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l Hon. C. W. Cross’ Speech in the A. & G. W. Agreement Debate |

batim report of Hon. C. W.|
peech in the Alberta and Great
wvs agreement debate. |

Railways Hard to Secure.

(Mr. Boyle) talks as if railways were

| natural resources in that’ countr_v:' rc
My honorable friend from Sturgeon and having the @bsolute confidence show it, just the same.

that we bhad in that country, to en-

ves his resolution and €3SV to build, talks as if people from | courage & railway company to ¢ome

kes up the challenge.
ross.—Mr. Speaker I cannot
aite the feelings of regret
ich the honorablie memoper for
has expressed " himeslf as
r a numiber of years of pol-
{ing together, having to part
y, and I trust that the junior|
ior Calgary will permit me to
him wpon the accession |
in the person of the mem- |
eon, (Mr. Boyle.) I also
the Conservative party |
ovince, the Tory party -f |
e, on the acquisition of « |
¢ this Jegislature such as the |
)Jle member for. Sturgeon (Mr.i
Speaker we have had dur-i
last ten or twelve days time |
al of discussion earried on n'
rooms and hotel lobbies fnf
regarding this Alberta and |
Waterways railway transzmi
I for one am glad indeed to |
s opportunity of discussing|
tier openly and frankly and|
with the people of this pro-
ith the members of this legis-
nd particalarly with my|
honorable ex-minister of |
(Mr. Cushing )and the |
for Sturgeon (Mr. Boyle) wno |
it in ir places just behind me 1n

his House.

Now sir in order to discuss the mat- |

ligently before the legislature |

in order to deal with it as|;

yuld be dealt with, wehave to go
in the history of this fair prw’
to the condition of affairs which |
ted at, and previous to the time|
government of the province maiz|
arrangement which we have mad |
the Alberta and Great Water- |
s people and with the other ra‘ {
1y companies. -You have only to|
carry your memory back a year ;m*i!
a half or twq years when we, in w.s|
province were suffering from the finan- ,
cial panic which 'had Jccurred I

V

stern Canada, and in the eastern|
1ited States. It had stretched out!
also to this western country and|
through no fault of ours we were s
fering from that financial panic. The|
government of tne day, looking to the
welfare of the people of this province,
and the prosperity of every one 1n
this province, decided if that condi-
tion of affairs which was then -exist-
ing in Alberta was allowed to continue
in the future, we would be a govern-
ment that the pgople when they hmll
n opportunity ©f Votitig ™s ;6uf “of
power, might scize that Opportunity
and vote us out, and I say quite pro
perly s

Ea
Ur

Review of Conditions.

To continue, Mr. Speaker, I ask
what was the condition of affairs in
connection with this province at that
1 Take the northern part of the
province, with whiech I am perhaps
mora familiar than the other portions
(I trust the members of this legisla-
ture, and the southern members in
particular will pardon me if I refer
more particularly to my own city and|
the northern country at the present|
moment), and see what was the con-

on of affairs in connection with
1sportation matters here. We had
CN.R. running from Lloydmin-

to Edmonton, and the C. & FK.
running from Calgary to Edmonton.
Thesa were the only railways that we
had at this time. Thousands and
thousands of people were eoming in-o
untry to settle on the land, and

e had plenty of free land un-

ied. While we were advertising
parts of the world for people

> here and join in the develop-

nt of this great country, and while
1ad plenty of free lands we- could |

get the settlers on the land be-

he lack of railway facilities.
man came to Edmonton or
part of the provinee,
conditions which ho

hed to find a free home-

had to go, not fifty, not

t even seventy miles out, but
from this city in order to

> homestead. and travel that
without railway assistaneec.

s a government to allow

on of affairs to exist any
we had to, or any longer

Southern Alberta Suffered.
'hat was the condition of affairs
this great northern part of Alberta.
1sands and thousands of free acres
ad land; the Dominion gov-
nent spending thousands of dol-
« ing people to this country,
I oy came they had to go
in because of the lack of rail-
ties. Sir! What was the
affairs in southern Alber-
In that part of the country for
vears previously they had been
ving tremendous crops, and I as a
of the legislature and a citi-
zén of Edmonton must say I was de-
ghted, as everyone in the narthern
art was. delighfed, to see the gxeel-
crops these people were having
iring those years.. While their gran-
les were filled, their elevators . were
led, there were no cars in that.coun-
to haul out the wheat. The re-
sult was that agricmitural business
was being sacrifieéd because of the
lack of railway ‘acilities. My friend,
the Bonorable member for Claresholm
Mr. McKenzie) urged upon the gov-
ernment at that time the necessity of
securing cars from the C.P.R. to haul
ut the wheat fromy Claresholm, Nan-
ton and other towns from Calgary to
Macleod, and we appointed a special
officer to get after the C.P.R. and force
them to bring cars, in order to get
the wheat out. The town of Clares-
holm had: more wheat that year in its
granaries than 'any grain town ‘n
Western Canada. It was the first year
that ‘Alberta had shown to the worid
ts capability. in: the way of growing
vheat. Mr. Speaker. that was the
ndition of affairs the government

{ill parts of the world were tumbling
into this country to build railways,
but I want to say that I have lived
in Edmonton for eleven years and
during the first eight or nine years ot
't,(havt tume - every citizen was asking
When are we to get' more railroads?”’
I ask were the railroads coming, weré
their capitalists coming in to build
m:_»ds. No!" There were actually no
railroads in a large part of this coun-
try during those years. Before our
government t0ok any action in con-
nection with bringing railways into
this country, the premier went to Mr.
William Whyte, the vice-president of
the C.P.R., and urged him the neces-

I sity of. building railways, and I say

he was willing to build railways ‘n
this province of Alberta, for he is a2
man who has always had great confi-

dence in the Western provinces, but |

he was unable to secure the assistance
of his company in building railways
throughout this country, and so, we
as a government decided as a matter
of settled policy that we must adopt
an aggressive policy of railway build-
ing; if the ‘tondition of stagnation was
to be ‘abolished. And I say to the
members of this legislature that the
f:LCt} of our now having a time of pros-
perity and progress here today, ‘s
largetl}' due to .the agressive railway
policy, of the Rutherford government

{ as adopted before the last election

emfl_ since carried into effect. Dele-
gations were coming to us from all
over the provinee, mass meetings were
held all over the province to ' call for
railroads. ' Everywhere the cry was
for railroads. The C. P. R. was prac-
tically alone. in this country. Some-
thing would have to be done if w.at
condition of affairs was not to be per-
mitted to continue. for the future. I
want to point out in connection with
I)‘i's Alberta and Great Waterways
r:}u‘n.\'ay a fact, which I think is un-
disputed, and that is, that while south
of the Saskatchewan river, south of
this river running just past our doors,
there is hardly a free homestead in
the provinee today, this railway - wall
run sthrough and tap a country full
of free homesteads, and our gévorn-
ment if we were to do only what ,s

{ right and proper, had to open up ----3

new country, if our province was to
progress as we wished it.

Gentlemen, we s a government led
by: the premier-of this province went

to the country for their r:ndorsamonl
in,. March 1908, and if ever there was |

an issue presented, to any people of;
any countr¥ or province; that issue
of railways was put before:.the peaplé
In most unmistakable terms. They
were asked to send you to the !+ gis-
lature because you believed in the
Rutherford administration and une
Rutherford policy in connection with
railways. I stood on platiorms in
this province, and in the ecity of Ed-

monton with my friend, the co-mem- |

ber for this city (Mr. McDougall) and
we said to the people of Edmonton

| that if the railway poliey of the gov-

ernment was carried out, in five years
time. it would not be a city of 24,200
or 25,000 people, but a city of 75,000
people, and we said not only that, but
that in five years time this provincs
would have a million people instead
of the paltry 309,000 we ave at wne
present time. And I for one am just
as firmly convinced as I was at the
time we made these statements, tnat
this prediction will come true if our
railway policy is earried out, as 1
know it will be, by the Rutherford aa-
ministration. (Applause.)
Mineral Wealth of North.

How, Mr. Speaker, let me again re-
fer for a short time to this northern
part of the province, and I want to say
here that I belitve the members from

| the' southern “part™of th€ province are

just as much 1interested; have  just
as much good faith; have just as much
desire ,that this country should ad-
vance as we have who live here. And
they will, I am sure, excuse me if I

try, and speak in conneetion with 1t.

you get a bandred miles d{rom here,
there are practically no ‘homesteads
taken, all that arca of land is practi-
cally open for homesteading. The
odd and even numbered sections of
that country are both open. The (.
P.R., as you all know own a great
part of this province; own very large
tracts of it, and until their land was
sold. development was naturally re-
tarded. But in this northern part, in
the part through which the Alberta
and Great Waterways railway goes
all the land is open for homesteading.
There are no odd and even numbered
sections as far as homesteads are con-
cerned. A man can homestead upon
either an odd or an even mumbered
section as he sees fit. The result of
that is, that on the opening up of this
vast country there will be a rush to
it, such as we have never seen in this
province before, if I am not very, very
much mistaken. Some people have
been in the habit of attempting to
depreciate the mineral possibilities of
this northern country. I want to say
that I have lived here a number of
years, and I have had absolute proof
of the mineral wealth of that country.
There is oil and gas, and there is as-
phalt enough to supply the whole of
the Dominion of Canada. The oil
fields are superior to those of Cali-
fornia. There are mountains of salt;
plenty of copper. and great prospects
of different kinds of minerals being
found, because the country north:of
Fort MeMurray is a country similar

balt country in northern Ontario. A
range of mountains, the Laurentians,
stretches through Manitoba. Sas-
katchewan and Alberta, and I believe
that in the northern part of tnis pre-
vince we will have a mineral develop-
ment such as has never been seen m
the whole of the Dominion. and I as-
sert again that it was the plain duty

faced one and a half or two years ago.

of the/government having these vast

refer briefly to that part of the coun- |

North of the city of Edmonton, after

and build into that torritory. We are

not “entirely basing cur knowledge of

minerals dn that country on “stories
told us by settlers, who live there, al-
thought we have proof ,everyone in
{ Edmnoton knows of people who have
come from taht country and told them
| of its mineral ri~" cs; but the geolo-
gical reports of : _ientists who have
"been in that cov. ‘ry go to verify the
statements of the.e people who have
lived there many years.

A New Empire.

Let me deal very shortly with -ae
country which this railway will tap
when it reaches Fort McMurray..: i
reaches, and will open up practically
a new province; a new empize. L be-
lieve as one of the members of'this
legistature said to me the oter day;
that ‘mot only is the undertaking an
undertaking of vast benefit to the pro-
vinee, of great provincial importance,
but also of great national importance.
We, who have lived in Canada for
years; we. who were born in Canada,

mnespber the days when the people of
the United States referred to Canada
as a narrow strip of country lying to
the north of their boundary. I, as
a 'Canadian am proud of Alberta, be-
cause of the fact . that here we are
sitting in the capital of this provines,
three-hundred and fifty miles north ot
the boundry line, and you have a
counfgy three hundred and fifty miles
still’ Turther north. They can grow
just “as good grain 350 miles to the
north of us as they can 350 miles
seouth, and I say it makes any one
proud to belong to a country such as
Alberta is, and will be. in the future.
(Applause, and hear, hear.) In this
province of Alberta to the north of us
we have a place; not a town now, but
what will be a town, nay. I say, a city
in the near future, named Fort Smith,
and it may be of passing interest to
inform you that Fort Smith is a sea-
port town. Ocean ships can go up
the Mackenzie river from the Arctic
Ocean right to Fort Smith, and as
soon as the Great Waterways railway
is built to Fort McMurray, there will
be navigation for vessels for three
thousand' five hundred miles. That
river taps a greater country than tne
St. Lawrence river and -the Great
Lakes. It is in extent something like
one .million, one hundred  thousand
square miles. It is what is known as
the great Mackenzie watershed. After
you get north of Edmonton about 25
miles.. instead of the water flowing to
the sguth it flows to the north, ‘and
so you get into the Mackenzie water-
shed:

Timber in the North.

The only timber in this provinee of
real commercial value is in its north-
| ern pert. and there we have timber,
:juﬂ. as good as in‘the sister province
| of British Columbia. Each year out
| of that northern country, there comes

|in value of fur, something lke omne
! million dollars. Last year I under-
{ stand there was much more than a
{ million dollars worth of fur taken out
| of this country by the traders. - All ot
that vast area of agricultural land;
all that vast area of mineral land will
be made accessible to the people n
this province if the Great Waterways
railway is built, as I am certain it will
be built. I am only referring to these
matters, gentlemen, to show you. the
attitude of the government when we
came to deal with these railway mat-
ters, and the conditions which existed
when we came to deal with the Gre~t
Waterways company. To my mind
the most outstanding features of the
Great Waterways railway are, that it
is a colonization road, and it was be-
cause it was a colonization road large-
ly that the government assisted the
railway company in the manner in
which we did. Remember that we,
as a government went to the C.P:R.
and asked them to build railways in
this province, their answer was Ihgt
they were busy building their main
line, and would have great difficulty
in doing much more. We went to the
C.N.R.'and you know what they have

Saskatechewan and Manitoba; Sas-
katchewan especially. and they pro-
mised to help us, that we were in
the position of d Ny exclusivaly

1 the C.N.R. and the Great Water-
| wa 7, and I ‘am betraying no
| ienc en I say, that it was
only a very short time before legisla-
tion in the Housa, that the Grand
Trunk Pacific consented to build - ¢
branch lines which we asked them %%
build, and which are now being duilt.

Come to Invest Money.

Mr. Clarke and his associates, or
at least the Alberta and Great Water-
weays Railway company came to Al
berta largely because they were Am-
ericans who had seen the same kind 61
development in their own country, as
they expected, and as we all expect to
see here. We are welcoming thous-
ands and thousands of Americans in{o
this province, and we expect to_ get
thousands and thousands more, and ‘1
say there is no bétter class of citizens
coming to this province than the good
American citizen we get from across
the line. We ‘speak the same lang-
uage; we read the. same books, we
study the same kind of literature;
we have the same love of law and
order, and I believe myself that they
will make as good citizens for t s
country. and as good British subjects
as any oclass of immigrants that we
could get. (Applause). -And I am not
inclined, neither were the members of
the government .to disceurage the
Great Waterways people simiply - be-

exactly to what is known as the Co-|cause they happen to comes from: Kan:

sas City, or happened to -eome from
the United States. (Hear, Hear, *'om
gome honorable members.) - 8till my
honorable 4iriend, the member for
Sturgeon (Mr. Boyle) seems to take
great. exception to the fact that these
gentlemen are Americans, and from
Kansas City.

Mr. Boyle—No, No! T Tike 'Kansas
City: very mudh, .09 ~AQ 234

been doing in the sister provincas of |

Mr. Oross—Your arguments didn’*
New System Also.

Mr. Cross continuing: Now not oniy
is, this_ a ‘colonization road, but it is
also an entirely new railway s¥stem,
and a great deal of ‘the opposition {6
this road i§ due to the *act that it
is an entirely new system. I. myself
would like to see § road extending
from one end of the province to the
other and joining with the roads 5Sf
Hill and Harriman ‘of the’ United
States. That is, or was a contentious
question at one time in some quar-
ters. .'We.cannot have too many rail-
ways, and above all things we cannot
have too many competing railways in
the province of Alberta. (Applause.)
Now Mr. Speaker, let me come to the
question of the amount of the guar-
antee, namely - $20,000 a mile. My
friend the honorable member for Stur-
geon referred to the guarantee which
was.given. by the Ontario government
to the C.N.R. of $20,000 per mile from
Toronto  to Sudbury, and I was glad
that he brought up the comparison
between that country and this coan-
try to the north of us. I know the
province of Ontarié very well because
I lived there a number of years, and
I know the part of the country 1o
which he refers, and I want to say
to you here, that if ever there was a
justification of the Alberta governmens
for giving the gyarantee we gave the
Alberta and Great Waterways railway
that justification was amply afforded
when you compare it with the proposi-
tion of the Ontario government. Wa
can put in the first 50 miles of this
road more people than they could put
along the line of railway from To-
ront to Sudbury in 50 years’ time, al-
though it was a line of 258 miles.
When you get back into the provinos
of Ontario a distance of 25 miles, you
find a country which is not fit %or
seéttlement; when you get bhack 95!
miles north of Edmonton you are in
the best part of the province of A!-]
berta; when you get 50 miles further
you are in just as good; when you get
'a hundred miles you are in just as
lgood; and when you' get 350 miles
north of this city you ‘are in a coun-
try in the opinion wf @& great many
people better than’ your are in at the
present time. 8o if you want too justi-
fy the province of ‘Alberta in guaran-
!Leein'g the bonds of this road to the
| extent of! $20.000 a mile, T say let us
have it built, and in two years’: time
the .people living on the farms; the
people living in the towns and villages
of that great district will be the jus-
tification’ for the guarintee 'we have |
given, . %

R. B. Bennetit—That, should make .it
iess.

Hon. €. W. Cross—Not at’all: but
it makes it safer;

Duty to Open Céuntry.

Mr, Cross, continuing: *I look at it}
from. a business standpoint. 1. be-!|
lieve it 1s sthe duty of the govermment.
to open up this country, and I believe
that to guarantee the bonds of this
railway company for thé sum of $20,000
per mile is a good bargain, and in the.
interests of the prowvince. I say that
the people of the province will never
have to pay a single cént because of
the building of the Alberta and Great
Waterways railway or ‘any other rail-
wayy we have built by. guaranteeing
their bonds. In 1908 the Ontario gov-
ernment guaranteed the bomds of a
railway company running through a
country which is not to be compared
in one respect —with the ~country
through whidh 'this railway runs, and
their guarantee was $20,000 per mile.
But I want to come to a comparison
which to my mind absolutely and
without any question of doubt shows
that - our policy was a good policy;
shows that our government was justi-
fidd in every respect in giving this
guarantze. - In 1908 the Dominion gov-
ernment of Canada guaranteed the
bonids* of the Edmonton. Yukon and;
Pecific Railwey company, running
from Edmonton to the mountains, an-
that guarantee of the first 50 miles is
at $13,000 a mile, and for the balance
of 150 'miles they guaranteed at not
$20,000 a wiie, but $25,000 a .nile. and
I say to you that if the Dominion gov-
ernment in’' this country guaranteed
the bonds of a railway company, the
C. N. R. only two years ago to run
from Edmonton to the mountains at
$25,000 a mile, the Alberta government
were” justified in guaranteeing this
Great Waterways railway "at $20,000
2 mil2, I want to say more than that.
that the C. N. R. running west of here
parallel to the G. T. P., and runs side
by side within a few miles of it, and
I consider that this is a regrettable
fact, but in the face of that the Do-
minion government guaranteed the
tonds of the C. N. R. to the extent of
$25,000 a mile and T say that that jus-
tifies the Alberta government in guar-
anteeing .the bonds of the Great Wat-
erways railway, that will open up prac-
tically a new province to the extent of
$20,000 ‘a2 mile. And remember, sir.
that the country to the west of here
is very similar to that of the north) in
fact, I think it.will cost a dittle more
money to. build the Gneat Waterways
railway ‘thaa the Canadian Northern,
because 68 evéryone knows thdt coun-
try to the north is a country’in’ which!
there are a great many muskegs. and
as a result it is apt to be expensive to
buiid. Now I want to come to this
point, and I am sorry the ex-minister
of pubiic works is not in his seat at
the: present time. in fact; if I could
be assured that he intended to come
back tonight I would delay the re-
marks I had intended making at this
stage because T think l‘qz:an shiow from
a statement of the ex-minister of pub-
¥ic works made in his speech today,
that he would still be a member of
the Alberta administration if he had
understood what I am prepared o
show him now and to show the mem-
bers of this legislaurex. 1 am very
much. disappointed indedd that he is
not present.

Mr. Bennett—Get him (back.

Matter of Svecifications.

Mr. Cross—I have heard it rumored

tHi® there were uch dbtémipts on ‘the

s A S, St 05 B . Fs

part of some peaple in the ]cg'i.-‘]utu!‘c.]”- He did build the road on those
one person af Ieast is very anxious to | specifications, and I will show you
have him #back. But I camnot say|how it was done.
but‘that T' must again congratulate my Mr. Boyle—It wiil be a good trick
friend the junior member for Calgary |if
upon:  the aequisition which he has s—Oh, not such a veny dif
made‘to his party in this provinece. icu rick, and possibly I may con-
Now, I propose to deal with this|vert my friend from Sturgeon, and pos-
matter of specifications because the ex-|sibly he may come back after he is |
minigter of public works said to you, ‘\'E:n d of this one essential, as it |
and said ‘today on the floor of the|¥ the one thing on which the ex-min- |
House, that'if the specifications which|ister of public works this govwrn-]
the government adopted were the sume | ment.  He. the ex-minister of public
a3 the C.' N. R. main ‘line, he would | works, says he leit the government
have taken no objection to the arrang:-|because the specifications of the
ment made with the Alberta and Grogt| Great Waterways railway were not the
Waterways railway. and I propos: §o|same as the specifications for the C.
skow him, and to =how the memter|N. R. drom Grand View to Edmontor,
cf this legisiitarve tha* the specii’ but I am prepared to show him they
tions of the reat Waerways railw are’ absolutely the same in every re-
are exactly the -awm- as tn- €, spect.
R specifications ~{ their ma'n liiw, (Mr. Cushing returns to chamber.)
and exactly the same as the C. N. Mr. Cross—I am glad the ex-min-
. branch lincs, us bailt in thisz pro |ister of public works has come back
vince, and :x::lv cs the G. T. - jto listen to what ‘I have to say, 'be-
branch lines are Liuilt upon. In otl:ier|cause I think I can almost convince
words this goveimment dil not viry|him that he should still be a member |
ous iota in the matter of speaificatiens jof the government when I show him
in connection with any of these rail-|that.he was wrong upon this matter
ways. The honorable member fm'!uplxn which he left the cabinet. If
Sturgeon referred to a letter which|!I am right, he informed this House
had beenr written to himself by Mac-|this very day that if the €. N. R.
kenzie and Mann in connection \\'1:.}\J<1wrihcm:[1;: were the speecifications
their specifications, and T want you|connected with this railway, he wouild
to ‘Yollow ‘closely with me the  first!still have been a member of the gov-
words of that letter, the first words of ; ernment.
that letter. Mr. Mann says:— Mr. .Cushing—No, no.
“I enclose herewith copy ‘of specifi- Mr. Cross—He told me that the day
cations of the Canadian Northern rail- |he left office.
way main line from Grand View to! Mr. Bennett—You had mo informa-
Edmonton.” Ltion that he had leit until the other
He enclosed in this letter a copy -of day. (Laughter.)
the specifications of the C. N.'R. maing iicned With ©
line from Grand View to BEdmonton, Mr.
and from Prince Albert eastward 100:y ..
miles. and when the government be-|
gan to deal with this matter of >l rotsiven-the . thority to an-
fications we adopted the speci ; jnounce it to the S Jut per-
referred to in this ]‘“ and they ‘.qr]")“-“‘l* I am a little extravagant in my
the ‘vxuct: spvv(-ihczmu:xs 11)‘m:1_v\\111(1x & ent. yet I say this, that the
]\‘c Canadian X(nl'{l}l*l']l was 'built from | ter oi public works did say
Grand View to Edmonton.  th N. R. specifications of
Mr. Boyle—What dces Mann say ip | their line were adopted for the
hig letter? | G 3 railway he would
Mr. Croes—He says: “I enclose here- 1) been satisfied and would have
with copy oi specifications of the C.|had nc reason to complain. Well, I
N. R. main line, ete.” ropose to show him those specifica-
Mr. Boyle—What else does Mann|tions were adopted by the government
say about it? |in connection with the Great Water-
Mr. Cross—I am coming to that. | ways railwayy, and in connection vrith

. N. R. Specifications.
Cross—I really had heard he
left. (Lat .The lieutenant
governor of ¢, however, had

Mr. Boyle—Doés he say the road was | the Grand Trunk Pacific and C. N. R.
. y o . . - “ o . feial
built on these specifications? branch lines. Mr. Mann says in his
Mr. Cross—He dioes, and I will prove i letters =] enclose copy of specifica-

i

tions, et2.” What dii the governm.:nt
do? I hold in sny . h-nd a copy ¢i the
specifications of thz C. N. R. ani they
arc word, for worl, the same a3 tHe
st-ccifications which Mr Mann enc.ns-
¢d in his letter, wivieh he says are the
cifications for the C. N. R. . main
from Grand View to Edmonton. X
challenge contradiction on this point,
dnd I say that the minister of mail-
ways at Ottawa when the C.. N, R.
main line was adopted handed out
to the C.'N. R. and agreed to have
them build. their road to exactly these
same specifications. The engineer
the railway commission oi Canu
adopted these same specifications iu
connection with the building of the
C. N. R. I go further, and I say that
the Saskatchewan government adept-

ed exactly the same specifications . as.-

we adopted in this instance. The spec-
ifications were first adopted by the
minister of railways at Ottawa. the
railway commission at Ottawa adopted
them, the engineer of the railway
commission’ adopted  them, and- the
Saskatchewan government . adopted

them. And where, sir, I say, can -any- 3

one find fault with the Alberta gov-
ernment for adopting these specifica-
tions which had been tested and* adop-
ed by the governing autherities of this
Dominion. (Applause.) Why should
we not accept these specifications
3ir, there is no good reason, and I Sajy
those specifications were adopted word
for- word, and 1 say furtheriand:I
say it {0 the ex-minister of: public
works, and. I say it to his friend, the
member for Sturgeon, that .the road
now being 'built by the Canadian Nor-
thern rom Edmonton west +to ‘the
mountains mnder a $25,000 -a mile
guarantee “is: being built on exaethy
the same gpecifications. 1 ask them
for their criticism now of these speci-
fications in the face of that state-
ment. (Applause.) ' T 'might point out
to the House, and I might point out
to the ex-minister of public works
where he was mistaken  in this re-
spect, because I 'believe it was a mis-
take and a misunderstanding on his
part, and I say that if the ex-minis-
ter of public works had taken his
time _to look into these specifications
and find out what I tell him to be
the trath: now ;that he would still-be
a member of the ‘Alberta- government,

and still a member.of the Rutherfond »

(Continued on Paée Six.)
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