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French Ministry of Marine Announces That Nearly 4,

000 Were on Board and

Only 870 Saved—Most

of Troops Are Algerians.

Paris, March g4It was announced
at the French Ministry of Marine to-
day that there were nearly 4,000 men
on board the French auxiliary cruiser
Provence when she was sunk in the
Mediterranean on February 26. i

It was stated that on board thej
Provence were the staff of the Third
Colonial Infantry Regiment, the
Third Battalion, the Second Company
of the First Battalion, the Second
Machine Gun Company and one ex-
tra company, in all nearly 4,000 men.

As the Ministry of Marine on Feb-
ruary 29 announced that the number
of survivors of the Provence disaster
was estimated at 870, it is indicated
by the foregoing despatch that up-
wards of 3,110 lives were lost.

The loss of more than three thou-'
sand lives in the sinking of the French
auxiliary cruiser Provence is the
greatest ocean disaster of modern
times, Up to the present the largest'
number of lives ever lost in one
wreck was the White Star Liner Ti-
tanic, which struck an iceberg off thz
Newfoundland Banks on April 14th,
1912, and sank with a death loss of

1,505. The rescued numbered 743. !

ticed either before or after the sink-
ing. La Provence was armed with five
cannon of 14 centimetres, two of 57
millimetres, and four of 47 = milli-
metres.

OTHER MARINE DISASTERS

Among the other great sea disas-
ters in addition to the Titanic  al-
ready mentioned were: the Cunard
Lusitania, which was torpedoed by a

German submarine and sunk off the
: Head of Kinsale, Ireland, on May 7,
, 1915, with the loss of 1,206 lives; the

burning of the excursion steamer Gen-
eral Slocum in the East River, June
15, 1904 when nearly ' 1000 persons
met their death; the French Line

| steamer La Bourgoyne, sunk in col-

lision with the steamshjp: Cromarty-
shire, July 4, 1898 with the loss of
580 lives; the Japanese steamer Kick-
er Maru, sunk off the coast of Japan,
September 28, 1912 with: the loss of
1000 lives; the burning of the Urani-
um Line steamship Volturno in mid-
otean, October o, 1913 ‘with the loss
of 136 lives; the Canadian Pacifiz
steamship Empress of 'Ireland, sunk
in collision with the sDanish colliex
Storstad in the St. ‘Lawrence -River,

MOST OF TROOPS ALGERIANS.  May 20, 1914 with the loss of more

The French auxiliary cruiser
vence 1., so-designated to distin
he. Prench’ battleship

No signs of a ‘submarine were mo-
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u"nusmmvt NOTICE

The annual ward meetings of
Wards 4 and 5, will take place
at the rooms tof the Associa-
tion, corner of King and Dal-
housje ' Streets, on Saturday
night, Mar¢h 4th at 8 p.m.
sharp, for the election of Ward
Chairmen, | sub-chairmen and
other business, All Conserva-
tives of sald Wards, cordially
invited.

N. D. Neill,
Secretary.

. H. Cockshutt,
President.

iof the fact that a royal commission
{ has been appointed and that . their
| trial - will come up in the Supreme
| Court, ‘they feel justified in ‘once
| again taking their seats in the'Legis-
('lature‘ ¢ g ; y

|THREE SUNK, |

' GERMANY CLAIMS

| By Speeial Wiré to the Courler.

| BERLIN, March 4.—(By
|wireless to -Sayville)—The
|sinking of two French auxil-
liary cruisers and one British
|patrol boat by German, sub-
| marines is announced by the
} admiralty.
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USSING A PLAN OF BATTLE. -~ &~ v

- ENTRANCE
THAN

Paris, March 3, 7.05 p.m.—The
French official eye witness gives the
following “description of the defence
of Herbe-Bois, three miiles to the
north of Fort Douaumdnt, where the
great battle of Verdun began twelve
days. ago:-

“It was on February 21 at 7.20
o‘clock “a the moraing that the Ger-
mans 1. the preparation for the
attack, ? héy unloosed a formidable
artillery . fite on the positions' which

FRENCH GRED

French Eye-Witness Tells Tale o
Wonderful Bravery of the French in|
Holding Herbe-Bois Against Attacks)|
of the Germans —The Defence Most|
Glorions in Annals of the Regiment. |

they wished to capture, and shells of
all calibres fell like hail from those of |
150 millimetres to shells of 305 miLi
imetres, It Wwas a veritable drum fire |
of an intensity unknown till now, and
this ‘drum  fire played by series on
objective ‘points selected for attack.
A zone: 500 metres broad and a kilo-

{ metre deep for example was pounded

in such a fashion that the earth was
ploughed -up on the entire superfic-
ial extent 1in . mathematical fashion.
Lacrimosal shells and suffocating gas
shells were also.employed by the en-
emy to accentuate the moral effect.
However, despite this formidable rain
of projectiles, the Germans, on the
first day only succeeded in entering
our first lin€ of defence at Herbe-Bois
and taking a small supporting work
of the line, It was a iniserable result
compared. with the mechanical effort
and the human effort which they had
put forward against our advanced
line of resistance. It was then that
my regiment was called upon to
counter-attack and to try to recapture
the first line lost. When I sav line
it must be understood that there were |
only some chaotic elements of tren-|
ches and furrows torn up with shell
holes. !

PRISONERS HAPPY. |

| the advantage in’ this affair.

e
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DIERS HELD
- 10 TRENGH FOR MORE ¢ :
20 HOURS: KILLED ANY HONG = 52

IN CONTROL
OF RUSSIANS

By Special Wire to the Courier-.
LONDON, March 4—Two
Turkish divisions reinforced
by troops that had fled from
Erzerum are the forces that
had been operating against
the Russians on the line run-

Bitlis, he points out, the en-

1
1

the ground taken 63 prisoners, who
seemed to be very glad not to have to
measure themselves against us any
further. They rubbed their hands and
seemed ‘quite gay at the thought of
having ended their share in the war.
Among these prisoners was an offi-
cer who, having tried to escape, was
killed by the sentry who was charged
with gzarding them.

NATURAL SHELTER GONE,

“Qur counter-attack took place on
February 22, at 4.30 o'clock in the
morning, but after a2 momeiit the |
Boches attacked again. No one had
Then
d%’ing the day there was. on both
sides an unceasing struggle with hand |
grenades, ‘where some of our men
stréined every effort under the pro-|
tection of the grenade throwers, to |
consolidate our positions. At this’
moment we no longer had any natural |
shelter. Herbe-Bois is covered with!
three slumps, in which some large !
trees stand up. On a depth of three !
to four hundred metres behind is or-|
dinary under growth, but the Germ-|
ans had opened up on it a terrible out-
pouring of projectiles, and the wood
at certain places was transformed in- |
to a clearing. It was necewsary,l
therefore to manoeuvre through this
confusion -by climbing and crawling
and to work and raise barricades, and
to organize. the shell holes. It was

_snowing and I leave you to imagine

the endurance which our men ,showed
in the circumstances,
COULD NOT A.DVANCE
“During the course of the night of
February 22, the Germans renewed
their offensive. A bombardment of

! .zhts was revealed once more U
warlike ardor of the French, Despite
the losses incurred (almost all ex-
‘clusively.from‘art‘illery fire, for in

Ilosses. ‘It was still worse during the
day of the 28rd. After having once
ells on otr
Germans sent against us at
least the equivalent of a battalion.
This attack, in a body, excited to the
highest degree the valor of our men.
sighted the Germans at fifty
and under methodic -volleys
in terrible
It was a veritable game of
massacre. Our 75 millimetres on their
side had executed a curtain fire, pre-
fi f th il S ee(aineg
very tew O e assailants succ .

3 2 |tamia would be compelled to
That \
d:d not prevent the Germans attack
ing us once more during the course
of the day, but without any- better

more copiously rained
lines, the

They
metres
the latter fell, howling
faghion.

venting the e

in getting to the rear. Almost
were left on the field of battle.

success.
THE FOUR «“GRENADIERS”

« “Four of our E‘renadiers, posted at

a communication
trench, which united our old firing
trench now occupied by the Germans
a supporfing trench, which we
still held, killed groups of the enemy
as fast as they presented themselves. |

the entrance O

with

than twenty hours. During these 1 al
the |5t Denis, in the suburbs of

‘the infantry engagements Wwe

constantly the upper

Qur troopers
field practice.
murmur their

They saw without
comrades fall

as quietly as at ex :
son to be proud of commanding-suc

men, K RS
TACTICAL RETIREMENT

“At .15 o’clock on the afternoon
of February 23, while we had not re-
was given
- the
Wavrille wood having been taken, we
ran the risk of being surrounded. We
Some
of our men, when they learned that
pro-
tested, asking to be allowed to fight
and die on the spot. However, tactical
reasons obliged us to evacuate Herbe-

tired a single foot, order °
us to withrdaw carefully, = for

waited for the night to come.

we were to leave Hesbe-Bois,

hand) their

morale did not waver for a moment.
manoeuvred  as during

around

them and they continued - their -work
ercise. One has rea-

hiof the disaster has not been

21st the men were in position

irst moment of our appearanc

“A¢+ midnight accordingly on the | cision did

¢ ON men made them

ere rather happy at having at the | faptry in turn attempted to strike, ou

When their in-

! amazing violence sn-git otfh: mol:'tal prer- % Bois and we had to reckon with the
not permit them, however, sy
and | o advance an inch. general situatio

tire Van region passes un-
der the control of the Rus-
sians, while the Russian suc-
cess separates the two Turk-
ish forces operating in the
regions of Mush and Lake
Urumiah respectively.

With the loss of Bitlis, it
appears, Turkish reinforce-
ments coming from Mesopo-

travel by the roundabout
{routes in order to reach the
third Turkish army.

TWENTY KILLED -
*  IN EXPLOSION

By Specig! Wire to the Courier.
PARIS, Mareh 4, 1.57 i.lm.
—Twenty persons were ki

They carried on this work for more

jured in an explosion near

Paris, this morning.
The explosion occurred

Couronn% at . Courneuve,
®lnear St. Denis.  Part of the
ramparts east of the fort
were blown up. The cause

‘|ascertained. .

A quantity of explosives,
including hand grenades,
was stored in this position.

Fire followed, and there

though of less severity on
account of the flames.

man’s coal,” is to be withdrawn from
the market, according to a report gen-

r
suffer. sanguinary l

(Continued on Page 4)

erally credited by Philadelphia retail
\dealers. i .

ed and a large number in-|

near the fort called Double|

were further explosions, al- -

Pea coal, popularly known as “poor |

Great German Attack on
Key of Position, the Sali-
ient of Douaumont. 4

ENEMY MADE .
THREE ATTACKS

Another A&énipt Made in
Darkness by Prussians
Gets Footing. -

e

By Speeial Wire fo the Courler.
Paris, March  4—General Gallieni,

Lminister of war, has told the commis-

sion on military affairs of the chas
ber of deputies, that he is sat \
with the situation at Verdun. ‘He
gave details of the reserves of men
ax;;i stocks of ammunition now avail-
able. B MO |
Military writers say that it vea
rheepét;g with ;llultheﬁ precede!
e Germans should attemp
the salient of Dou
for this key position
‘before solid progr
elsewhere. The attack
long preliminary bom

| Wednesday.

to bring
on Thursday. ¢
:l:;d t%:le afternoon three desperate on-
ughts were made by
and Brandenburg regm 5
In the first and second attacks,
assailants, who fought ~with =
bravery, reached the French
wire, but so fierce -was ‘the hail
bullets from the
rifles ‘that the gray  coated
melted away. The officers ral
again and again -until no me
left torlly,, ..
The third attack be
o’clock in the af
mon;eeaveigle;t than se  wl
pre . For more than an
Germans came on inll&d
hurling themselves, rd
against the ridges held '
Frenchmen. At last the ¢

line wavered at two points, bu

VR By o 9

vantage remains . "French,

whose lines continue uulubhn.

Acting’ Mayor Dowling was }}
to-dly hmeipt °!a.‘. I B
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dred and two. Cul’t‘l.':l'"l
apartment; am The
moment it is safe for me to
travel home I will go. Doubt- §i
le_u you are runnin '.m g8 all

right.” & !
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Plans for the reongasisation OF the
St Louis and San Franciscé Railroad

Company have been perfected, R




