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ing the Houfe to grant unto their Diftrict the effential advantages which
muft infallibly refult from the amendment fuggefted, convinced that the
Interefts of this growing Diftri¢t will always be one of the moft Inter-
efting objects of its deliberations.

A Petition of fundry Inhabitants of the Town and Diftri® of Three
Rivers, whofe names are thereunto fubfcribed, was prefented to the
Houfe by the Honorable Mr. Fuftice De Bonne; and the fame was re-
ceived and recad—

SeTTING FForTH—That this Town and Diftrict hath been for many
years in a very diftrefled fituation in regard to the Education of Youth;
for want of {ufficient encouragement to induce a Teacher of moral cha-
racter and competent Talents, to fettle in the faid Town.

That the circumftances of a great majority of the Inhabitants of this
Diftriét does not permit them to place their children, at a heavy ex-
pence in Quebec or Montreal, for the purpofe of receiving that education
which their circumftances might enable them to procure at home or in.
their immediate neighbourhood.

That the cities of Quebec and Montreal have, for a long time patft,
received a gencrous affiftance from Government, granted unto feveral
of their School Mafters—While the Fathers of Families of the Town
and Diftrict of Three Rivers have feen, and do ftill fee with grief, the-
irreparable lofs of time experienced by their Youth for want of the like
affiftance—Afliftance which alone could determine a perfon of known
talents to {cttle in the faid Town to teach the two languages, fo indife
penfably neceflary in this Province, and the firft principles of the Scien-
ces, whereby Youth would be prepared to complete a liberal Education,

That about the end of the yrar 17799, the Petitioners addrefled them-
felves to His Excellency the Lieutenant Governcr on this fubject, and
His Excellency was pleafed to promife them that he would take into
confideration the fituation of their Diftrict, as foon as he fhould receive
inftruérions frem His Majefly’s Mipiﬁers, to whom he had {fubmitted a
general plan of Education for this Provmce: a promife from which
they flatter themfelves the Province in general and their Diftrict in
particular will expericnce the moft falutary eflects at this time—from
the Liberal intentions manifefted by His Excellency in that part of his
Speech at the opening of the prefent Seflion, whercin he recommends
this object to the confideration of the Legiflature. That



