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-CREATING SMILES:
To make two blades of grass grow, where only one grew before, is good, but to make a smile grow where none 
grew before is better. The world has plenty of grass, but not enough smiles. The object of my theatres is to 
bring smiles to tired faces and always keep the family united. k738 ____MARCUS LOEW

any strange or blustering way, but in "Gunga Din.” but they did 
his dally work; once because he paid to cotton to "Mandalay" wl 
his debts out of plain, old-fashioned 
honesty, once because he had indulged 
in a piece of old-fashioned softness of 
heart.

It took courage to make his first ven­
ture in that line. The theatre was the 
old Cosy Corner in Brooklyn, at Pearl

panles supporting him, one playing in 
English and the other in Italian, and 
while salaries were not high, neithe

rather seem
to cotton to "Mandalay" when that was 
produced the second week. The man 
stayed four weeks at one house andREMARKABLE CAREER OF 

MARCUS LOEW; ROSE FROM 
NEWSBOY TO MAGNATE

and Willoughby streets. The place had ’_ 
been run for years as a burlesque | when he needed every dollar Loew los 

$3,000 on his tragedy season, and he

were the box office receipts. At a time
was then moved to another. So Loew 
kept him moving and raised his salary 
besides, which was not a difficult thing 
to do. Today, by the way, he is a well- 
known actor, and names pretty much 
his own figure to the managers.

So Loew entered the field where he 
made his great success, the field of pic­
tures and vaudeville. With those first 
experiments in vaudeville, he pushed on 
rapidly, feeling his way as he went.

house of a low type and was finally 
closed by the police. With such a record 
nobody wanted it, and the house had 
stood vacant for two years when Loew 
bought it, plunging almost to the limit 
of his credit to put the bargain 
through.

For years he had been fighting along 
with the other moving picture men to 
prove that cheap amusements need not 
be vicious or even degrading, but the 
battle was not won yet. and the old 
Cosy Corner, with its evil associations, 
looked like a hopeless handicap.
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It was like this: One of the largest 
of his creditors at the time of his fail­
ure was a fur dealer.

A few months later, when the fur 
dealer was desperately pressed in his 
turn, Loew called on him and told him 
that he had come to pay him the bal­
ance of his debt. The young man had 
a place as a fur salesman, was making 
$100 per week out of It and was paying 
up to the last dollar the obligations 
from which he had been legally relased. 
The creditor thought it was like finding 
money. The two became fast friends, 
and the man never forgot the outcome 
of the affair.

By the time he was 23 Loew had paid 
There was no work at hand around 

the picture places, so, since the man 
j could neither sing, nor dance, nor con- 
Itort, it was decided to let him do a. 
i recitation in one of the picture places 
1and bill him as an extra attraction. The 
!actor proposed "Porphria's Lover" for 
ja starter, and some little things from 

Pippa Passes" as encores. Loew 
thought they ought to have something 
more up to date, so they compromised 
on "Gunga Din."
Some Interesting Sidelights on Mr. 

Loew.
The audience did not go wild about

counted the money well spent. When 
he finally opened the house with pic­
tures and vaudeville at 10 cents for 
every seat, the first large theatre of the 
kind in America, his first day's receipts 
were 10 cents.

Business picked up, however, and he 
netted a profit of something over $60, 
000 for his year in the house.

That gave him the cue for the devel­
opment of a new amusement system 
and he began adding to his list large 
theatres and selling off his small store, 
shows. The rejuvenated theatre iri 
Brooklyn he opened in 1908, and in the ! 
same year he took over Blaney’s Lin ■ 
coln Square Theatre, which had faileci 
and closed, then he took the old 
Harlem Casino, remodeled it in fire- 
proof construction and opened it on 
his new plan.

Lad of New York Tenements, by Industry and Genius, 
Advances Until He Established and Headed One 

of World’s Greatest Theatrical Enterprises.
Soon he had extra attractions in the 
shape of performers bodily present, in­
stead of being pictured on the white 
screen. In all of his store shows the 
success was enormous. For it was just 
that touch of human personality in the 
picture house that was needed to make 
people at home there.

Within a few months Loew saw what 
he was coming to if he wanted to play 
the big game, and, as no other game 
interested him, he plunged again. For 
he kept giving his store shows better 
and better vaudeville acts as time went 
on, and he soon found that he had 
reached the limit of development for 
the 5-cent houses could not take In 
enough money to pay the stage people 
he needed. There was only on thing to 
do. to give his shows in large theatres 
where he could charge a low admission 
and still have large gross returns.

c
His Faith in Himself.

But Loew drove ahead with it. He 
spent hundreds for paint and carpenter 
work, toning up the appearance of the

Continued From Page One. atres at 5th street and avenue B, New 
York.

magnificently sustained and with the Like most boys of his age, born in 
result already of supplying agency of tenements, Mr. Loew early Saw the at.: 
fascination and value for the enlighten- him at the tender age of seven at the 
ment of all the people, high and low, old National Theatre investing a well- 
and in whatever station of life, earned dime to see a "melodrama", with plenty of red, white and blue, that,

Surely such a man is a benefactor is always present here.
In the study of Marcus Loew the fact Marcus applauded with the rest and 

that he was once a newsboy, has in a year later he set up in business for 
itself beside it an element of charm, f and sold papers in front of old
It shows, an<i shows very interesting- y cGlory S place, working from 
ly the opportunity for advancement and sunrise_until school time, and then af- 
financial independence where hard work to school working with his papers un­
is joined with judgment and good judg- E t.
ment is linked with foresight and ser­
vice to the people rounding it all up. 
Mr. Loew’s genius in getting right at 
the hearts of the people, has in a 
sense been the result of his hardships, 
which have made him a close student 
of underlying, conditions which inter-

old theatre; then he spent thousands 
in toning up its reputation. He hired 
Antonia Morio, the Italian tragedian, 
to appear there in repertoire of Shake­
speare and other classical plays of un­
questioned birth, and he was tirele s in

This was the beginning and the 
foundation for the huge Loew enter 
prise of a continent-wide chain of 
amusement houses of today.

London is not the last link in the 
performances and praise the revival of ! chain, for several more palatial amuse 
a1 * -ment houses are planned for Canada

and the United States. A building ap 
propriation of $30,000,000 will provide 
many more cities on the continent with 
beautiful theatres in the very near 
future.

dragging school teachers and other 
reputable citizens to the place to see his

dramatic art which had burst upon; 
Brooklyn. The name of the theatre
he had changed, of course, and he 
washed out its reputation by four 
months of tragedy, but it was expensive
laundry work. Morio had two com-His Early Struggles Covered With 

Success.
When school closed in the summer he 

peddled lemons with an old man who 
drove a cart for the saloon trade, 
though the boy still kept his mornings 
and his late afternoons for selling 
papers. Then, Mr. Loew was nine, he 
left school for good, and except for some 
lessons with a private tutor, who en­
riched himself to the extent of $2 per 
month from each pupil, that was all 
the schooling he ever had.

He went to work for a map-printing 
concern, pulling the sheets from under: 
the coloring blocks. The pay was 35 
cents a day. He was there for a year:1 
then the spirit of industrial unrest 
broke loose in the place; the boys struck for 40 cents a day, and were 
quietly locked out by the proprietor. 
Jobs was ten years old and out of a
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est the great mass of the people.
It is an interesting, commentary in 

the career of Mr. Loew that the very 
tenement in which he was born has 
been torn down by his own workmen 
to make room for one of his new the-

ALL PLATE AND LEADED
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So he went into another partnership, 
this time in the printing business with 
a lad some years older than he. First 
they set up a little hand press and 
printed visiting cards, and then a their 
trade increased they installed a foot 
press and finally started a weekly paper 
of eight pages, called the "East Side Advertiser." 1 Side

Loew was a weakly boy, small for 
his age, and hardly fit for the slightest 
physical labor. So instead of running 
the press he was editor, copy reader 
proof reader, manager, subscription 
agent, advertising solicitor and writer 
of advertisements. Also in his spare 
hours he used to write the paper. The 
partner set up the type and ran the 
press, supplying the power with his 
own feet.

The "Advertiser" had a surprising 
success. The circulation grew steadily 
and toward the last it touched 500 cop­
ies. Loew hustled around among the 
ice cream stores, clothing stores and 
novelty shops of the East Side and! 
cornered enough advertising to make1 
the sheet, pay well. Finally he inaugu. 
rated a system of six months' contacts 
with advertisers and after a few weeks' 
work he had contracts for all the ad-

MARCUS LOEW, head of the continent-wide chain of amusement houses, 
whose newest link In the chain will open Its doors to London and vicinity on 
Monday evening, February 16. IN
immediately, and Loew, who had noth­
ing to do, now that the contacts were 
signed, except to improve his literary 
style and work in a few lines of news 
in the "Advertiser's" columns became 
an eyesore to the senior partner's 
young bride.

She could not see why he should sit 
around and write and her husband was 
breaking his back over the press and 
really earning some money. She came 
up to the office one day and said so. 
She said other things, too. about his 
poverty and she wound up with the 
cruellest taunt an angry woman can 
find—His own physical insignificance, 
and the boy, who was only 11, and full 
of a boy's sensitiveness and hot pride.

in a factory for handling furs and mak­
ing dress trimmings. There was no 
power in the plant and his work was 
turning the crank of the machine for 
eleven hours per day, but the pay was 
$4.50 per week, it was better than be­
fore. His parents were still living and 
every penny he brought home was 
needed there.

Gradually he worked his way through 
the plant, for he had an inquiring mind 
and he learned every trick of the trade. 
At one time lie was a weaver of dress 
goods: then at sixteen he was made 
the chief of the factroy's fur depart­
ment.

Presently he took the few hundred 
dollars he had saved and started in the 
fur business for himself. He was eigh­
teen then. At ninteen he failed. His 
debts were $8,000 and his stock brought 
little over $5,000. There remained 
dents of $1.800, for which, after the 
bankruptcy proceedings he was not leg­
ally liable.

Opportunity Knocked; Marcus Re-, 
sponded.

Opportunity did not come to Loew in
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That lightning chap of filmdom, who 
will be seen in a breezy, rapid-fire com­
edy next Thursday, Friday and Satur­
day at Loew’s

left the shop and told the pair they 
could have the paper and welcome to 
all they had.vertisements that could be squeezed 

into the paper for half a year in ad­
vance.

That was where the trouble started 
For the partnership was paying $12 a. 
piece per week to the two members of 
the firm and the senior partner was so _____ ____ ____ ..
pleased with himself that he married when he was twelve he went to work

Then he worked in a drygoods store 
at Grand and Allen streets, the pay 
was only $4 per week, but it was sure. 
He waited on customers, ran errands 
between times and worked until mid-

304 RIDOUT STREET. LONDON, ONTARIO.
night six days in the week. Then
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Furnishing Home1 &

Artistically
WE ARE THE OFFICIAL UNIFORM MAKERS FOR ALL THE 
LOEW THEATRES THROUGHOUT CANADA AND THE UNITED 
STATES. UNIFORMS FOR LOEW’S LONDON THEATRE WERE 
MADE AND DELIVERED WITHIN 48 HOURS.

MURRAY-KAY COMPANY, LIMITED, TORONTO, 
SUPPLIED THE FURNISHINGS FOR LOEW’S 

MAGNIFICENT LONDON THEATRE.
/

The art of home furnishing is not merely purchasing economically—that, of course, 
must be always kept in mind. But above all, one must strive to secure an effect in 
keeping with the proper spirit for the room. For instance, particularly graceful ef- 
fects are most suited for the living-room, while a more formal, bolder effect is appro­
priate for the library. A definite color scheme must be decided upon and that plan 
adhered to consistently. The draperies, furniture, rugs, carpets, decorating and fixtures 
must be carefully selected so that they all combine in producing a well-balanced, pleas 
ing ensemble,
Murray-Kay Company, Limited, of Toronto, specialize in artistic home furnishings. We 
have experts who are familiar with every kind of furnishing. These experts are in­
formed on any inclination of the vogue and so can advise such things as are fitting 
and proper.
Constantly in contact with the market conditions, they are often able to inform eus- 
tomers of the probability of certain price advances beforehand, and so enable timely 
purchases.
Should you desire a certain effect—say a blue room—our experts will plan and produce 
your idea in a beautiful way. Or, if you are undecided, they will devise an original 
effect and submit it as a suggestion for your consideration.
Murray-Kay Company, Limited, Toronto, furnished the stage drapes, reed furniture 
and carpets for Loew’s magnificent new London theatre, and its appearance is repre­
sentative of the result of the careful planning of our specialists and of the quality of 
Murray-Kay merchandise.
Whether you desire a plain living-room effect, a beautiful library, or simply a children 
playroom, or whether you wish a house designed from kitchen to garret, let us offer 
you suggestions. Our suggestions are free and we are always pleased to give them

We Give You

Style - Quality - Service
UNIFORMS FOR ALL REQUIREMENTS.

Army 
Hotel

Navy 
Yachts

Theatres
Chauffeurs

InstitutionsRailroads
Catalogue and Samples on Request.

RUSSELL UNIFORM CO.
"The Firm With a National Reputation.”

15-31 KING STREET EAST. TORONTO

1600 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY, N. Y.

WAMURRAY 
1853MURRAY-KAY 21 

JOHN KAY 
13485

COMPANY-LIMITEDBBSS ./
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