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WOMAN- RIGHTS

Woman, who 1 ng ago was forc
ed by the requirements of the 
capitalist system to leave her hnn e 
in large -numbers and enter into 
competition with man on Un
economic field, driving him rlto- 
gether out of certain lines of in
dustry and Seriously cutting his 
wages and crippling his enterprise 
in many others, has lately taken 
another step. Having to earn her 
living under the same conditions 
as man and having to obey the 
same law5 as man, she has lately 
demanded political equality with 
man. In Wyoming, Colorado. 
Idaho, and Utah, Finland, Norway, 
Washington and Caifornia. she 
has obtained the full i ecognition 
of her political rights and is, in all 
those states and countries, not only 
a voter but eligible to a seat in all 
legislative bodies from the muni
cipal council to the state or national 
par lament, in New Zealand and 
Australia woman has the munici
pal, state and national franchise, 
bat has not yet enterered the 
national legislature of New Zea
land or the state or national legis
latures of Australia. In the Brit
ish Islands woman has for several 
years had equal voting and repre
sentative rights with man in city, 
town and county councils, and 
now, in Ireland, she is demanding 
that in the constitution of the 
autonomous government proposed 
for the Green Isle females shall 
have the same rights as males in 
regard to voting for members of, 
and sitting in, that Irish legisla
ture.

A Dublin despatch of the third 
instant says that the executive ot 
the Irish Women’s Franchise 
League—a non-partizan organiza
tion composed of women of all 
shades of political belief—and 
whose opinions and desires as to 
franchise are said to be shared by 
the Women’s Social and Political 
Union, have issued the following 
manifesto, the demands of which 
are quite reasonable and ought to 
be granted:—

“The Irish Women’s Franchise 
League, believing that, in the in 
tcrests of the country as a whole,
women ought to bo admitted to a 
share in „he government of Ire- 
lan, demands that the proposed 
homo rule bill shall provide fer 
the election of the members of an 
Irish parliament upon the local 
government register, which in
cludes women as well as men, and 
bases this demand upon the fol
lowing among other considera
tions:—

“I. That should self-govern
ment be granted to the Irish 
people, the imperial government 
are not entitled to discriminate be
tween the men and women of Ire
land to the disadvantage of the 
women by leaving them politically 
helpless.

“2. That since the claim for 
home rule is eunported by the ar
gument that ’the mass of the Irish 
people have shown, through the 
system of local government, their 
ability, efliciently and economically 
to manage their own affairs,’ it is 
unjust and inexpedient to deprive 
the women of the people of that 
share in national government 
which they are admitted to have

to seek by every means in »ts 
power to secure the election of the 
first Irish parliament upon the 
local government register, and calls 
upon the members of the Irish 
party and.,the. Libi rat.government 
to include a provision to this effect 
in the promised home rule bill.”

We wish complete success to the 
Irish women in their struggle fi r 
equal rights. Paying the same 
rate of taxes on property and in
come as men, women should have 
their say as to the imposition and 
spending of such taxes; having to 
obey the same laws as men they 
should have their say in the mak
ing and enforcement of those laws: 
having to reside in the sam;e 
country as men they should have 
a voice in all matters relating to 
the acquisition of land or the ces
sion or sale of the same; and even 
in matters of peace and war the 
opinion of the sex that bears tin; 
children is certainly entitled to as 
much consideration as that of the 
sex that bears the arms.

Let there be equal rights for all 
and special privileges for none. 
Let no person be compelled to ac
cept an inferior position, socially 
or politically, because of sex, race, 
color, religion, language or lack of 
property. Tho only qualifications 
necessary to distinguish between 
those who are fit to vote and ho 
office and those who are no!, are 
moral and educational ones. Let 
the criminal, the ignorant and 
mentally incapable — and those 
only—lie denied the full exercise 
of all rights pertaining to citizen 
ship. And to keep down the nuin 
her of the unfit to the miniiuuih 
let cur laws and customs be 
changed so as to stop the produe 
lion of criminals and the en 
courageinent of crime, and let our 
school system-be such as to freely 
and compulsorily provide to a 
children capable of instruction the 
minimum elocation necessary for 
good citizenship.

“4 That in the opinion of this 
Institute Manual Training, School 
Gardening and Household Science 
should be made obligatory in all 
schools of the Province.”

The advisability of these resolu
tions will readily be seen by any
one who studies them closely.

As most of our children leave 
school at or before the completion 
of the work of Grade VIII, it 
would be better to postpone Latin 

land Algebra to Grade IX, enabling 
tin- common school pupils to tiu- 
isu Arithmetic and do more work 
in Engl nil than is possible accord
ing to tho present curriculum.

The Compulsory Education Act 
is largely rendered » farce through 
its enforcement being optional 
with êâcn district, and through 
the loopholes in the Factory net 
which allow cliildien under age 
to leave school and go to work.

About two Hundred of the smal
ler and poorer schools in this 
province are closed, and the educa
tional facilities in hundreds of 
others is ot the most meagre kind. 
This state of affairs can only be re
medied by compulsory consolida 
tion nf districts. Consolidated 
central schools would give the 
country child as good a chance 
educationally as the children of 
the town possess.

If Canada is to keep up in the 
forefront of civilization her chil
dren most have the best training 
possi ie, hence Manual training, 
School Gardening and Household 
science are necessary and should be 
free and compulsory for all schools.

We hope that the Provincial 
Government, on the second pre
sentation of the.-e resolutions, will 
give them a more careful considera
tion than they did last year.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

OUR SCHOOLS

A good move was made by Kent 
County Teachers’ Institute at its 
meeting in Buctonche on the 27tli 
ultimo, when it was Resolved 

“To place on record its opinion 
of the desirability of introducing 
a text book for teachers on Cana 
dian Civics.”

Every child in our schools 
should be thoroughly taught how 
Canada and each part thereof 
governed. The chief aim of Ed
ucation is to make, not meiely 
well-informed people, polished 
gentlemen and elegant ladies, or 
highly effi.ient workmen, but gooo 
citizens in every sense of the word. 
We trust that this suggestion of 
the Teachers of Kent County will 
be endorsed nponby the Education
al authorities.

Very important resolutions, 
substantially the same as those- 
presented last year but which have 
not yet been acted upon, were un
animously adopted by the North 
umberland County Institute at its 
annual meeting in Chatham on 
September fifteenth last They 
are as follows:

“1 That in the opinion of this 
Institute the teaching of Latin 
and Algebra should be eliminated

taken so well in local government. | from grades VII and VIII and the 
“3. That any postponement of time saved thereby devoted to 

the enfranchisement of Irish i Fngiish and Arthmetic, the latter 
women until after an Irish partis- study be finished in tirade VIII.
ment is constituted, besides being 
insulting to the women and a 
denial that their claim is as urgent

The recent general elections in 
Sweden have tested the Swe lish 
system of Proportional Representa
tion that system by which in an 
election each political party, no 
^matter how many parties are in 
the contest; is enabled to elect about 
the same proportion of the total 
number cf members of the legisla
ture as the number of votes all its 
candidate- received bears to the 
total number of votes cast.

The Swedish second chamber 
consists of 230 members, about the 
same number as our House of 
Commons. In 1908 tho total vote 
cast at the Swedish general 
elections was 306,455 of which the 
Conservatives , polled * 130,037 
electing 93 members, the Liberals 
121,308 securing 104 members, and 
the Socialists 55,110 votes electing 
33 members. In September, 1911 
with Proportional Representation 
and a greatly increased electorate 
—manhood suffrage with, however, 
the neceassty of having all taxes 
paid in order to have the right to 
vote—the total vote cast was 
603,154, of which the Liberals 
polled 242,127 electing 101 mem 
hers, a loss of three- the C.n- 
servi lives, 188,247 votes, electing 
65 members, a loss of 28; Socialists 
172,780 votes, elect! ig 64 members, 
a gain of 31.

From the above it will be seen 
that in 1911 the Conservatives 
lected a meurber for about every 

2900 votes, the Socialists one for 
every 2700, and the Liberals one 
for every 2400. While the plan 
did not work perfectly, the results 
were much more just than when 
in 1908, the Liberals with a 
smaller vote elected 8 more mem
bers thet the Conservatives. In 
Canade, in 1908, the Liberals 
WITH LESS THAN HALF THE 
TOTAL VOTE POLLED elected 
about two-thirds of the members. 
sud the disparity between the 
proportion of votes polled and the 
proportion of membeis elected at 
the election o 1911, while not so 
great as three years ago, the new 
governmentp: lling a clear majority 
of the total vote, is still far too 
great.

The system of -Proportional 
Representation, which has been 
vhsiupiooed by Hon. F D. Monk, 
and which, we trust, he will con
tinue to agitate for until he seen 
it, the law of the land, is the only 
fair system of a, portioning 
parliamentary representation a 
mong the different political groups. 
Let every political party have ex

“2 That in the opinion of this 
Institute the Compulsory Educa
tion Act should be amended so as

ae that of their countrymen, in- • render it obligatory and com- . . - - , „ - - .

—• ass-s
Act ta any way conflicting there
with should be repealed.

^••3 That in the opinion of this.
Institute Consolidation of Schools 
in rural^liatricta should be made 

Woman’s v Franchise j obligatory ip sit «erne where

inst.. Premier Borden seid that. 
•Among some of its principal 
items are such once u rage meut of 
clie great basic industry,, agricul
ture, as will enable those who till 
the soil to receive the highest re
turn for their produce, to turn out 
then- products in the highest form, 
and at the s one time preserve the 
fertility of the land. Hand-in- 
hand with this are the aid and en
couragement which we propose 
for the purpose of1 estab'ishing 
and maintaining permanent. high
ways of a character suitable to cur 
conditions. Some such effort is 
needed in the interest of that 
effective seneme of transportation 
which ought to be the aim of any 
progressive -government. The 
regulation of our tariff upon reas 
o-.able business p: inciples is an 
important article of our policy 
that is to be carried out by the es
tablishment of a permanent Tariff 
Commission, which will ascertain 
all necessary facts in connection 
with the conditions and the cost 
of production, and which will-ad 
vise as to the conclusions which 
ought to be drawn from the facts 
so ascertained: We propose also 
to extend that reform of the civil 
service which we initiated while 
in opposition, and which the late 
administration carried out in part 
upon our initiative. So far as 
trade i-e'ations are*concerned, we 
believe that the true idea of reci
procity can be found within the 
vast dominions of this Empire, 
with its wonderful variety of 
natural and other products, which 
can he exchanged to the mutual 
advantage of all.

THE FINANCE MINISTER'S VIEWS

In his speech in Massey Hall, Toron
to, on the second instant, Hon. XV. T, 
White, Canada's new minister of 
Finance, Lankly declared himself on 
several very important questions, as 
follows:

“With regard to the great princi
ple of public ownership, I am not 
only not opposed to it, but its earnest 
supporter, and I look forward to 
development on its part commensur 
ate with the g..*owth and progress of 
Canada.”

“I have always believed in a policy 
of reasonable protection for Canada, 
including protection for the farmer. 
Especially is such protection desirable 
for him during the constructive stage 
of a nation’s development. Nowxve 
are in the midst of tthese prosperous 
conditions, and I need not counsel 
how careful we should be of taking 
any step or doing any act that might 
tend to change these conditions. 
Trade questions are exceedingly in 
tricate and complex. They require 
the most ca.eful study. Cnanges 
the tariff in times such us these should 
not be lightly considered. Assurance 
stability is required to give confidence 
to our manufacturers, our commercial 
men and our farmers. I think I am 
safe in saying that there is in con 
tern plat ion no immediate change in 
the tariff.”

“As to labor, the first essential is 
employment, and plenty of it, with 
good wages. The policy of protec 
tion for our industries is the best 
policy for labor, as for capital, during 
toe critical stage of the development 
of our country’s resources and the 
building up of its industries.”
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NO FEDERAL ISSUES

IN N. B. POLITICS

re-openieg iii the future of t con
stitutional issue. which cat) meet 
conveniently and meet honorably 
be dealt with as pert of a home 
rule jlBtr

WF« A4h*»e and othpr . reasons.
the

League declares its determination,! P* ectieahle-

tion of the popular vote.

THE CONSERVATIVE POLICY

In stating the Conservative 
policy at tho great banquet in hie, 
honor in Halifax on the second

Provincial Premier J. K. Flem
ming was on the third instant the 
principal guest cf the most suc
cessful banquet ever held in Wood- 
stock. Among the guests of houor 
were many distinguished Federal 
and Provincial leaders from other 
points in the province.

In reply to the toast of the 
uest of* the evenin'?, Premier 
’lemming said he intended to run 

the government entirely indepeod 
ent of Federal issues. He would 
continue to do all he could to
wards furthering the completion 
of the 8t. John Valley Railway 
Special attention would be direct
ed toward the working of the 
crown laud department and all the 
other departments of the govern
ment, and special efforts would be 
made to prevent any further 
dnotion of New Brunswick’s re
presentation at Ottawa.
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VIST0RIA CAFE
Otto W Fiedler, Prop.

MEALS AT ALL HOURS
Dinner of Roast Beef, Lamb, Ham and Eggs, Lamb 

Chops, Pudding, Tea or Coffee and Cake, 25c.
Lunch of Cold Beef, Lamb, Ham, Head Cheese, Bake 

ed Beans, Tea, Coffee, Bread, Butter and Cake, 15c 
Ice Craam, 10c.

Telephone 115-4.

O. W. FIEDLER, - - - Fish Building

WINDSOR 
- Edward

HOTEL
Dalton,

St.

Proprietor.
Newcastle, N. B.

have opened up an Hotel on McCallum 
where I will be pleased to meet all my friends.

First Class Livery Stable in Connection

SCOT XCT CASE 
Percy Lebsns, Black ville, con

viction oeforc Justice Maltby Nov. 
2nd, 1911.

D BALDWIN. 
Inspector.

EDWARD DALTON.
Hotel Phene 36. Livery Phone 47.

Blacksmith

Horse Shoata a Specialty
All kinds of horses shod, heavy and light, None

experienced workmen employed. Satisfaction Guaranteed
x>
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