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 other than Mr. Degraw’s valet who

had thus boldly entered the hotel
before his eyes. Had it not been
for Mr. Gryce’s injunction not te
disturb himself, no matter what oc-
curred, he would have made himself
sure of this; for he felt that he had
questions of no unimportant nature
to put to this man. Bat, as it was,
he remained silent and immotvable
among the vines that ciustered over
the portico, and let the fellow go by,
fioding his reward a few moments
later, in the discovery that the valet,
if it was the valet he had seen, wa-
not without eyes to watch him, for
only a few steps behind him came
another man, who entgred the house
with an easy swing of his gracefui
body, which was strangely familiar to
the artist, and which roused in his
mind the strangest conjectures,

He was still puzzling over this
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Welcome and Unwelcome

|

A MYSTERIODS

me do this business

r. Gryce: and leaving the

rtist on the

had his little t

Intruders ;

“But,” objected Mr. Degraw, as the) :

passed out of the
street of this beautiful
is the seeond man? or
first? for it locks as if
is the detective.”

1t
graw?" s

“No;
Aspinwal

“An
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agent of his
“Poss

“With
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“Which was defeate
“The valet

tist again decla

is not Mr.

“You stick to that?”
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“Remember 1
Hyde, and stick tc
where it is
disguising of
ed,” Mr.
1y observed.
And yet.
more of

Gryee sor

with the
light unde

skilful questioning

seemed from his manner

and the fre-

quency with which he turn

ferule to look at it, as if he
without his own secret doubts, thes

in just what direction they pointed

been h:
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he clock
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large front door.

CHAPTER XXIV.

A Foriune and a leath- Red.

The moments that followed were

full of suspense. ~ What was happer-
private room, r
that the

confront

wherever it was detective
Was

would he

had choszen ta him?

an arrest In pragress, and
ld - Mr. Gryce issve

forth, proud and trinmphant with
evidences of his victim's secret vil-
hand? He dared ‘net

anticipate the scene; he desired it

so much. Jealousy had wrought jrs
perfec: work in cou'd

think of no more welcome sight thap

him and he

the vision of his hated rival in dis-
)
Jat he was a gener us-heart

ed man, for all that, and did not g ve

grace,

wav to anticipations that he vagnely
felt dishonored him, thoush he had
no doubt of their justice or of his
rival’s hypocrisy and sefret crime
When, thercfore, fome ten :
utes after -the disappedrance of lis
namesake into the house, another
step approached and another foim
passed before his eyes into the tig
front door, he allowed his attention
to he attracted and his interest er-

gazed, especially as in the passing

min-

hour

i she has bee

matter, and wondering if the scene
| between Mr. Gryce and his prototype
was to be heightened by the entrance
of this pair, when the first of the two
| darted out of the house more rapidly
than he had entered it, and hasten:d
at full speed down the sireet, jast as
the whistle of an approaching train
He was but
1ot immediately, by the second per-
blowing

was heard, foltbwe d,

son, who, hearing -the train
afte
de-

pH\')C!:

off steam at the station, rushed

him down the street with all the

termination of an ardent

wailst from the front do

through
rushing, there now issued a

great

which the two had ‘com
half-doz-
en or more curious individuals, anx.

ous to know the termination of a
encounter which had evidently arous
ed their greatest wonder.

Wi

and wondering what was taki g place

#e he was noting these person:

the pursaed ans

th

at the station where

pursurer were likely to come - up,

artist felt a hand on his shonlder, an.

| heard whispered very quietly into h
ear:
.

Degraw’s

NS

It 1s a very curiou:

like

story,

should vou to hear

one,’
With a start, he turned toward the

letective, and, blindly o6bedient

the signal which he
followed him into the
did so, he sufficiently subdued tie
fresh excitement which Mr. Gryce’:

summons had occasioned, to remark

¢ These people are,watching a chase
Mr. Degraw’s valet just put in an aj

pearance -here, but he was followe:

by a man, who evidently

rightene

him so that he ran out of the hou-«

again. The other one started in pur-

suit, and the two are now racing dow:
the street toward the station.’

‘Is that so? Well, Byrd is afiven

one. We can safély leave him to |1

And he led
up-stairs into a large and
¢ 'mfortable furnished room ; probab y
the best

Mr. Cleveland,
awaiting them, standing in the midc e
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of the room, and what astoun led the
artist was not on'y the ease and dig-
nity with which his namesake ai d
rival greeted his appearance, but tie
undoubted respect shown him by ti

detective, who first bowed, and thew
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observed, ‘mildiy :

“There is no need of an introductic:
here, I believe. Gentlemen of equal
station understand Be-
sides. I believe you have already mg#

each other.
to-day.”

The artist, thrilled as well as dazed
for the other was looking at him witk
benignity
in ¢
fron:

strange and unexpecied
bowed, wondering if he
dream, while the gentleman :
(Cleveland pushed chhir:
with such an air of hospitality, that i
that either Mr. Gryce

was
forward

was easy to se¢
had not yet revealed his business
him, or that in revealing it,
found the tables so completely turned
him, that was no longer
juesticn of arrest €ven - suspicio
That the latter
he artist soon inferred from what the

he had

pon there
or
was the rea
letective now said to him:

“I have brought here,” h

calmly remarked, “with the consent of

you
this gentleman, who has some strange
revelations to make to us.
the interviews which you have hither-
to had together have not been mark-

e€d by the most pleasant

Though

understand-

. he is so convinced by certain re-

ations which 1

t you had ample excuse for
listrust, that is disposed to re-
gard you rather in the light of a fel-
low-sufferer, than in that of an inten-
tional enemy, the similarity of nam:s
having led to a similarity of exneri-
ence, both having been arrested. on =
charge, which in both instances
a mistake deeply to be‘regretted by tae

have ymade to him
you:

he

was

inspector and myself.”

To be continued.
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