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——
THE LATE REV. THOMAS JACKSON.

SERVICE AT CITY-ROAD CHAPEL.

A pEEPLY interesting service in conmection

with the recent decease of Rev. Tbmu.-h::: | the people might be o.
m |

son was held on Wednesday morni

City-road chapel, the time-honoured sanctusry | (hey had been reading that morning—Elijah |
and Elisba, and Daniel, and Jeremiab, the suf- |

being densely crowded in every part. The

bymn commencing,—

Leader of faithful sou's, and guide

Of all that travel to the sky.
baving been sung, the President, the Rev.
Luke H. Wiseman, offered prayer. After the

| his own possessions.
|
| of all Israel, and who was willing to bave his

Sodom and Gomorrah as if the cities bad been
8o with Moses who bore
upon ns mind and upon bis beart the burden

name blotted out from among the living so that
He was the ser-
| vant of all. So with the preachers of whom

fering sorrowing propbet on bebalt of Israel.
8o with David, the stripling conquerer of the
defiant giant of the Philistines; his name was
woven into the songs of the people, and they
sang as he passed through the streets and the

singing of the 714th Hymn, the Rev. Dr. Job- | villages, ** Saul bath slain bis thousands, David

son reads 2 Kings ii. and Phillippiins iii.
announced as his text Matthew xx. 26, 27, 28 :

** Whosoever will be great among yov let bim |

be your minister, and whosoever will be chief
among you let bim be your servant; even as
the Son of Man came not to be miuistered un-
to, but to minister and to give his life a ransom
for many.” The preacber then remarked that
to be great was the common object of mankind ;
almost everywhere the numerous classes of our
tellow-beings—different as might be their po-
sition, various as might be their callings, they
were all, more or less, animated by that one
object. The greatoess for which men strove
was as opposite in its character as could be
conceived, and, in some instasces, to an en-
lightened observer, it seemed not to be worthy
of the great efforts made to attain it. But
there was strong persuasion in the mind of each
individual competitor that that which he per
sued was the only greatness worthy the name.
High and low, rich asd poor, partook of the
common desire to excel their fellows, and to
gain distinction. The Lord Jesus Christ
found it to be so in the days of his “flesh; sel-
fish ambition presented itselt to Him wherever
he went, in the temple, at the feast, and in the
chief seats of the synagogue—yea, he- found
it among his own chosen disciples, whom He
had called from their lowly occupations to fol-
low him. Even the humble fishermen of Gal-
lilee, as they were generally deseribed, sought
distinction in the world and among one another
They delusively dreamed of worldly honour by
tcllowing the Saviour, and supposed that He
had come to restore visibly the throne of Israel.
Yea, two of them, who it would have been sup-
posed were the least likely to seek pre emi-
nence over their brethren, threugh the interces-
sion of their mother asked that they might sit,
the one on his right hand and the other on his
left, when He should come to his kingdom.
This self-seeking on the part of these two
aroused angry indignation in the minds of the
remainiag ten, and our Lord took the oppor-
tunity of inculcating lessons of real deserving
greatness, enforced by his own illustrious ex-
ample. He called them unto Him aod said:
** Yo koow that the princes of the Gentiles ex-
ercise dominion over them, and they that are
great exercise authority upon them. But it
shall not be so among yeu ; but whosoever will
bé great among you, let bim be your minister ;|
and whosoever will be chiet among you, let
him be your servant; even as the Son ot Man
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister
aud to give his life a ransom for many.” Thus
our Lord's teachiag was that real Christian
greatness was realized by subordinate and la-
borious service, and his condescending exam-
ple in that respect wss at once the pattern and
the motive for its attainment among his own
toliowers. He (the preacher) would just
glance at these truths and afterwards, refer to
the character, lite, and labours of their depart-
ed father in the Gospel. First he asked them
to.attend to the sovereign precept ot Christian
greatness given in the text: ** Whosoever
will be great among you let him be your min-
jster.” How different was this precept of our
Lord, for pre-eminence, from the common pre-
cepts of man for that honour—eminence by
subordination, exaltation by menial and uni-
yversal service | Mow offensive was the precept,
positively and firmly given, to proud bhuman
natare! Men of the world, when they were
endeavoring to stimulate one another to ad-
vancement and pre-eminence, said, Hold your
place, keep your porition, bow down to no one
let no person get before you, mount higher
and bigher. ** Excelsior,” ** Excelsior,” was
the cry of the man of the world ; but our Lord
said to his followers, Bow dowa before all, be
the servant of all; and in that precept were
fonnd the very highest principles of true phil-
osophy. And while that precept of Christ was
rejected verbally by men in general, yot it was
in sccordance with that precept that the awards
of honour were vouchsated among men. Who
were the men who bad distinguished honour
awarded them ? Were they the men who sep-
arated themselves from their fellow-beings in
fancied or pretended greatness—men who lived
at ease in their homes, meditating dreamily in

his tens of thousands.” Why was be thus hon-
oured ? _He was the servant of all. So with
Paul among the aposties ; he was the greatest
| of all the aposties, and yet ia one sense be was
the least; but be labored more abuudantly than
they all. So with the early fatbers of the
Christian Church ; so with the Protestant Re-
formers and Wycliffe, who used to go up and
down in this country preaching the Gospel and
endeavoring to the utmost to preach the truth,
translating the Scriptures and sirculating them
as far as possible. 8o with Methodism. Who
bad been the greatest men in Methodism P Men
who had ministered and served the most. Look
&t the founder of Methodism,—the man who
travelled the country from end to end, and side
to side, preaching, it was estimated 45,000 ser
mons, besides innumerable addresses, to his
people, and circulating amosg the people
everywhere instructive publications. So with
Whitfield, who, not liviag as long as Wesley
preached some 18,000 sermons, and when worn
out, cried, ** Lord, thou knowest if I am tired
in thy service I am not tired ot thy service.”
8o with John Nelson and the early Methodist
preachers, as they ware represented by the de-
parted one whose memory was among them so
tenderly that morning. Who were represent-
ed by the tablets on the walls of that chapel?
Selt-forgetfal, devoted, laborious servants em-
balmed in the beart of Methodism—Clarke,
Benson, Bunting, Watson, Newton—jyea, it was
that that bad given eminence alike to the vil-
lage Blacksmith, the Cornish fisherman, the
Yorkshire farmer ; it was that which gave emi-
nence to the name of one to whom he (Dr.
Jobson) preached in the village of Winderby
—Jobn Hurt—who wen* to the other side ot
the world ready to die for Christ, ministering
to them, and serving the many poor heatben
who were ready to perish. So with the name
ot William Shaw, great among them. Why P
Because of his service in South Atrica. And
there was many a man in our community now
who, as be came down the aisle of the sanctu-
ary, for the service he bad rendered to his tel-
low beings in connection with the cause of
Christ, bad the homage ot their hearts that
earthly title and earthly wealth could not
BIV..
But that truth was presented to them, not
only in the form of precept, but also by Chbrist’s
own condescending example. ‘‘ Even as the
Son of Man came sot to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom
for many,” That example transcended, bright
as they were all humap examples ; to whatever
extent he might go in seeking humaa exsmples
the enumeration wculd not be satisfactory un-
less it came to that, and ob what an i finite
spirit of condescension was there in the ome
fact of Christ's incarnation; He had glory
with the fatber before the world was. In these
days of scepticism aod infidelity, when men
were endeavouring to argue away the divinity
of cur Lord Jesus Cbrist on what they. called
natural grounds, and were endeavoring te sep-
arate him from his divine nature, they must
not forget the pre-existence of Christ, such as
was declared by Jobn: ** In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God ;” not only with jhim as his
fellow, but God Himself, and yet He became
flesh and dwelt among us. He took upon Him
the form of a servant, lived with the poor, and
trod the dusty roads of Galilee and Judea. He
did not call to Himself tbe grest ones of the
earth—he could have done so it he would—be
did oot call the princes, and potentates of the
earth to attend Him. He came * not to be
ministered unto, but to mimister,"” yea, s0 com-
plete and full was the surrender of Himself for
mankind that He gave his life a racsom for
many: He tasted death for every man—
blessed be his name for that glorious truth—
for every one present this morning! Christ
redeemed them from the curse of the law, hav-
ing been made a curse for them. Christ had
given himself a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling savour. Thus by sovereign precept
and by example of the very fullest and higbest
character that trutb was presented to them
that true greatness was by service. By obe-
dience to that precept and i imitating that
d i ple the cottage-boy of

d ex
o

their minds upon plans of usefulness, sch

ot benevolence to mankind never acied upon P
No,bat the men of actual and et hard persevering
service. It was so in all conditions of buman
life, in all professions, in all callings, and in
all offices. The men te whom monuments bad
been erected in that metropolis were those who
bad practised self denial. King Alfred bad a
good name, because he made good laws for his
péople, and circulated amoog them portions
of the Holy Scriptures. So with Howard, who
braved the terrors of the dungeon in order to
relieve suffering bumanity. All the nation was
ready 10 do honour to the Duke ot Wellington ;
many then present would remember how the
streets were crowded on the occasion of his tu-
peral ; bis name was honoured throughout the
mation, and to & great extent throughout the
world. - What service he rendered in the
Pevinsular war! lle exposed himselt to haz-
ardous, sell-sacrificing enterprise for the good
of the nation. So with Nelson, Clive, Wilber-
torce, and Clarkson. So with the man whose
statutv had been erected on the Exchange—
Peabody a mwan who continued in business
after be had suflicient for whatever station in
life be might occupy, that be might minister to
and serve the many. Whatever men were se-
lected, :he preeept of the text would be fonnd
consistent. ‘I'be men whom the world honour-
ed were not dreaming theorists, but self-forget-
ful, disi ted, and ifi 'y, self-sacrific-
ing men. It was so0 in the Church of God. How
great were Enoch and Noab, the preachers of
righteousness to a wicked world. So with the
prtriarch Abrabam—the man who pleaded for

Sancton became great among them. In accord-

ance with an observatian of the Rev. William
Arthur in his affectiog address over the preci-
ous remains of their departed father and friend
in the Institation Chapel at Ricbmond, be
might ask would the name of Thomas Jackson
bave been preserved and honoured as it was il
be bad not become the disciple and follower
of our Lord Jesus Christ? Consecration of
his life to the service ot mawkiod and obedi-
ence to the Saviour had made bim great, aad
made his name to be honoured not only among
them who saw his benignant smile, and beheld
his venerable form, but in Methodism through-
out the world. He had no superior advantages
at the beginning; be was. not possessed of
high poetic genius, be had not s polished clas-
sical education, and yet there was a power in
bi which made his words weighty whenever
he spoke, and there was a charm in him which
drew his hearers about him with leelings of
children, and looking up to him with venera

tion and love they instinctively called him
** Father " Jackson.

The preacher then read a sketch of Mr.
Jackson's life and labours, and concluded by
saying that Methodism bad been given them
as a trust, and they would bave to saswer for
it at the last day. All they did must be done
for Christ. It they lived to Christ they would
have no fear of death; and whetber they bad
bonour in this world or not, they would have
homour in the world to come. With reference
to the decease of Mr. Jackson, they might
cay ** My father, my father, the chariots of

lsrael and the borsemen théfeof,” but they bad
not to add, blessed be God, ‘* Where is the
Lord God of Elijah?"’ for He was in the midst
of them. They must rely upen Him. The
best of all was God with them, and though He
buried bis workmen he would carry on bis
' work.— Methodist Recorder.

{ (For the Provincial Wesleyan.)
DIALOGUE.

BETWEEN A METHODIST AND A BAPTIST.

——

1 Hore vou wisL sE8 YOUR Error.”
M.—Well friead Baptist, you think I am in
error in baptizing these children with water,now
let us in & friendly way talk over the matter
between us. Are you agreed? B.— O, yes.

B.—Then I ask why do you not immerse ?

M.—Because the Scriptural form is ** with
water and with the Holy Ghost.” Nosh's bap.
tism in the deluge, and Moses's baptism *‘in
the cloud and in the sea,” were wi & water
while the enemies of both were immersed in
the waters of the deluge and of the Red Sea,
and the only person ever called ‘* Baptist” in
the Bible, baptized with water, and declar-
ed that Christ his Divine Master should ** bap-
tize with the Holy Ghost and fire,” and the
with in the type and antitype, both agree, and
render their respective modes alike.

B.—Bat the translation should be in and not
with, .

M. —But the fact proves that Jesus baptized
with the Holy Ghost. In explanation of the
Pentecostal baptism, Peter saitb to the people,
*“ This is that which was spoken by Joel, I will
pour out my Spirit on all flesh;” and *‘ Jesus
baving received of the Father the promise
ot the Holy Ghost, be bath shed forth this
which ye now see and hear.” Now it the form
of the Master was ** with the Spirit,” I think
the form of the servant should be ‘‘ with the
water,” as the latter is the outward and visible
sign of the former.

R.—Here let me ask, why do you say Jobhn
was the only Baptist. Don't you believe that
I am a Baptist ?

M.—John was called ** the Baptist,” not be-
cause he was baptized with water, for there is
no record of it, but because he baptized others
with water, and neither John's nor Christ's dis-
ciples were ever called Baptists, the first name

they got was-that ot ** Christians at Antioch,”
which Las obtained ever since, despite their
denominational appellations ; and the origin of
your name Baptist, is ana-baptist, which was
given your ancestors some centuries ago, be-
cause they baptized again, (ana, signifying
again) or rebaptized.

B.—I approve then of dropping the ana, and
retaining the name Daptis!, because we consid-
er any mode but jimniersion not baptism—and
baptism in infancy or before faith to be no bap-
tism at all, so that we don’t believe that we
baptize again when we immerse those who have
been baptized otherwise.

M.—But you can’t prove, what ever you may

believe, that immersion is baptism, or that
Chbrist or his apostles immer:ed. .

B.—The word means to immerse and tbat is
sufficient for us.

M.—It is not what the word means sometimes
in beathen writers, but how is the word used in
Holy Writ, and tbat it is used for pouring out
we bave already proved in the cases already re-
ferred to, but you cannot show one instance of
immersion or dipping in the Bible.

B.—We read of baptism, being performed
in and into the water, and surely that proves
that they were immersed.

M.—The prepesition ‘‘in’’ and ** into,”
(not under observe), refer to the places whers
the ordinance was performed, but don't reter
at all to the mede of baptism. The grand

question is not, where they went, whether at,

in or into the water, but Aow they were bap-

tiged ?

B.—Baut the immersion of the body in water

represents our being buried with Christ,and our
being risen with him.

M.—Baptism is not called a being buried
with Christ in the Bible. Paul says ** We are
baptized into his death, therefore we are buried
with bim into death.” The resemblance is be-
tween the literal death and baurial of Christ
and cousequent resurrection, and our spirit

ual death and burial and consequent resur-
rection to newness of life, and not our bap-
tism : and then be tells us Aow this spiritual
experience was obtained, viz., by being ** bap-
tized ioto Jesus Christ "——** baptizad into his
death "—*‘ buried with him by baptism into
death,” and I ask from whom is this spiritual
death, &c., obtained ? I auswer by the bap-
tism off the Holy Ghost, ** which be bath shed
abundantly vpon us,” for ‘‘ by one Spirit are
we baptized into one body and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit,” and I think it
is dangerous to believe because a person is
immersed that he is buried with Christ, and
that it is an error, to suppose that baptism is
an emblem of the grave and not an emblem of
Cbrist's beavenly baptism which is ** with the
Holy Ghost,” and by whose operation upen us,
we become dead unto sin and arise into a new
lite. Moreover our Lord was carried aad laid
in 8 pew sepulchre—be did not walk into it and
then be dipped into the tomb, nor was be rais-
ed by buman bands, but by his own power:
Sarely as the legs ot the lame are not equal,
vour immersion is a0 awkward resemblance of
Christ's burial or even of the common way of
burying with us, which rather favors our mode
of baptism, which is by pouring on the earth
upon the dead,and not by dipping the dead into
the earth.

B.—All I bave to say is, if I am in error, 1
hope for myself as I do for you that I shall see
my erior.

M.—Listen to me once more, Jesus com-
mands us, to disciple all nations, to preach the
Gospel to every creature. Now you can ** bap-
tise with water wherever and whesever and to
wh ver you preach, whetber sick or well,
dying or living, by night or by day, on Green-
land’s icy mountains or Afri¢'s coral strand.
You can preach the Gospel in any house and ad-
minister the Lord's Supper, sing and pray and
worship God, and Christ can baptize us with
the Holy Ghost, and we can baptize with
water then and there, and you have no need to
tarry, but to arise where you are and be bap-
tized with water. You need not go to filling
tanks in churches—or breaking ice in rivers,

Number 18

e

e ————
or changing your elothes for dry ones, or any
otber inconvenience—all can be done with bet-
ter decorum, done in decency and io order, and
worthy the gemius, purity, simplicity and uni-
versality of the everlasting Gospel. I ask does
not ** Baptism with water,” commend itselt to
every mao's conscience in the sight ot God?
Letconscience unprejudiced and under the guid-
ance of the word and Spirit of God, give the
answer, and let me add by way of warning to us

| all—which ever way we baptize let us not exalt
it abo¥e Scripture, if we do, we shall find in
the end ourselves like the raven in the fable,

{ who thinking that tbe whifcmess of the swan

| was because she dived s0 much in the water,

| betoo khimselt to the river, but soon found out
| that water could not make bis feathers white,

J.
(To be congaued.)

WAKING.

I bave dene, at length, with dreaming !
Henceforth, O thou soul of mine,
Thou must take up sword and gaunlet,
Wagiog warfare most divine.
Life is struggle, combat, victory—
Wheretore bave 1 slumbered on
With my forces all unmarshalled,
With my weapons all undrawn ?
O how many a glorious record
Had the angels of me kept,
Had I done instead of doubted,
Had I warred instead ot wept !

I bave wakened to my duty, .
To a purpose strong and deep,
That I dreamed not of, a foretime,
In my long inglorious sleep.
O those olden days of dalliance,
When I wantoned with my tate,
When I trifled with a knowledge
That well-nigh had come too late !
O bow many a glerious record
Had the angels of me kept,
Had I done instead of doubted,
Had I warred instead of wept !

Yet, my soul, look not behind thee;
Thou hast work to do at last;
Let the brave toil of the Present
Overarch the crumbliag Past ;
Build thy great acts bigh and higher,
Build them on the conquered sod
Where thy weakness fiist fell bleeding,
And thy first prayer rose to God !
O how many a glorious record
Had the Angels of me kept,
Had I done instead of doubted,
Had J warred instead of wept !
—Christian Advocate.

-

EVIL SPEAKING
TO BE GUARDED AGAINST.

‘“Speak evil of no man” says the great
Apostle: as plain & command as ** Thou shalt
do no murder.” But who, even among Chris-
tians, regards this command? Yes, how few
are there, that so much &s understand it ? What
is evil speaking P It is not, as some suppose,
the same with lying and slandering. All a man
says may be as true as the Bible; and yet the
saying of it is evil speaking. For evil speak-
ing is neither more nor less, than speaking evil
of an absent person; relating something evil,
which was really done or said by one that is
not present when it is related. Suppose, having
seen a maa drunk, or heard him curse or swear,
I tell this when be is absent; it is evil speak-
ing. In our language, this is also by sa ex-
tremely proper name, termed backbiting. Nor
is there any material difference between this
and what we usually style tale-bearing. It the
tale be delivered in a soft and quiet manmer
(perhaps with expressions of good will to the
person, and ef hope that things may not be
quite so bad,) then we call it whispering. But
in whatever manner it be done, the thing is the
same ; the same in substance, if nos in circum-
stance. Still it is evil speaking ; still this com-
maod, * Speak evil of no man,” is trsmpled
under foot; if we relate to another the fault of
a third person when he is not present to answer
for bimself. And how extremely ecommon is
this sin, among all orders and degrees of men !
How do high and low, rich and poor, wise and
foolish, learned and unlearned, run into it con-
tinually ! Persons who differ trom each other
in all things else, nevertheless agree in this.
How few are there that can testify before God,
** I am clear in this matter,” ** 1 bave slways
set a watch before my mouth, and kept the
door of my lips?” What conversation do you
bave of any considerab'e length, whereot evil
speaking is oot ome ingredient? And that
even among persons, who in the gemeral, bave
the fear of God before their eyes, and do really
desire to have a conscience void of offence to-
ward God and toward man. And the very
commonness of this sin makes it difficult to be
avoided. As we are encompassed with it on
every side, s0, if we are not deeply sensible
of the danger, and contiaually guarding against
it, we are liable to be carried away by the
current. Io this instance, almost the whole ot
mankind is, as it were, in a conspiracy against
us. And their example steals upon us, we
know not how ; so that we insensibly slide into
the imitation of it. Besides it is recommended
from within, as well as from without. There
is scarce any wrung temper in the mind of man,
which may not be occasionally gratified by it,
and consequently incline us to it. It gratifies
our pride, o relate those faults of others,
whereof we think ourselves not to be guilty.
Anger, resentmeant and all unkind tempers are
indulged, by speaking against those with whom
we are displeased ; and in many cases, by re-
citing the sins of their neighbors ; men indulge
their own foolish and burtful desires.

Evil speaking 1s the more difficult to be
avoided, because it frequently attacks usin dis-
guise. We speak thus out of a noble, gener-
ous, (it is well if we do not say) boly indigna-
tion against these vile creatures! We commit
sin, from mere batred of sin! we serve the
the devil, out of pure zeal for God! It is
merely in order to punish the wicked, that we
run into this wickedness. ‘‘So do the pas-
sions” (as one speaks) ‘‘all justify] them-
selves,” and palm sin upon us, under the veil
ot boliness !

But is there no way to avoid this snare?
Unquestionably there is. Our blessed Lord
has marked out a plain way for his followers,

and steadily walk in his path will ever fall into
evil speaking. This rule is eitber an infallible
preventive, or a certain cure of it. In the pre-

the world because of offences;”

misery will arise in the world, from this baletol
fountain: (offences are all things whereby any
one is tursed out of, or hindered in the ways
of God:) *‘For it must be, that oflences

kind : ** But woe to thet man,” mi

ia the words above recited. None, who warily

ceding verges, our Lord bas said, ** Woe to'

come :" such is the nature }of things; such is |
the wickedness, tolly and weakness of man-
ble is that

on our way bhome trom District Coalerence

Our borse is tired, and we are bungry, and we

accept your invitation.”

So they got out of the carriage, and I took
the borse round to the barn and gave bim a

b'g measure of oats, which be seemed to need
very much, and then went to the house again.
We were soon seated around the dinner-table,
and Brother Jonathan and Brother David gave
us an interesting account of all the doings and
a small part of the sayings of our first District
Coant These brethren, I may say, in

man, * by whom the offence cometh.” Where-

the most beloved and wsetul person, turn thee
out of or binder thee in the way, ‘‘ pluck it
out,” cut them off, and cast them from thee.
But bow can we avoid giving offeace to some,
and being offended at others? Especially,
suppose they are quite in the wrong, and we
see it with ouf own eyes? Our Lord bere
teaches us how. He lays down a sure method
ot avoiding offences, and evil . speaking to-
gether. ** If thy brother shall trespass against
thee, go and tell him of his fault between thee
snd bhim slose: if be shall hear thee, thou bast
gained thy brother. But it be will not hear
thee, then take with thee one or two more,
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established. And if be
shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the
Church; but if be neglect to hear the Church,
let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a
publican.” You are under mo obligation to
think of him any more; only when you com-
mend him to God ia prayer. You need not
speak of bim any more, but leave bim to his
own Master. Indeed you still owe to him as
to all other heathens, earnest, tender good-will.
You owe him courtesy, and as oocasion offers,
all the offices of bomanity.

But if this be the rule by which Christinas
walk, where is the land where the Christians
live P=~John Wesley.

COMPLETE CONSECRATION.

BY THEODORE L. CUYLER, D. D.
Complete consecration ! The very mention
of these words makes the heart ot some of our
readers leap up within them, It is for that
blessing they are now longing; toward that
gaol of spiritual attainment they are pressing
aod struggling. And for all such earnest souls
let us breathe anew that wondertul prayer of
the Apostle Psul for his Thessalonian bre.
thren: ** May the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be kept blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Cbrist.”

This comprebensive prayer is worthy of our
most devout study. It bears more closely
upon the great vital question before us than
almost any passage in God’s precious Word.
It is a petition for complete consecration. The
word translated ** sanctify” in our version
often bas the meaning of consecrate, or set
apart for & boly use. In the tweoty-third
chapter of Matthew we read that ** the temple
consecrates (i. ¢, makes sacred) the gold.”
Paul speaks of ‘‘a vesse| consecrated and
meet for the Master's use.” In his beautiful
and extended prayer for hia disciples our
Lord might have used this same Greek word
in this very sense. If so he prayed as follows:
** Consecrate them for thy truth.” Aad then
be adds: ** For their sakes I consecrate my-
self, that they also may be consecrated through
[or for] the truth.” He might thus mean to
declare: I devote myself body and soul to
my great atoning work, now to be consum
mated by my sacrificial death; and then be
prays for their comseeration by the truth
wod for the preaching of the truth. Such
eminent scholars as Moses Stuart and Dr. Ed-
ward Robinson bold that this is the proper in-
terpretation of this word in our Lord's won
dertul prayer on the eve of bis sufferings.
Suppose we give the same meaning to the
same word in Paul's prayer now before us. I
would then read: *‘ May the very God of
peace consecrate you wholly.” That is, ma)
God set you apart to do bis will. May Ged
purify you for his service. May God employ
you in bis glorious work. May he endow you
with his Holy Spirit.  What a prayer that is !
It sweeps in the entire man, physical and
mental, the mortal part and the imertal, the
portion of us that has to do with the jresent
material things and that higher part of us that
bas to do with things spiritual and eternal.
But whoisto de it? Are we to consecrate
ourselves, purily ourselves, and make our-
selves boly ? Did Paul command bis brethren
to undertake a self-sanctification? No, He
was wiser than that. He called upon God to
consecrate them. He looked up to the foun-
tain-bead of all grace and light aod power,
sod asked for them ** the power from on high.”
Ah! bow often some of us have cried out
with presumptucus zeal: ‘‘ I will consecrate
myself to the Lord.” And presently there
came astrain on us tco bard for eur poor
weakness, and we bad to cry out: *‘ Hold
thou us wp, O God ! for our feet had well nigh
slipped.” Peter imagined that be bad devot-
ed himself entirely aod unaltersoly to his
Master when be spoke out so boldly : ‘*Though
all men forsake Thee, yet will not I.” The
poor crestfallen disciple soon discovered that
only the Divine strength could bold him fast
to his loyalty. And so be will discover, to our
SOTTOW.

But the God of peace will consecrate us, if
we ask him fervently and if we put our whole
trust io him. We maust pray for this glorious
aod fruitful and joy-inspiring consecration by
our conduct as well as with our lips. When
we thus seek it, it will come! Those who
thus seek it will possess this Christ-given
boon. The infinite Jesus will keep us until
his triumphant coming. Then we shall be
like him snd we sball see bim as be is. Oh!
for this complete consecration !— N. Y. Inde-
pendent.

WANTED—A CHURCH.

BY A. R. C.

“ Come in, brethren,” says I, ‘ and take
dinner with us. ‘The good-woman has just put
it on the table, and Methodist preachers are

fore it thy band, thy loot, thine eye cause
thee to offemd; if the most dear enjoyments, | of them graduated in the same class of Wes- |

{leyan University,

passing, are as great frieads as those of the
same name in the First Book of Samuel. Both

mearly twerty years ago.
snd each one married the other's sister—which
proves to be a very pleasant arrangement fcr
all the pariies concerned. The fact is, you
cannot find, the round world over, two more
devoted—but stop! This is not an obituary,
though a somewhat serious article; so I shall
not, at present, pronounce their eulogy.

After dinner we went into the parior, and I
put an extra cbunk of wood into the stove—for
it was a cold day fer this time of the year—and
then they began to talk the futurg

** Well, Brother David, Conference is draw-
ing near, and you will sopn bave to move.
Where are you going next year "

** Cannot say ; have not made my appoint-
ment as yet, but will leave it with the bishop.
Sorry to leave Slabtown, for the people up
in the lumber region bave warm hearts, and

it takes me about three years to turn strangers |

into friends.”

* True enough, Brother David-but_where
would you like to go *" )

* Wherever I can be most useful, of course.
I should not dare to be too eager to go to any
one place. Self-seekers are never contented;
tor they fancy they miss better prizes than
they gain. Trust in God and bard work will,
in the end, win success ia soul-saving; and
with success, & minister can certainly be happy.
The saddest thing which can weigh down a
minister's beart with griet, dear brother, is
that terrible teeling ot failure.”

*No doubt it is; and in my ealy ministry
I knew gsomething of that feeling. Thank
God, it has passed away! But though you
are willing to go where you may be sent, you
certainly have your preferences. It is natural
to bave our prelerences ; we cannot belp bav-
ing them. How would you like to go te—to

Mount Tabor circuit P”

** Not very much. The present preacher is
is 8 single manm, aud bas not received three
bundred dollars. The presiding elder says
these tarmers are rich, and they must take a
married man next yesr. My chances are
goed, but baving & modest doubt of my abilities
to live on air and water, of which there is an
uanlimited supply, I should resign in tavor of a
brother who is more deserving.”

*“ What say you to St. Andrew’s church ?”

“ I bave two objections to going there The
first is, the church does not want me; and the
second is, I do not want—"'

** No matter for the second reason. One
reason, if it is such & gaod one as you have
given, is sufficient. Well, there is the church
on the Poutine Marshes, which is Jooking for a
pastor.” g

“ What ! in that tever-and ague distriet!
The present preacher, or some member of bis
tamily, bas been shaking with the chills, or
burning with the fever, the whole year rouud.
Some one ought to be sent there who is fever-
proof, for when one gets that disease, he is
only halt alive, and bis sermons and his
pastoral work are like himsel.”

“ Well, there is the church at York—a
magificent church, in a spleadid location.”

* Yes, indeed, & magpificent church! The
members groaning and disbeartened under a
debt of ten thousand dollsrs |  Trembling for
tear the sheriff will lay his hands upon the

*f building and sell it to pay the mason and the

carpenter—too long kept out ot their rightful
dues, Why will religious people throa aside
common-sense and business prudeace in the
matter of chureb-building, and rear expensive
follies? Who caa tell the injuryjdone to the
cause of God by debt—debt! What a pity
that any society should neglect to heed the
common-sense directions of our Methodist
Discipline on the subject of church-building I”

“ Wall, I pity the man who goes to York,
unless be meets with wonderful success., He
must be more than a model ministe, ; he must
be a model financier. How would you like to
go to the quiet village ot Silver Brook P

* In some respects, a pleasant place, yet for
some reason, little has been done there. Gra-
cious revivals, to be sure, but the converts join
one of the two fine large Presbyterian churches
which overshadow our bumble frame building.
They get the members (perbaps in the judg-
ment-day we may get the stars) which wiil
shine forsver in the crown of our rejoicing.”

* How would you like to go to the town—
not of Concord—but the town of Discord P

* Rightly named! Bat they do not waot
me, nor any other preacher whow they know.
Their solemn injanction to the elder at the
last Quarrerly Conterence was this: SBend us &
man who is am entire stranger, and then we
sball not be able to find any faunlt with him—
at least not until he has preached bis first ser
mon.”

“* Well, Brother David! if I were bishop, I
should send you to the first church ia the Cen-
tral Conference.”

*That would be a misfort for the
church, indeéd. But where do you mean P

** Wby, the Red Brick church on Main-
avenue, in the town of Vanity Fair.”

** No, indeed, you would never send me
there—unless you were my bitterest esemy and
wanted to afflict me.”

‘* Why not? Large cengregation —two
thousand dollars salary—great field of useful-
ness, and all that. Oh! it they could only bear
your favorite sermon on the * Conversion of
St. Paul ' ”

* No, Brotber Jonathan, that church is the
bardest to fill ot any in the Conference. It is
run by a one-man power, snd the ene man is
not the gentlest spirit of the earth. The other
members are airaid of bim. ‘It be leaves,’
they tay, ‘ what will become of the church?
That man will either rule the prescher or
quarrel with him, and crush him if he can.”

always welcome.”

** Thank youa, Brother Smith. We are just,

I thought it time to strike into the conversa-
versation. ** Well, Bfother Jonathan and
Brother David,” says I, ** two things are cer-
tain. It is hard for the preachers to be suited.
Both churches sad preachers must bave a
spirit of ageomodation. Tbe church must cor-
dially receive the one that is sent them, and
the preacher must say, ‘ I gladly come to live
and labor among you.' Whatever mistakes
may be made in the matter of appointments,
| remember that theredis above all an cverruling
| Providence. "— Methodist.

! EPISCOPAL ANNOYANCES.

The Methodist Home Journl furnisbes the
| following report of a speech made by Bishop
Foster at the Baltimore Conterence. We need
| scarcely say that it was made immediately
| preceding the reading of the appointments :

1 wish to say this now with regard to the
delicate work with which I have been charged.
In coming to you, [ tound what 1 presume is
tound now in almost every conference, a good
wany disquieting influences, and a good many
things which gave me great amxiety. .l bave
wot bad a halt hour of waking time, m which
| some great interest of the Church bas not beea
| pressed upon my atteation by somebody. |
bave been coastantly under the pressure of in-
fluences that were not exactly agreeable, and
yet I bave endeswored to be patient, bacause
they sermed to call for my attention, and |
hope | bave not indicated any impatience to
| any minister or layman in all the affairs which
| bave been brought betore my mind. 1 want to
say, bowever, 1 have not been troubled by any
minister in coming to the Baltimore Confer-
ence. 1 bave not been spoken to by more than
two or three brethren, upon the subject of ap-
pointment, asd they were very modest words
indeed. No claims bave been set up by any
minister. No petition has come to me for any
particular place. I have tound this body
placed in my bands to be distributed threugh
the whole area ot the Baltimore Counference as
I might deem best, and without siga from
them, these min isters have waited ta hear from
me where they are to go, and what they are
to do. I speak this to the praise, and credit,
and loyalty of this body.

1 wish 1 could say as much of the churches
within the bounds of the confer:nce. Now I
am about to say some things which are design-
od to be plain, but at the same time kind. It
is perfectly natural that the churches should
be conceroed about their pastors, but not more
natural than thet the preachers should be con-
cerned as to their charges. The case is just
as strong in one as in the other; but while the
pastors have been quiet, manifesting little or
mo concern with their field of labour, the
people bave disturbed my repose a good deal
in their anxiety and selicitude as to who should
be their pastors. You will not understand me
as rebuking it, or impatent under it; It arises
in part out of great interest for the wellare of
the Church; but in many cases out of idle,
whimsical notions. 1 have no doubt &£bout
that all; I am constrained to believe it, and
am pained by it. 1 have found masy churches
unsettled that should bave been settied, and
co-~working with the pastor in building up the
cause of Christ. 1 am impressed clearly with
the conviction that the churches would consider
their own interest, and best reach their weltsre,
if they would permit the practice to obtain that
did obtain in the earlier days, and that charac-
terized the times, the glorious, times of which
they bear their fathers spesk, when they laid
their petitions betore God, and bowed their
heads to the actioa of the councils of the
Church. 1 have no doubt that would be the
wiser and better course,

I bave one or two things now to say with re-
gard to the principles which have guided my
action, and which shall guide my action in the
future. And first of all, in all gedly conscience
1 shall seek to get all the light I can, in every
way, wherever I preside, about the preachers
and about the churches, and to adapt the
preachers to the churches as far as 1 can
understand the circumstances of the case,
without fear or favor, without respect t6 the
high or low, discrimmioating in the fear of
God, and doing the very best I can. 1 feel to
say aleo, while I shall always receive in every
place all intormation from churches that I can
get, God belping me, I will never be influpnced
by any clamor, with regard to any change of
pastors, or sppointment of pastors.. Clamor
bas no effect on my mind, and never shall.
Tbe mere fact that the Church desires A. B.
or C to be its pastor, will have no effect apon
my mind, except as far as I shall see the fitness
of the appointment. These desires are very
often whimsical, and represent only fragsants
of churches alter all. They lead committees
to come o us, and to be blind to the claims of
all other churches, and all other men, and to
my certain kmowledge, balf the time their
petition is exceedingly stupid. Commitices
have asked ‘me durng this conferemce, to
pend such & man to their cherges, of whom
they knew mothing at all, but some one told
'them be would do. Now | think the time bas
come when' this absurdity should be modified
st lesst, il it cannot entirely cured. We have
gove over the whole ground te get the thing
fixed, so thiat as far as possible we could have
the conscipusness that 1t was rightly fixed.
Some chasges have been made that may sur-
prise you, aud some chaoges bhave not been
wade will surprise you quite as wach, I am
safe in sa)ing, more thao balt of you will
think the thing bas not been done exactly
right, and I am satisfied the churches will
thisk precisely the same; but this does not
disturb me at all, because in making these ap-
pointments, we have scted with comscienti-
ousness, and under a deep sense ol our
responsibility to the Chiet Bhepherd.

You will be disappointed some, and the
Churcbes to whnch{vou go will be disappointed ;
| bat you understanc your calling, and all that |
ask ot you is, go in the name of God to execute
your mission; go and do your work ; go glad-
{ly; go with a smiling tace, though you meet a
|a trowning one; don’t see the frown at ali;
dou’t say anything about it; don't 1ecognizs
the fact that there is & frown; hold out your
band and grasp another hand, though it falls in
your palm hke a dead fish—electruly it with
{pnr love. Goabout your business ; go gently

indly doing your Master's work. Go to the
par , tbe Sunday school, the families ot
the Church as ministers of God. Ia the name
of Go¢ I send you. I commission you, no-
body cam restrict your commission, go and ex-
ecute it. Go valiantly, go graodly, go meekly
to the people and stay there and do your work.
Let nothing disturb you. If you hear thunder
round the sky, let it thunder.”

|
|




