entirely in
Canadian vessels and by Canadian con-
tractors. ' !
kine river, I suppose.
Hon. Mr. Mills—Yes, by the Stikine river.
To the ninth 8uestlou the anwsre s: $300
r ton from Vancouver or Seatfle to Fort
Selkirk. To the tenth question the answer
is: There is no Dominion company deoing
the sanfe service. To the eleventh ques-
tion the answer is: If Davidge & Co. of
Victoria are a Canadign company their rate
to Dawson City was $275 per ton, while the
rate accepted by the government was $200
per ton to that place. Then to the twelfth
question T do not“know what answer my
bonorable friend expects. I may say that
the government did not purchase anything
in a fereign country. Their contract was
with Canadian firms, the Hudson Bay Com-
pany and H. N. Bate & Son. That the
government. once having entered into a
contract with them, could prevent them
purchasing a portion ' of their supplies
abroad, I suppose my honorable friend will
not maintain, especially if the purchase
made any material difference in the price
of the goods to the public. Then with
regard to the other portion of the ‘ques-
tion. ‘“‘does the government deem it pa-
triotic or just to employ the vessels of an-
other country in the- transportation of the
gtores and goods?’—well, the government
do when they are unable to secure vessels
of their own. I understand that in this
case many companies were applied to, and
the names of the vessels that could enter
into the seryice were asked for, and no
names were given and no satisfactory ten-
ders were made. -In fact. at the nresent
time as I understand it, those parties: who

ons,,
To the eighth question the answer is:

Hon. Mr. Macdonald (B.C)—By the Stl-|

. '
are building or fitting out steamers upon
the western coast of this country were not
yet prepared to enter into this contract or
to engage in the transportation. They may
be able to do so-at a later period, but they
were not able to do so at the time the
government sought these tenders.

Hon. Mr. -Macdonald (B.C.)—I have to
thank the honorable minister for his very
clear and concise answer te the questions
which I have asked. My first notice of this
matter was in a Seattle newspaper rejoic-
ing over the Dominion government casting
a slur on the towns of Vancouver and Vie-
toria as not being the proper place to buy
stores and get supplies and establishing
Seattle as the base of supply for the Yu-
kon. When 1 saw that, 1 thought I should
ask those questions and it is quite clear,
from the answers given, that a large por-
tion of those stores have been bought in
another country and not in Canada. Bate
& Co. should have been prevented from do-
ing this in the contract given to them. Now,
with regard to there being no vessels to
carry supplies to the Yukon, I am in-
formed that the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company were perfectly competent and
hHad the vessels at their disposal to carry
those goods. They have now three river
steamers and two splendid ocean steamers.
They were perfectly prepared to carry up
these stores, but they were not asked for

Hon. Mr. Mills—They were.
Hon. Mr. Macdonald (B.C.)—I see also

€enormous.

Hon. Mr. Templeton—Did I understand
the honorable gentleman to say the Can-
adian Pacific Navigation Co.?

Hon. Mr. Macdonald (B.C.)—I say that
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company

tioning Fort Selkirk reminds me that we
were told, by a gentleman who was for-
merly in the Mounted Pelice, Dr. Wills,
that Fort Selkirk will be Inaccessible in
winter—that Dawson City. might be swept
out and captured and the whole countr
carried away before you could communi-
cate with Fort Selkirk. Whether a road
can be made I do not know.  The honor-
able member from Shell river (Mr. Boulten)

| will be able to substantiate what I said as

to Dr. Wills saying it is inaccessible, and
that the troops ought to be stationed near
Dawson City to be of any use at all

House must, that it should be found neces-
sary to go to a foreign coantry to procure
and carry those supplies to the Yukon ter-
ritory. Every resource in cur own country
ought to be exhausted, and if it was found
that there was no company or person able
to undertake this work of transportation of
stpplies, there would be no .objection to
giving other people the work.

adopted.
REINDEER IN ALASKA.

Government Ambition to Raise the Herds
to Three Hundred Thousand Head.

(Skagway Daily Alaskan, May 11.)

To-day we had a talk with A. J. Ki'll-
man, of the interior department of the
Unjted States government, in charge of
the TeHer experimental reindeer station on
Behring strait. Mr. Kjillman was assigned
for temporary service with the war de-
partment, last fall, in connection with the
transportation of the lamented Klondike
relief expedition. He was sent to Norway’
and Lapland to bring over some hundreds

of reindeer with which to transport men
and supplies fo the Klondike. e is the
rear guard of the expedition.  He left Nor-
way with 537 reindeer. One was lost in
crossing the ocean, and 154 have since died
for want of proper food, the supply of
white moss having been exhausted. The
animals are now over the summit in the
moss district, and are all right. - Mr. Kjill-
man brought over 104 Norwegians, 40 men,
the balance women and children. The gov-
ernment made a contract with the men for
services for one year, from last Febru-
ary. They are employed as reindeer driv-
ers. A contract s been let to a pri-
vate company to carrcr\y the mails from
Pyramid harbor to Circle Cityp and all the
deer brought over have been sold to this
company. Fifteen of the men were sent
on across the country with the deer. The
balance, and the women and children, Mr.
Kjillman takes at once to the Teller sta-
tion by boat to await the cmnln'gl of the
men and deer. As soon as he has delivered
his trust, Mr. Kjillman goes to' Siberia,
across Behring sea, to import 1,000 female
deer for breeding purposes.

The reindeer proposition seems a good
deal of a farce to one who has not heard
Mr. illman talk on the subject. Then
:ltﬂls not only interesting, but seems feas-

e.

“I left the station on Behring strait last
December,” said be last night, “with five
' men and 11 deer. We drove the deer
single, each one drawing 200 pounds. We
at ence ascended into the meountains above
timber line, where the snow is hard, and
where moss is plenty, and where there is
no timber or brush to interfere with rapid
travel. We had no trails, nor did we need
one. Our reindeer sleds are something like

wide. The land must be very slanting and
steep indeed If we can’t travel over it.
We followed the tops of the mountains-
northwest, crossed the Yukon and Tanana
valleys, reascended and came out at Cook’s
inlet. We accomplished what we went for
and returned the same way. We were gone
less than four months, ngnd traveled over
2,200 miles. Over an broken mountain
we made from 40.to 50 miles a day while
travelling. The deer will pull 400 pounds
where there is a trall, or where there
is nome. It is not necessary to break a
trail for them,' as the snow above tim-
ber line is hard and smooth. We did not
take a pound of feed for the animals. At
night we  took off their harness and
turned them loose. They would paw down
to the rocks, three or four teet through
the snow, and find an .abundance of moss
for their sustenance. At noon we would
stop 10 or 15 minutes only and would then
dig the snow away for them so they could
feed quickly. The deer are sirong and
hardy. You can form no adequate idea of
them from seeing the poor starved things
that passed through here some time ago.
You must remember that they had just
arrived from a trip of nearly 12,000 miles,
and that for most of the way they were
fed on oat-meal crackers or some food
utterly new and unwholesome to them.””
“Do you really believe that reindeer will
rove the best amnimals for transporta-
fon in Alaska?’ Mr. Kjillman was asked.
“] do. I have drivem horses and dogs,
but deer are certainly preferable. In the
first place you must keep to the streams
with your horses and dogs, to get grazing
for the former and fish for the latter. Then
vou can only find grazing:in the summer
for your horses, when the waters are run-
ning, and when you have difficulty cross-
ing the streams, and 'at best you must fol-
low the course of the streams which you
know wind about apd to go three miles vou
travel five. With the deer you keep high
up above timber, where moss is plenty,
and where there is always plenty of snow
and no streams to c¢ross. Moreover, you
can go almost in a straight line.
According to -Mr. Kjilllman, the govern-
ment purposes to .cultivate reindeer until
tAh’;rek:re in the neighborhocd of 300,000 in
ska. Tl

WOMAN SUEFRAGE IN IRELAND.

Single Women and Widows May Vote -
How -History Repeats Itself.

During the annual meeting of the Nation-
al Woman Buffrage Association, held re-
cently in Brooklyn, Mrs. Carrie Lane Chap-
man Catt, chairman of the committee of
organization, N. A. W. 8., said to a re-
porter for the New York Tribune that KEn-
gland was getting far ahead of America in
‘the extension of political llberty”to women.
~*“The parllament of England,” she said,
“has just conferred municipal suffrage up-
on single women and widows of Ireland,
upon substantially the same terms as men.
Municipal suffrage was granted to the wo-
men’of England in 1869, and was se suc-
cessful in its operation that in 1881 it was
extended to the women of Scotland. Now,
after twenty-nine years of satisfactory ex-
periénce in England and seventeen years in
Scotland, it is extended to the women of
Ireland. Full suffrage, including the par-
liamentary vote, was conferred upon the
women of the Isle of Man in 1880, to the
women of New Zealand in 1893, and in 1894
the same privilege was extended to the wo-
men of South Australia. The United States
was the first of the nations to extend the

rather tardily followed her example; but
the rapid and far-reaching extensions of
suffrage to women within the domain of the

British government seem to indicate that

that the rate of freight allowed is simply

were prepared with their steamers to car-:
ry these stores from Vancouver or Vie-!
toria to the Yukon—I do not know how |
far up—probably Fort Selkirk. And men-'

deprecate very much, and I am sure this,.

ifon. Mr. Mills—I think that was the rule |

.the ordinary dog sled, but about twice as

suffrake to men upon liberal terms, England-

England has been more ready, after all, t)
recognize the logic of democratic privei-
ples.

)t is a timely query to make, why Eng-
lish and Irish wewen who are quahified to
vote in their native countries should be dis-
franchised if they chance to remove to the
United States. In Sweden and Norway tax-
paying women may vote by proxy, and it
1s fair to ask why such women in the Unit-
ed States should enjoy less political dig-
nity. In Iceland, Finland and in certain
elections in Russia, taxpaying women may
vote directly, while in Prussia, Westphalia,
Schleswig-Holstein, Austria, Bohemia. Italy
and Russia the taxpaying womel are per-
mitted to vote by proxy. Does it not seem
strange that the boasted liberty of the
United States should grant smaller politi-
cal rights to women than thes? monarchies
of Europe? Surely the liberal minded men
of the United States will hasten to right
this wrong, and share with the states of
Wyoming, Colorado, Utah and Idaho the
proud distinction of real democratic gov-
ernments which recognize the political opin-
jons of all adult citizens, men and women
alike. It is the hope of all the liberty-lov-
ing women of this broad land that the
men of the United States will no !onger
permit the women to enjoy fewes political
rights than would be theirs in almost any
country in Europe.

a bid or an offer to do so. | **in connection with the recent debate in
' the British House of Commons regarding

the admittance of women and the accom-
modations to be provided for them, it 13 of
interest to note that history is but repeat-
ing itself. As long ago as 16J8 this entry
appears in the journal of the Commons:

**Ordered that the command: r-in-chief
and the guard that do gnard the House
tom time to time do Kkeep the clamerous
women from coming up tbe stairs leading
to the House of Commons doors.’

“In the following :<entury, however, the
‘clamorous women’ invaded nct only the
stairs, but the House itself, and obtatned,
for a time at least, privileges which are de-
nied to the femine politicians of to-day.
Special interest was taken by the women
of that period in the two great  debates
which followed the arresf of Wilkes, in
1764. Women appear to have made them-
selves at home after this until February 2,
11778, when the Duchess of Devonshire and
' jifty ether women were turned out of the
House, in spite of struggles and protests.

“Jt was nearly sixty ycars before this
sentence of exclusion was rescinded, al-
though during the period, according to the
chronicler Hatsell, ‘women, many of the
| highest rank, made several powerful efiorts
i to be admitted.” "’

PHENOMENA OF FOG.

Curious Experiences in the Bay and
City of San WFrencosco.
{From the San Francisco Chronicle.)

Familiarity with the local phenomena
!of fog has destroyed iiterest in them
{in the mind of the average San Francis-
‘can. He looks on with indifference al-
most daily through the summer season
+on the marshalling of the fleecy aerial
hosts along the ocean shore line of the
city; of the forcing by them of the Gold-
en Gate; their assault of the mission
heights; their sweeping charge over the
¢ity; their obscuration of the Contra
Costa range, and their capture of the
bay.. The warning toots of tugs and
steamers and ferry buats; the ringing of
i alarm bells at the various ferry landings,
and the deleful eries of the Goat islanil
and Point Bonita sircns have to him
no special significance. And yet these
familiar fog phenomena furnished Bret
Harte with a theme for a piece of the
finest descriptive writing 'that every
flowed from his pen.

‘Whence comes the great gray bank of
fog that is carried by the strong west-
ern trade winds to the coast line and
to the gates of the city with the setting
of the summer sun is a matter of as
much speculation as uare the causes of
the trade winds before which the fog
bank is driven inland. It has been in-
ferred that the trade winds are created
by the heating of the great interior
valleys and the inrush of the colder air
of the sea to supply the: vacuum which
the heating process produces;, Thus the
warm air, which hag been laden.with
moisture by solar evapordtion far out at
sea, is drawn inshore over the'cald north-
ern current that sweeps down the coast,
condensing the vapor into 'a dense and
chilling fog. ; i r

‘While this phenomena is present on
the greater part of the co_ast.hne, it is
more conspicuous in the vicinity of Sz}n
Francisco than any other part of it,
which gives weight to the foregoing
theory of its origin, as the Golden Gate
and the low-lying hills of the San Fran-
cisco peninsula furnish an unobstructed
avenue for the aerial currents from the
sea to enter the heated central basin of
the state, reducing the temperature of
both day and night to that pleasant
mean which makes the California climate
matchless among the climates. of the
earth. And the dense redwood forests
which extend along the coast from Mon-
terey bay.to the Oregon line dray their
sustenance from the summer fog drift,
for, as it passes through their tall tops,
it is held and condensed in the.erbrace
of their branches into a drizzle that
drenches the soil in which their roots are
grounded. = Pt

In the winter the meteoralogical student
finds in the fog drift in San Francisco
bay important and almost .nntallmg
weather signs. Three eonsecutive foggy
days and nights are whnost -invariably
forerunners of a rain storm. These are
usually followed by a strong southeaster
which drives the fog out of the bay and
prings with 1T the rain-laden c¢loudas
that have been -formed in the Gulf of
California to drench the earth over
which they pass. -

To the yS:m Franciseo fisherman the
fog drift is an open book. He knows
through its signs the condition of the
weather in the outer roadstead without
 consulting either the eather bureau or
the lookout at the Point Lobos signal
station. If the bay is full of fog and
a strong breeze is rufling the waters,
he knows that it is in nin2 chances out
of ten comparatively calm outside and
probably clear. If the fog bank extends
like a wall from the‘Golden Gate to the
Berkeley shore, while the rest of the
bay is clear, he knows that the outer
roadstead is clear, but banked with fog,
which, later in the day, will be driven
inshore by the trade wind. His move-
ments and operations ire governed
largely by the fog signs w1th. wl_xich he is
so familiar and much of his immunity
from disaster is due to this fog craft,

When the fog settles ou the bay not
only are all the landmarks shut out of
the ferry-master’s vision, but the mys-
terious influence: of fog on the trans-
mission of sound is so deceptive that
the location of the siren signals and the
stenm whistles of moving eraft is . un-
certain and often misleading. It is ac-
tually on record that the sound of the
fog bell at one of the ferry landings wa¢
not heard on one of 'the ferry boats on
two reeent occasions, when the nose of
the boat was within 100 feet of the ship,
and a complaint was lodged against th‘o
man whose duty.it was te ring the bell
on the presumption that he was not per-
forming it. And yet there was positive
proof furnished on both occasions that
the bell was going, but the sound faiied
to penetrate the fog, and drifted inshore
to the peril of the ship. It has beqn
shown in evidence that a_steamboat’s
whistle was heard on one side when the
vessel actually occupied the opposite po-
sition. i

‘Among the curious phenomena relating
to fog is the fact that aH fogs are not
alike, either in density or influence.
fogs offer very little trouble to bay navi-
gation for the reason that they drift in
irregalarly and contain frequent breaks
through which the lookout can see 400
or 500 yards ahead. A land or gnarsh
fog is what the navigators of inland
waters dread. It often limits the vision:
to less than one-half ihe length of the
craft.
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