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JOY IN HEAVEN.

A Sermon by the Rer. A. W. Nicolson.
OP WINDSOR, N. a.

I “ There is joy in the presence of the Anyels of 
| Ood oeer one sinner that repente!h 

Luke, xv, 10.
i For many generations the tendency of tlie re- 
j ligious mind has been toward spiritual and sym­
bolic study. Biblical subjects,—Prophéties,

; Parables, Principles, Purposes—have been 
| pondered with a view to their higher signi- 
: fieanee. Christ's Nature and Mission have 
| been the subjects of endless writing and dis- 
I course; but until recently they have been sur- 
j veyed chiefly from a spiritual standpoint. Hea­
ven, also, its subjects, location, exercises, en­
joyments—has enploved the pens and elicited 
the opinions of the first!writers and preachers 
in different ages. But the results are not such 
as might have been expected. No definite no­
tions have been formed of Heaven ; no creed 
has been agreed upon, respecting this pro­
foundly interesting subject, between members 
of any Church. The representations have 
been altogether ethereal, and the minds of 
hearers or listeners have reiused to adopt any 
{precise theory. Our general reflections on 
[Heaven art, vague and indefinite.

k\ e have reached a period when religious 
[thought appears to Ire passing to another ex- 
[treme. Learned critics have fastened on the 
[subject of Christ's Nature and Mission with 
astonishing tenacity. His humanity is the pro­
blem now. His divinity is thought of little 

[moment in the investigation. Before the mod- 
|ern crucial test of Christ's examiners, the sub- 
[ lime evidences of His Godship sink into insig­
nificance compared with His human traits and 
j His natural principles. It is the same in regard 
to Heaven. Turning from the weary and dy- 
ing Nazârene to the future Kingdom of which 

fhe spoke, modern writers flout at the faith of 
their fathers and construct a Heaven of their 

i own. ** A new Heaven ” it is in reality ; one in 
j every wav suited to the modern human tastes 
and inclinations. Every gratification of the 
present is to be reproduced in the future. The 

j indistinct and spiritual must give place to the 
i grossly material. Our fathers dreamed of a 
| floating, ethereal existance in eternity : their 
i children look lor an existence in which Heaven 
! will be a continuation of Earth—a walking,
[ working, planning, playing state, where all that 

has bceti denied here will be afforded us in full- 
i est enjoy in ^>t.

Alas ! for the discovery of these modern 
writers. Mahomet was far in advance of them 

: The North Amerieaa Indian had reached it 
centuries ago without a ltcveUtion ! East and 
West a material creed had been accepted and 
cherished, which was only more definite and dis­
tinct than this crude speculation of the ninc- 

j teenth century
The great mistake appears to be in adapting 

j the future state to our human conceptions and 
- tastes. A more rational course would surely be 
j that of adapting our future nature, inclinations 

and habits, to the home provided for us. No 
• one reasonably doubts that other worlds may 

be inhabited. Yet science has proved that 
creatures in other worlds must be differently 
constituted front the inhabitants of this. One 
planet has no atmosphere ; the sun pours down 
his fiercest rays without any modifying, sooth­
ing medium. To us this would bring speedy 
death. Another world has no water. If these 
are bodies in those spheres, they must be formed 

| of substance (tillering from flesh and blood and 
bone. Yet these existences are doubtless holy 
and happy.

“ It doth not yet appear what, we shall be. 
We only know that Jesns is preparing^» place 
for us, and that “we shall drink el 
sures there.” “ This mortal shall 
urtah'tvj” in every way adapted to 
tal joys and exercises of which we become 
in regeneration. X

These remarks must not he understood as. a 
rebuke to devout meditation on the coiping 
state. The wonder is that we do not enquire 
more diligently on the subject. If some autho­
rised messenger called at your door to say. that 
at a given date you must remove for go future 
life to some golden city of the West, I can con­
ceive of new interest arising in your mind 
which would be only increased By frequent pil­
grimages to every oracle who could give infor­
mation on the subject. What of this city— its 
privileges—its inhabitants—its climate—its im­
munities ? These are questions which would 
occupy the mind day and night. This all ap­
plies to every Christian's relation to Heaven. 
He who had the clearest views of it longed to 
depart and be with Christ which is far 
better."

The conversations of our Lord give us oca- 
sional glimpses of Heaven, like rifts in the 
cloml- revealing the blue sky beyond the tern 
pest, like the casual opening of a door inside 
of which Princes, Priests and nobles are sitting 
in royal feast or intercourse. This is one of 
these allusions. It refers to a class of beings 
very dear to us. Not the “angels*' às we 
generally understand the term—the spirits who 
never sinned, and consequently have not, per­
haps profoundest sympathy with us. The re­
ference is to departed spirits. “ Their mgels 
“ said Christ ” “ do always behold the face of 
my Father," He spoke then of children. “ It 
is his ungel " said the- unbelieving disciples re­
specting Peter’s release from Ptison. “ Their 
is joy in the presence " or among “the spirits 
the angels of God : ” among your kindred and 
mine, fellow-christians when we repent or 
turn from sin to holiness, from Satan unto 
Christ.

In this world we have what may he called a 
scale or gamut of emotions, the highest of 
which is happiness. The descending scale is 
sadness, sorrow, distress and so down to an 

l guisb and black despair;—from the verge of 
Heaven in feeling, there is a descending grada­
tion to the very brink of Hell. No other world 
—at least it is good to think so—has similar 
range of the lower emotions.

But in Heaven, happiness is the lowest point 
which spirits touch. From that they pass up­
wards to greater happiness, to joy, to rapture, 
to ecstatic emotion, till bliss like an ocean 
stretches everywhere before them without a bot­
tom or a shore. There is no sorrow in Heaven 
Yet there is something very near akin to it; a. 
feeling which can mingle with happiness with- 
put destroying it. “There was silence in hea-
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ven about the space of halt an hour." What the Barometer. Omniscience alone can go be 
the opening of that seventh seal was, we ari; yond the knowledge of angels. Nature, mind, 
not told. The awful suspense of some woe ap- matter,have no secrets which they cannot unlock, 
preaching the earth : the first crash of Nature When the Apostle assures us in respect to “ the 
as our world burst away from its moral orbit; Father of Spirits " that “ all things are naked 
the anguish of the son of Mary—the last humi- and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom 
liation of the son of God as He stooped to con- we have to do," he affords us also a glimpse of 
quer: or that preadamic horror of rebellion in the keenness of observation with- which He has <- lir'5tlan'6 Me furnish illustrations of this

WORK FOR GOI> NOT LOST.

God's promise is that his wonl shall not re­
turn unto him void. It shall accomplish his 
pleasure, and “ it shall prosper in the thing 
whereunto it is sent." In other wools, “Work 
done for God, it dietii not." Prubablv everv

“ My dear Edwin, you have doubly erred ; lv and freely reconciled unto God through Je- 
first, in being Joo easily satisfied, and then in sits Christ the if- Lord, 
being too easily discouraged.

most cheering fact. The incident below oc­
curred under the writer's own observation, and 
it is perfectly reliable.

In March, I8Ô4, Bishop Simpson ami myself 
were passing up the Columbia River from Port­
land, Oregon, to the Dalles. It was before the

Heaven (for it is difficult to distinguish prophe- endowed his angelic children, 
cy from recital in that great apocalyptic vision) Yet are there limits to angelic knowledge 
-some such event produced a brief suspense of and vision. The Romish calender of saints, 

happiness among the glorified, as if the almighty and the prayers hourly offered through them, 
hand had been laid instantly on harps and lip» are based on the supposition that they are 
which had been vocal with praise and hushed omnipresent as well as omniscient. These are- 
them to silence. And kindred feelings must : divine attributes ; angels have rejected such hoin-1 ke<'1* of n,,bk‘ ha<1 the waters of
our loved ones yonder have occasionally as they ! age as was associated with this undue estimate !,he Columbia. At the Cascades, seventy
Hand beside us and watch our reckless tread on j of their character in human minds. Each mile* frnm Portland, ye took passage in an In- 
the brink of destruction, as they see the finer J saint cannot know every instance of prayer or '*ian «woe for the Dalles, fifty miles distant, 
lineaments receding before the coarse, brutal penitence which occurs in our world. The cir- ’****' w*lolf' country was a wilderness, unoceu- 
traces of passion and indulgence ; or behold ck of Christian influence and result is widening ! Pi<Ml savc *»>' » sma11 company of United Sûtes
some companion of early promise finally led 
away “ captive by the devil at his will."

Our very natural thought of sainted friends 
is, that they must be absorbed with their view* 
of Heaven, with the glory of God and the Lamb 
the shining throng of seraphim and cherubim.: 
Let it cheer us with tenderest revelation of theij 
condition and sympathies, and with loving ex­
hibition of His faithfulness who sends them to 
earth, that they are around us and with us 
every hour of every day. God does not call 
spirits from earth never to return. This world 

ill attract them : strange if it would not ! Dq 
nobles forget their birthplaces ? Is it like a 
true heart, when it has become rich and great 
to forget and forsake its poorer kindred 3 
Mrs. Browning had the popular notion when 
she wrote, “I think this passionate sigh, Whull 
half begun, I stifle back, may reach. And 
stir the plumes of God's calm angel Standing inj 
the sun."

The sigh does not go so far. The concaten­
ation is more intimate than links so far apart as 
the earth and the solar body. Heaven is very 
near us ; at least heavenly spirits are, and so if 
God, which one would think quite enough to 
constitute Heaven.

It is no cursory glance which our sainted 
friends bestow on us. They have a minute 
knowledge of our allairs. They know all our 
throbs of anguish. They see every footstep 
which has left traces of blood on lifes rugged 
and thorny path. When we sit down to weep 
they sit beside us. Do we believe this ? L- 
the figure too finely drawn ? Think for a mo­
ment.

1. It is one sinner they are said to rejoice 
over—a single sinner. That a suppliant nation, 
a returning multitude, a repenting city should 
arrest the attention of Heaven, might not be 
surprising. But this is a different occurrence. 
Some inan long bold in transgression, shielded 
with armor of self-sufficiency or atheistic indif­
ference, is pierced to the heart by an arrow 
from the bow of Christ’s intercession, and angels 
follow him away from the crowd and din of life 
to the closet or the cave, and whisper as they 
surround him “ Behold he praveth ! ” Sonie 
woman whose charity was a proverb, sees her 
heart laid open, and shivering before the un- 
imagiued vilenoss, falls like a wounded bird out 
of the flock, and angels bear her tenderly away 
to her grief and her repentance. Some depr 
child, whose innocence had never bèçn ques­
tioned, wakes in the night to weep over a word 
harshly spoken to guardian or mother, and 
angels by God's command smooth her pillow 
and “ give his beloved sleep."

“ Qne sinner that repenteth "—and yet how 
lightly do we estimate the return of a single 
sinner to God !

2. —It is the rejtenlanee of a sinner over 
which they rejoice ;—that sharp and painful 
conviction of sin ; that serious apprehension ol' 
danger ; that mental abhorrence and renuncia­
tion of tne vile and selfish aad sensual, which full 
ow the pungent thrusts of the Spirit’s sword into 
heart and conscience. To our vision there is 
nothing more deceptive than that “ sorrow of 
the world,"’—the offspring of fear, which builds 
its hopes on future obedience rather than on 
the atonement, and van consist with an aver­
sion to God and His law, leading ultimately to 
a despicable form of religion, or a fatal relapse 
into indifference and indulgence. The “ very 
elect,” chosen to know “ the secret of the 
Lord" which “ is-with them that fear Him 
are deceived by the hypocrisies and impost- 
tures of their fellowmen. But angels see and 
judge the heart and motive. Is there any ex­
planation of this mystery of angelic insight to 
human character? We offer an opinion which 
does not originate with a love of vain specula­
tion, but is to our mind both rational and script­
ural.

Matter offers no obstruction either to the vis­
ion or operations of angels. Philosophers assert 
that what assures to our view the appearance 
of gross material substance, is only composed 
of minute particles, no two of which touch 
each other. The finest marble, the most : solid 
metal, are only a few degrees more closely 
compressed in their particles than earth or 
sand. Both marble and metal are porous, and 
may contain myriads of animated creatures so 
minute as to defy the sight. Matter is created 
for a purpose,—to sustain vegetable 
and human life ; but spirits are independent of, 
and superior to, all laws of matter. The soul 
of the miner whose death has lieen caused by- 
sudden crush of earth or fierce explosion of 
fire-damp, rises triumphantly through a mile of 
clay and mineral, till it finds its genial element 
above. The earthquake which engulphs its vic­
tims does not hold their spirits in thraldom ; 
they but enter another abode and move in 
different atmosphere.

This is the only theory by which we can ex­
plain the facility with which spiritual beings dis­
pose of matter when it suits their purpose 
The angels removing the stone from the sep­
ulchre ; the angels entering Peter's prison and 
releasing him from restraint of guards and dun­
geon ; the visit of Christ to the closed room in 
which his disciples worshipped. Would God 
but open our eyes as He did those of Elijah's 
sen-ant at Dothan, it would be seen that wood­
en and granite walls do not exclude our neigh­
bours of the spirit world.

And our bodies are only matter. Blood and 
flesh and bones form no obstruction to* the vi­
sion of angels. They see our spirits as a man 
sees the faces ofhis friends. They read our 
hopes and fears, our pure thoughts and evil 
passions as we read Fair or Foul on the index of

rapidly. Missions and ministerial work ; Sab- j at the Dalles and a few daring whites,
schools and Tract distribution ;‘Bible societies ^venturers, and some of them men of dissolute 
and Young Men’s Christian associations, with ! habiu and depraved morals. Besides these the 
numerous kindred institutions, are constantly |Indian* werc numerous. Our crew in the canoe 
bringing sinners to God. Joy in Heaven over ' w"n‘ two Indians and three or four squaws. 
eeery sinner that repents would be simply a per­
petual festivity for this one cause, shutting out

coloring with pleasure and surprise.
Not in itself, perhaps," replied Henry ; but

all emotion over other events
This leads to a most interesting thought : — 

each human angel has its own sphere of earthlv 
observation and knowledge—perhaps of guard­
ianship—for “ are they not all ministering Spir­
its ? &c.—Left behind, we are not left alone.— 
over the families they loved, and the congrega­
tions in which they worshipped, our glorified 
friends, perpetually hover. The keen pangs of 
penitence which bring tears to us only bring joy 
to them. And in turn we shall be exalted to 
similar spiritual oversight.

We have thus reached several conclusions ;— 
1.—The spirits of our loved ones who have 
died in Jesus are always about us. Let the 
thought rebuke us often when the baser por­
tions of our natures would rise superior to the 
purely spiritual. In addition to the awful re­
collection—“ Thou God seest me," let us car­
ry with us tliis conviction -Our glorified kin­
dred see us also. “ Wherefore seeing we also 
are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight. &c."

2.—There are seasons when our “ dead in 
Christ,” are more especially interested in our 
existence. All the promises are conditional ; 
not only our faith but our necessity endears us 
to God and to angels. “ Grace to held in time 
of need." Troops of angels hasten to allay our 
irritations and soothe our fears when the true 
Christian conflict begins. Christ agonizes in 
the garden—an angel steps out of the gloom 
and ministers to Him. The beggar dies—an­
gels are his immediate attendants. A sinner 
repents—angels tune afresh their heavenly lyres.

We once stood by a privileged death bed. 
The man of faith had just relinquished earth ; 
put away from the throne of his affections the 
supremacy of wife and children, consigning 
them to a lower but not less honoured place,— 
Christ ascended the throne. “ Whom have I 
in Heaven hut Thee ; and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside Thee." These were 
his exultant words. And then Heaven was un­
veiled to him, A man of strong mind, giving 
no sign of mental wandering, he yet looked at 
us in astonishment when declaring that the an­
gels, which he said were everywhere about him, 
were by us unperevved. True, we cannot al­
ways say what is real and what illusory in such 
cases ; but admitting it to be only a vision, the 
result on the beholders mind may be as cheer­
ing as was Jacob's vision to the patriarchal sub­
ject of divine manifestations.

8.—Our periods of repentance are those of the 
utmost sympathy in Heaven. This must he 
owing to certain knowledge possessed by the 
angels. They have a correct estimate of the 
misery from which each penitent is rescued.— 
Abraham saw and conversed with the Rich man. 
Heaven and Hell are not far separated. The 
condition is everything in eternity,—the joy of 
regeneration and adoption, having attained to 
lull fruition, “ to the company of the firstborn 
—this is Heaven. The recovery of a rebellons 
life,—of persistent rejection of Christ and mer­
cy, this is Hell. “ Son remember ” were 
Abraham’s emphatic words. Seeing the un­
mitigated sorrows of the damned, angels re- 

_ oice when the penitent through grace escapes 
them.

And they have experimental knowledge of 
the bliss to which the penitent hastens. Pass­
ing under the cloud, they see his way into the 
sunshine. Bearing the Cross, they see His 
Crown in prospect.^. Weeping by the way, they 
know the tenderness of a Hand which will soon 
wipe away his tears. May we all join in God's 
good time that holy, happy throng!

The passengers, besides the Bishop and myself, 
were two or three Indian dogs, and two white 
men more depraved than the dogs. Their 
hides—the men's—were full of mean whiakv, 
and each had a quart bottle full to replenish 
from as evaporation diminished the supply thev 
had imbibed.

Their months were full of cursing, bitterness, 
aud obscenity. Their foul dialect, employed 
for the purpose of irritating their clerical fellow- 
passengers, was very annoying. Once or twice 
a stem reprimand rose to the lips of the writer, 
and it was almost half uttered, but at a signal 
from the Bishop it was repressed. After awhile 
>ne of the drunkards fell off into a condition of 
insensibility. The other became silent. At 
length the Bishop very kindly inquired of him 
whether his mother was still living. He very 
eagerly answered that she was. Another ques­
tion, “ Is your mother a praying woman ? "

O yes." “ Do you think she is praying for 
you every day ? " With deep feeling the answer 
came, “ 1 have no doubt of it.” Finding that 
lie had struck a chord that vibrated, the Bishop 
continued, “ Do you supposed your mother 
knows the kind of life you are leading ? ” The 
sensibilities of the dissipated youth were stirred. 
The fountains of tears were unsealed, and with 
sobs and flowing tears the young man replied 
that he “ would not have her know it for the 
world."

The subject was followed up by the Bishop 
with an earnest, feeling exhortation, which was 
apparently well received. The day passed 
away-. A\ e lodged at an Indian camp, and the 
next morning parted with our whisky-bloated 
fellow-passengers. The Bishop has probably 
never seen those men since ; bnt the seed he 
sowed there by the wav-side brought forth its 
harvest in God’s own good time, as the writer 
learned more than ten years afterward

In October, 1864, as I was coming down the 
I pper Columbia in a splendid steamer, one of 
perhaps a hundred passengers, a well-dressed) 
respectable looking gentleman, introduced him­
self to roe, informing me that he was the young 
man to whom the Bishop put those searching 
but kindly questions on the canoe in March, 
18Ô4, and that that interview bad been made 
life-long blessing to him, “ for," said he, “ 
have drank no more whisky ; I have led a sober, 
industrious life ; I have a respectable family, 
and I have amassed a competence, and I am 
trying to live a religious life." He ascribed it 
all, under God's blessing, to the faithfulness of 
the good Bishop.

A\ ho will say that “ bread east upon the 
waters " shall not be gathered in its due season ? 
We may not witness the germination of the 
previous seed, but it will germinate whether we 
see it or not. It was not until June, 1868, more 
than fourteen years after the labor was be­
stowed, that Bishop Simpson learned of its re­
sult. Toil on, Christian worker, since thy labor 
is not in vain in the Lord.

Thon canst not toil in vain :
CoM, best, and moist, and dry,

Shall foster and mature the grain 
For garners in the sky.

Thomas H. Vrahnk.
Knoxeille, Term., Dee. 12. 1869.

—Chris. Advocate.

it will serve often to remind us both of an im- P0»* tneastm-8. institutions, benevolent agvu- 
portant truth which was suggested to roe when ' c'<‘$- missions, need to be managed on a Irigh- 
I saw you laboring at your copy.” Edwin look-1 toned, scrupulous and unquestionable tone ol 
ed in surprise at his brother, who thus proceed- ! honor, without evasion, or partisanship, orover- 
ed to explain his words. j much of the serpent’s cunning. The hand that

We,.dear Edwin, as Christians, have all Pves awa> H*b)l' must be unspotted from 
one work set before us, to copy into our lives j worbb Tli|e motley that sends the mission-

ary to the heathen must be honestly earned

Religions ^ilisrtliann.
THE COMING YEARS

BY C.UU HI'ENCKR 

The glorious coming years,
The strong victorious years—

Our prophets see them far upon the way ;
With timbrel and with song.

" Before the doubting throng.
They bear the standard of the welcome day.

The grand millennial years.
The fruitful harvest years.

So sure to blossom when we shall not see. 
Contented we forego,
If each one seed may sow 

Which in that century shall be a tree.

O world of want and wrong !
O world, despairing long !

Our hopes are strong for thee, our hands are full. 
Our prayers, with labor wrought.
Have golden answers caught—

The promise is so vague and bountiful !

For evert- hopeful plan—
All help from man to man—

Room, where the hosts of true reform advance ; 
The names of Right and Good— 
Though little understood—

Shall keep their armies safe from sore mischani e.

Than every throned HI 
Our faith sits higher still— [pears.

High as the Throne where Right with God ap- 
So lifted over fate.
So strong to work and wait.

Are they who count on the Eternal years.
—Hours at Home.

THE IMPERFECT COPY.

" I have set the Lord always before me.”—Psalm 
xri. 8.

' ‘ Always busy at your drawing, Edwin ?" 
said Ills elder brother Henry, as he entered the 
school-room one morning.

Edwin looked up for a moment with a smile 
and then went on tracing with evident pleasure 
the outline of a face. His brother came behind 
him and looked over his shoulder. Edwin lis­
tened for his remarks, though without ceasing 
to draw.

“ You are taking pains, I see," said Henry 
at last, in a kindly tone ; " but I aui afraid that 
you wiil have to use your Indian rubber here 
and here ; these lines you may perceive are not 
in good drawing."

“ I don't see much wrong in them," replied 
Edwin, sus|H-nding his pencil, with something 
of vexation in his tone, for he had expected no­
thing but praise.

“ If you compare them with your study you 
will perceive that all this ont line is incorrect."

“ Where is the study?" continued Henry look­
ing in vain for h on the table.

“ O, it’s somewhere up stairs," said Edwin, 
“ I remember very well what it is like, and can 
go on without looking at it every minute."

“ Would you oblige me by bringing it ?" said 
his chier brother, who perceived that as long as 
Edwin merely drew from memory he would not 
see the faults in his sketch.

Edwin went up stairs rallier unwillingly, end 
soon brought down a beautiful study; a face 
most perfect in form and expression.

Henry silently put the two pictures together. 
Edwin gxzed with bitter disappointment on his 
own copy, which but a few moments before he 
had thought so good. Not a feature was really 
like; the whole looked crooked and cremp; 
even Ins partial eye could not but see » thou­
sand faults in his sketch.

“ I shall never get it right!” Edwin exclaim­
ed, ie a burst of vexation ; and snatching up the 
unfortunate drawing, he would have tom it 
asunder hggl he not be«.n prevented by his bro­
ther.

EFFECTIVE CHRISTIANITY.

In regard to that Christianity which the world 
most requires to-day. Bishop Huntington very 
truly remarks f—

We want in ! you, Christianity that is Chris-

I shall never make it like that beautiful 
fare!" cried thmdisheartened boy.

You need patience, you need help, you 
need above all. often to look at your copy. A 
perfect resemblance you never may have, but 

ou may succeed in getting one which will do j 
credit both to you and your master. ,ia“ am"s counters, over dinner tables, behind

Edwin took up the pencil which he bad flung *he neighbours back, a« in his face. NX e want 
down, and carefully and attentively sttidied the m you a l hriftianitv that we can find in the 
picture. He found very much in his copy to temperance of jthe meal, in moderation of dress, 
alter, very much to rub ont; but at last he com- ! respect for authority, in amiability at home, 
pie ted a very fair sketch, which be presented in veracity at d simplicity in mixed society, 
with a little hesitation to his brother. I Howland Hill jused to say he would give very

I shall have this framed and hung up iu ray linb* for the religion of e man whose very dog 
room," said Henrv, ami cat were not the better for his religion.

O. it is not worth that!" exclaimed Edwin We want fewer gossiping, slandering, glutton­
ous, peevish, conceited. Ingot ed Christians 

To make them effectual, all our public reli-

tbe example set us by our heavenly Master. It 
is in the Bible that we behold the features of a 
character perfect and pure. But how many of 
us choose rather to imagine for ourselves what 
a Christian should be like ! We aim too low ; 
we are content with little progress ; we perhaps 
please ourselves with the thought ot our own 
wisdom and goodness, while every one but our­
selves can see that our copy is wretched and 
worthless.

“ XX’hat are we to do ?" said Edwin.
* * XX’e must closely examine the study set us 

in the Bible ; we must compare our lives with 
God's law, and we shall then soon find enough 
of weakness and sin to make w humble our­
selves before God. XXTien we read of the meek­
ness and gentleness of Christ, we shall be 
ashamed of dur own passion and pride : when 
we find how holy was our great example, we 
shall be grieved to think how unlike to him we 
are.”

“,\Ve can never make a good copy," sighed 
Edwin, we may just give up the attempt at 
once."

“ You judge as you did when you wished to 
tear up your picture in despair as soon as you 
saw how imperfect it was. No, no, my dear 
boy, I say to you now, as I said to you then, 
you need patience, you need help—help from 
the good spirit of God ; and above all, you 
need to look often at your study, to keep the 
character and work of your Lord ever before 
your eyes.”

But if I do mv best I shall still fall so 
short !”

’• I know it,” said Henry gravely ; *• but this 
feeling should not prevent your aiming at per­
fections. God will complete his work in the 
hearts of his servants ; not on earth, but in 
heaven. There the copy feebly commenced be­
low, shall be made a likeness indeed ! For 
what says the XVord of God ? “XVe know that 
when he shall appear we shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is

XV ATCHFU LNESS.

The subject comes very near to those who 
have been overtaken by sins and fermenting fol­
lies . There are many men who have been caught 
by wrong, and are honestly striving to break 
away from it. There are persons who are re­
ceding from depths of wickedness. They 
should never again even look hack to the ground 
from which they have fled. XVben God called 
Lot’s family from Sodom, aad told tin-in to flee 
for their lives, he said to them, “ Look not 
back." It was dangerous for a person fleeing 
from Sodom even to look back. It is a grand 
lesson of history hung out as a warning to us. 
Such lingering looks cast back are perilous, 
they tend to lead people again to that which is 
evil. It is very bad for a man, in leaving his 
old sins and temptations, not to break with them 
so that they are his enemies.—//, W Beecher.

In
short the two jjnus to the church—justice ami 
mercy—must bj“ stretched out, working for man, 
stregthening thje brethen, or else your faith is 
vain, and ve are vet in vour sins.

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN 1869.

The year 1869 is of more than ordinary im­
portance in th« history of the Cliristian Church. 
It is not every year that we are enabled to refer 
in our annual review to events like the conver­
sion of the (Jiujen of an important pagan coun­
try, or the meeting of an (Ecumenical Council, 
or the union of two so important ecclesiastical 
bodies as the Old School and New School Pres 
byterians. The new year opens with prospecte 
which are to the Protestant Christian unusuallt 
bright.

PROGRESS OK PROTESTANT CHRISTIANITY

The reports: of the eighty and odd mission­
ary societies, which are at present engaged in 
the work of planting Christian Churches in 
pagan l uunlries, were, on the whole, very satis­
factory. The; harvest they have reaped is 
copious. By far the most important fact, in 
the missionary: history ol the year, is the con­
version of thy Queen of Madagascar. For 
nearly half ai century this country has been 
alternately thy cause of great hope or great 
fear. Christianity has been several times on 
the eve of a great victory, or on the brink of 
total destruction by fierce persecutions. The 
conversion ot the new reigning Queen, at the 
beginning of the present year, seems to have 
finally decided the struggle. The last bulwarks 
of Paganism are crumbling to pieces. All the 
influential turn of the country are making 
haste to declare in favour of Christianity 
Though the missionaries exercise proper can­
in receiving those who seek to enter the com­
munion of the Christian congregations from 
worldly motives, their number is scarcely suffi­
cient for teaching those who are eager to ob­
tain the necessary instruction in the Christian 
religion. The Loudon Missionary Society 
which has established and thus far conducted 
this interesting mission, intends, therefore, to 
send out more missionaries ; and other mission­
ary societies think of likewise entering the 
field in support of the London Society* The 
Roman Catholic missionaries, who muster in 
large force in Madagascar, and have the vigor­
ous support of the French Government, will 
make great exertions to obtain a large share 
the hundred thousands who may now be ex 
peeted socn to embrace Christianity ; but, ac-

LOYOLA, LUTHLR, AND CHALMERS,

These three great men passed through pecu­
liar religious experiences which Dr. Hanna, the 
Biographer of Chalmers, thus compares : — 

Loyola's great effort was to tread the world 
beneath his feet, and to rise into a mystic re­
gion of idealism, where high spiritual inter­
course with the unseen world might be enjoyed. 
The main stress of his struggle was (o mor­
tify the desires of the flesh aud of the miud, 
to spiritualize the carnal nature.

Luther's great effort, prompted by an urgent 
sense of guilt, was to reconcile himself to an 
offended Deity ; and the main stress of his 
struggle was to bring into a state of right ad­
justment his personal and immediate relation­
ship with God.

Dr. Chalmers' great effort was to prepare 
for an eternity felt to be at hand, by discharging 
aright the duties of time : and the main stress 
of his struggle was to bring his dispositions 
and conduct towards all around him up to the 
requirements of the Divine law.

Loyola busied himself mainly with fastening 
aright the ties, and sustaining the communion 
which bound him to the spiritual world, as that 
world was conceived of and believed in.
Luther busied himself mainly with his legal 
standing before the High Judge of all the 
earth, and was still trying over and over again 
the question of his acceptance or his condem­
nation before the bar of Eternal Justice. Dr, 
Chalmers busied himself mainly with the state 
of his affections and behaviour towards his fel­
low men, with all of whom be tried to be on 
terms of perfect and cordial amity ere he pass­
ed into eternity.

The devotional element predominated with 
the first, the legal with the second, and the mo­
ral and social with the third ; but ot his severe 
and prolonged struggle Loyola found his exit 
by casting himself into the bossom of the 
Church, and giving himself up to the devotions 
whieh she prescribed and the services which she 
demande»! ; bat of their straggle. Lather and 
Dr. Chalmers alike found their exit by casting 
themselves into the bosom of their Saviour and 
giving themselves up to all the duties of life, 
spiritual and social, as those who have been ful-

oording to present appearances, the great bulk 
of the people will accept Christianity in that form 
in whieh the missionaries of the London Society, 
most of whom are Congregationalism, have 
preached it :to them.

Violent outbreaks against Christian mission­
aries and their mission churches have occurred 
repeatedly jn China. A considerable portion of 
the Chinese are evidently filled with a fanatical 
Hatred of Christianity, but the Government has 
remained true to the pledges which it has given 
in the new [treaties to the Treaty Powers, and 
made earnest efforts to uphold religious tolera­
tion. The ratification ot the treaties, concluded 
by Mr. Burlingame, with the Governments 
the United States and England by the Impe 
rial Government, seems to be a new guarantee 
that the profession of Christianity will be tolera­
ted, and, if necessary, protected

The important internal changes which during 
the past year have taken place in Japan, and 
which have introduced that country into the 
number of constitutioual monarchies, will be 
favourably to ^Christianity. Though the laws 
against Christianity have not yet been formally 
repealed,; religious toleration has actually 
made great progress. After the model of China 
the Imperial Government of Japan has estab­
lished learned institutions of a high order, 
whieh are under the management of Christian 
foreigners. The beginning of Protestant con­
gregations has been made, aad Chaptian litera­
ture acquires large number of friends.

The progress of Christianity in British India, 
though qoiselcss, ami therefore not generally 
known, if nevertheless of the most gratifying chit 
racter. Churches, schools, and other institu­
tions are springing up in aU directions, and 
Christianity begin* to be feh as a power among 
the natives. India is rapidly approaching the 
time when it will be a Christian country.

As regards the spread of Protestantism in 
Roman Catholic countries, Mexico has fur- 
n -bed the greatest results. XVe published a few 
weeks ago the details of the advance of Pro­
ie-tant ism during the present year, which are 
marvellous. The country in which only a few 
years ago no Protestant service was celebrated 
now has over one hundred Protestant congrega­
tions, with the best prospects of a rapid in­
crease. The Argentine Republic now receives 
every year several thousand Protestant im­
migrant*, and annually adds to the number 
of protestant churches and schools. In Spain 
Protestantism is consolidating itself on a safe 
basis. j
THE MOVEMENTS IX THE PROTEST AN T WORLD.

At the progress of Christianity was on the

hole, most gratifying during the part year, 
so was the condition of that part of the ( hris- 
tiau world whieh we generally compris- under 
the name of Protestantism. The main branch­
es of American Protestantism all re|x>rt the us­
ual progress. and as statistical investigations 
haw conclusively shown, Protestantism, both 
here in the United States and in the world at 
large, is rapidly gaining upon the Roman I ath- 
olic Church. The population connected with 
the Protestant Churches of the world now ex­
ceeds one hundred million, and shows annually 

large increase ; especially ill the OUI XX’orld, 
Christianity has to fight hard battles with a new 
kind of anti-Christian opinion ; but thus far the j 
power of Christianity in society has nowhere 
suffered any serious decline.

The conflict between the evangelical school 
of Protestantism and the Rationalists has been 
severe. The celebrated Coleuso case was. for 
all practical purposes, ended by the appoint­
ment of another bishop for the diocese of Na­
tal, who, though not recognized by the State, 
lias gathered uuder his jurisdiction the larger 
portion of the clergy and laity, leaving to Co- 
lenso an insignificant party, which will of course 
cease to exist w ith the death or resignation of 
Colenao. Another Rationalistic clergyman, of 
the Church of England, Rev. Mr. X oy sey, was 
also deposed from office. Ou the other hand, 
the appointment Of the Rev. Dr. Temple, one 
of the seven authors of the Essays olid Bceiews 
was looked upon as a concession to a school 
which is generally regarded as, at least, lean­
ing ou the more fully developed Rationalism of 
other churches and countries. In Germany the 
Rationalistic party has been recognized in the 
• Protestant Union.” which holds annual meet­

ing!. and fully controls several of the minor 
Church governments, as, for instance, those of 
Baden and Saxe-Coburg. In France and Hol­
land, orthodoxy and Rationalism still dispute 
with each other the ascendancy in the Stale 
Churches, and the prospects of orthodoxy ap­
pear to be steadily improving.

The connection between State and Church, or 
rather the enslavement of Church and religion 
by the State, is rapidly drawing toward a close ; 
for many years no such blow has been dealt to 
the principle of State Churchism as the disestab. 
ment of the Anglican Church in Ireland. 
Though many expectejl that this measure might 
at first strengthen the influence of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Ireland, all the Protestant 
churches, save those which derive pecuniary be­
nefits from the State Church system, rallied for 
a vigorous support of the irise measure of Mr. 
Gladstone, aud aided effectually iu obtaining for 
it a complete victory. Thue, one of the richest 
State Churches of the world hie been raxed to 
the ground ; that of Scotland, it is certain must 
soon follow ; and in England the friends of the 
Free Church principle begin to receive a pow­
erful re-enforcement from those High Church 
men who think a Church separate from the State 
is at least greatly preferable to a Church gov­
erned by the untrustworthy predilections of ac­
tual prime ministers. In Germany, the resto­
ration of national synods gives to the Church in 
each of the Sûtes, at least a larger share in the 
administration of ecclesiastical affairs than they 
have had heretofore. The same tendency is 
growing in all the other countries of Europe.

The union movements which have for their 
object to draw the divisions of ProtesUntism 
loser to each other, and, in particular, to unite 

those who are kept asunder only by points of 
trilling difference, led in 1869, to the successful 
reunion of the Old School and New1 School 
Presbyterians in the United Sûtes. The ob- 
Lacles were found to be much less important 

than had been imagined ; and tbs united Pres­
byterians received from all parts of the Chris­
tian world the hearty congratulations of those 
who believe that the time has come when what 
separates Christian brethren should be recog­
nized as being of infinitely smaller slgnificam-e 
than what unites them ; that, therefore, the for­
mer should be more ignored than has heretofore 
been the ease ; and that to the latter a more em­
phatic external expression should be given.

Akin with the spirit which prompted the re­
union of the Presbyterians is the hearty co­
operation which prominent Protestants in all 
countries have pledged to the Œcumenii-al 
Council of Evangelical Protestantism, which the 
Evangelical Alliance has agreed to hold next 
year in the city-of New York. Though the 
idea of the common interests of all evangelical 
Protestant denominations, and of the necessity 
of uniting them aU together in closer bonds of 
union, has not yet penetrated the masses, as 
much as is desirable, it is now fuUy shared by 
a majority of the foremost thinkers and leaders 
of the Church in aU countries ; and great resulu 
we believe, may be expected from this move­
ment.

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.

The Roman Catholic Church during the whole 
year seemed to be almost exclusively occupied 
with the preparations of the (Ecumenical Coun­
cil, which met on December 8th. At the be­
ginning of the year, strong hopes were enter- 
uined in Rome that some «£. the bishops of the 
Eastern churches would be induced to accept 
the papal invitation and to attend the Council. 
The invitation was transmitted to each of the 
Eastern bishops, and to the Patriarchs of the 
ancient sees it was solemnly presented by spe­
cial papal envoys. The result of these efforts 
was not favorable to the papal hopes. The 
heads of the Eastern churches, though politely, 
yet very pointedly declined to accept the invita­
tion ; and now that the Council has met, it 
seems that not a single one of all the Eastern 
bishops has made his agppstiance.

The ProtêttaptisHyit aspmliatad the papal 
invitation, not oulfWk equal unanimity, but 
with much greater emphasis. A number of ec­
clesiastical assemblies took formal notice of the 
papal letter of invitation, some preparing a re­
ply restating the points of difference which se­
parate two Churches, aud others deemiug any 
reply only superfluous. Only s few Anglicans 
regard the Council with particular respect, and 
may use its decrees as • pretext for consumma­
ting their long-meditated union with Rome.

Within the Roman Catholic Church, specula­
tion was rife as to what acts the Council would 
be likely to past. From the intimation* given 
in the papers published in Rome, it was inferred 
that the Council was expected in Rome to give 
an emphatic sanction to the Syllabus, promul­
gate again the ultra-papal theories held in the


