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the war has caused in the old world, Great Britain and her Allies are appealing as never before 
for more food, more ships, and more coal. No country has vaster resources than Canada, to sup­
ply these imperative requirements. What is needed is vigorous efforts to further an unlimited 
production. To meet this existing need, I am prepared in addition to the measures already 
outlined to take what'further steps may be necessary to increase, double and quadruple the out­
put of all that may be necessary for marching and fighting armies.

Quebec’s Part in the War.

Mr. Crothers, Minister of Labour, speaking recently at St. Thomas, declared that if “Que­
bec had done her duty, as the other provinces we should never have required the Military Service 
Act.”

If enlisting in Quebec was not on a par with enlisting in the other provinces, on whom does 
the responsibility rest? On whom but the Borden government, whose Quebec members openly, 
strenuously and persistently preached the Nationalist doctrine of “no participation by Canada, 
in Imperial wars, outside her own territory.”

That doctrine first put forth in the riding of Drummond-Arthabaska in the autumn of 
1910 by th3 whole Nationalist body, including two of the present Quebec ministers, won the 
election for them. In the general elections of 1911, Reciprocity in Quebec was not the main issue; 
the main issue was thenaval policy of the late administration, which was bitterly assailed by the 
same men, on the same doctrine of “no participation by Canada in Imperial wars outside her 
territory.” And such doctrine taught on the hustings, circulated by the Nationalist press at 
the exp nse of the Conservative organization, had a powerful influence in educating the public 
against the participation by Canada in Imperial wars outside her territroy. The first result was 
at the polls when he L berals won 38 seats and the Conservatives-Nationalist alliance won 27, 
the popular vote being even more evenly divided, the Liberals polling 164,281 votes and the Con­
servative-Nationalists alliance 159,299. The second result was when the war broke out and a 
call made by the government for volunteers. They reaped what they had sowed. There was one 
half of the province which they had educated to reject such an appeal.

The Returned Soldiers.

The greatest service that can be rendered the brave men who have first claim upon our 
gratitude and sympathy is to replace them in civil life. How to do that in the way best calculated 
to enable each man to become, if possible, self-sustaining is a task that will call for the display 
of all that is noblest and best in the Canadian people. In a vast number of cases re-education 
and technical training will be necessary. In these cases patience and generosity on the part of 
the State, combined with sympathetic understanding, practical experience, and scientific know­
ledge on the part of those whom the State will call in to aid its efforts will go a long way towards 
helping the returned soldier to overcome the handicaps of war. If we but set ourselves resolutely 
to this task, its acomplishment will be hastened by the hearty co-operation of every man who has 
been on service overseas.

But there is another duty devolving upon us, the discharge of which should precede that 
above mentioned. The measures now in force for the maintenance, care and comfort of the sol­
diers’ dependents and families are not adequate or equitable. In an effort to rectify this state 
of affairs and to emphasize its policy that the nation’s obligations to the soldiers and their de­
pendents must be discharged by the nation, and not through the medium of public benevolence 
or charity, Mr. Copp, member for Westmoreland, at the last session of Parliament, during the 
consideration of the Military Service Bill, moved this thoughtful resolution:—

“That the further consideration of this bill be deferred until such adequate provisions 
has been made for the dependents of soldiers enlisted for overseas as will remove the necessity 
for raising money by public subscription for their support.”

The resolution was opposed by the government and the motion for its adoption was defeated. 
But the necessity for action still exists, and prompt action must be taken to put the soldiers and 
their dependents beyond any possibility of want after public subscriptions have ceased and the 
glamour and excitement of the war have worn away.

The War Times Election Act.

In order to be effective, to satisfy the public conscience and to secure that acquiescence 
in a verdict which should be the last word on all questions submitted to the people, a general 
election should be an appeal to the electorate such as it exists under the law.

The government have discarded that fundamental principle of the institutions of a free 
people. They have designedly altered the sanctity of the franchise, by choking discussion, by 
ruthlessly using the closure, thay have deliberately manufactured a franchise with which they 
hope to win a victory at the polls—a passing victory for themselves, a permanent injury to the 
country.

This act known as the War Times Election Act, is a blot upon every instinct of justice,


