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dle, with a coronet of laurel, the skulls
being representea as originally b longing
to the Pope of Rome, to King PLillip the
Bad f France, and to Jacques de Molay,
the last Grand Master of the legitimate
Templars,  After being made to trample
under foot the tiara, amid a chorus of
“Down with religions tyranny!” the neo-
phyte performs asimilar operation upon
the royal crown to the tune of *Down with
kingly despotism!” and is rewarded for
his bravery by having placed ll‘mn his
head the laurel coronet, formerly decorat-
ing the cranium of the defunct Mosieur de
hlulﬂy.

After this performance the imtiate is

eated to an elaborate history of Tem-
plarism and of its persecution and ulti-
mate destruction through the burning alive
of Jacques de Molay and several fellow
kuights at the stake. Then the newly
edged disciple of rejuvenated Templar-
ism assumes a sonorous and  stringent
obliza 1on, vowing wholesale destruetion
to popes and potentates, as the heir, ex
ecutor and administrator of the late de
Molay, whose entire estate, real aud per-
sonnl, was hmited to an imaginary stock
of vengeance, but which in reality means
undy iy hostility to Roman Catholicism,
asthe Pope is presumed to be its chief
assassin in the reviewed tragedy of the
Temple, as it flounshed under the
Crusaders—a second edition of the ol
story, with Jacques de Molay as a substi-
tute for Hiram Abiff.  From this point
the memory of the dead Templar is made
to haunt the advauvcing candidate, for, in
the erowning degree, the much coveted
831d, he 1s intreduced o the old kuight’s
skeleton, which is engaged, however, in
the useful task of holding a banner em-
blazoned with a double headed eagle
claiming to designate the consolidated em-
pires of the East and West, or in other
words, a union of the Greek and Latin
churches.  But then this bicephalous bird
bears in his talons the word of Odin with
a motto appropriated from the crown of
Prussia, “Deus menmque jus,” which
certainly bas very httle to do with au in-
dividual executed for treason and im-
moral practices  centuries Again,
after baving clambered to the highest
perch of the stupendous Masonie Temple
the Sovereign ygrand inspector general
finds himself compelled to announce his
dignity in prattling the sweet name of
bis martyred demigod. Aware of the
restrictions placed upon atholies and
Baptists, it was an iu ariable rule with

a

i
ago.

Masons of the past generation never
voluntarily to propose a candidate whose
allegiance to his church could be in the
least jeopardized. But in these latter
days, where a greed for money has intro-
duced uflux of most unworthy ma-
terial aud foreed a corresponding exodu
of old and well tired members; nc stress

is laid vwpon this commendable

usage, the

existing spirit of Masoury being essen
tially to 1 Il ew-comers in and to let
nobody out. At present, since it-) I
1873 of the counstitution and of

the Graul L
almost

AN IMPOSSIBILITY T0O RESIGN
from the Masonie frateimity, while a per
son is claimed to be beneath its jurisdiction,
and still not preserve a particle of those
inestimable privileges and lmmunities
about which Masouie writers and dema-
gopues puate so loudly to outsiders and
which the initated coon learns to have no
existence save when dearly purchased,
The honorable method of leaving a lodge
was under the old constitutions through
diswission, and a certificate of dismission
was ever accepted as proof positive of the
unaflihated brother’s good character and
of h s voluntary severance of relations with
his giving him power to visit his
former brethren npon invitation,

But all this is radically changed, inas-
much as dimits are no longer grauted to
individuals but to lodges, upon presenia-
tion of a certificate that the retiriug mem
ber has petitioned for afliliation in that
body, and even then the dimit is inopera-
tive unless the act of afliliation s consum
mated.  True, the member can cause
himself to be dropped from the rolls by a
vote of the lodge, but then he voluntarily
invites the penalties of mnon afliliation
which are expressed in section 42 of arti-
cle xxi in the new constitution, Thislaw
aeclares “one who ehall remain an un-
aflihated Mason within this jurisdiction
one year or more shall not be allowed to
visit uny lodge orto join in a DMasonic
procession or be entitled to receive Ma-
sonic relief or burial.”

Naturally one would supjose that this
final penalty would not be enforced by a
body of pretended philanthrojists against a
veteran member whose crime against the
order can be traced to poverty; but the
edict has gone forth, and its exercise is
imperative, notwithstanding that every
initiate solemnly swears to attend the
funeral of a brother when

“WITHIN REACH OF HIS CABLE TOW.”

In his official address, the Grand Master
of Mississippi relates:  “On the 22ad of
April last 1 received a letter, asking f
special dispensation to bury Brother "
with Masonic honors in case of his death,
which was immiuent.  This old brother
had been a member of that lodge for
about twenty years, and half that time its
Worshipful Master, but had dimited from
the lodge and moved into the jurisdiction
of Jefferson Lodge and aftiliated with it
and was suspended by it for non payment
of dues and was then under su
Such an appeal was well caleulated to,
and did arouse my sympathies, It was
hard to refuse this dying request of the old
brother and his family, but duty compelled
me to refuse the djgpensation.”

This exercize ‘* summary hority
upon the part of Grand Ma , forced
upon them in obedience to new laws,
enacted by turbulent and uututored grand
)lnlp-ﬂ, constitutes one of the numerous
grievances against whick veteran Masons
have uselessly protested, and, finding
their remonstrances unheeded, ave daily
withdrawing {rom the order through
cessation to pay lodge dues, 19,250 having
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MODERN KELIGIOUS 5K SPTICISM, |
|

tyan's Lloguent Disecourse on
Some of s Canss,

Hishop

Western Watehman,

Bishop Ryan lectured last Sunday even-
ing at St. John’s on “Some of the canses
of modern religivus skepticism,” The
lecture was for the benelit of St. Vincent |
de Paul’s Society, aud was listened
to by an audience that completely filled
the church, The right reverend lecturer

EPOKE A8 FOLLOWS:

I propose to speaic to you this evening

on the subject, “Some of the causes of

modern religious skepticism.” I say “some

of the causes,” because it would be impos-

siblein a single lecture to treat of all the

causes, I have selected those that appear

to me among the most radical and general,

aud I use the term “religious skepticism’

rather than "illﬁxlt:]ily," because I believe

the term “skepticism” expresses more ac-

curately than “infidelity” the states of

men’s minds at the present time. Men do

not #o much reject revelation as they

doubt,  The religious element is in ev ery

human heart, placed there by the living

God that formed it, and though sometimes,

for waut of cultivation aud exercise, it

may seem  almost paralyzed, yet often

it strongly asserts itself,  In the midst of

all this apparent infidelity, Goethe said:

“There are two things that always appal

me—the heavens above me and the moral

law within me,” because these two thines

brought at onee to his eyeand his intellect

and his heart the two great proofs, the

physical and the moral of the existence of

a Supreme Beiug, and of His superinten-

dence, and therefore, the reasonableness

of religion, which simply means the wor-

ship of that Supreme Being. Unreasonalle

and contrary to all the traditions ¢f our

race 1s the position of some modern un-

believers, that by enlightened progress

and scientific research religion itself will

disappear from the face of the earth. No

element in our nature, constant, universal

and rational, ever did or ever can disap-
pear. Such an element is religion, and

even in the men who ignore it it is deeper
than they will often confess to those

around them, I have spoken with such
men sometimes as they approached the
confines of eternity, and they have told
me that though regarded as unbelievers
they never .’.]bu]ll[\'l)‘ rejected religion.
They doubted; they did not know what
to believe, but they envied those who
beliewed,  They felt that there might be
#n religion something true, something
beautiful, something counsoling. They
wished their wives and children to
be religions which clearly  showed
that at their heart’s core they did not re-
gard it us degrading for surely
if they did, they such
degradation for those nearest and dearest
to their hearts,

But

Eee

souie may “The re-
iigion 1s au important factor in our nature,
aud though it shall not disappear from
the face of the earth—shall remain in
some form or other as it has always exis-

I—yet Christianity as a system of dog-
m teaching is doomed. The prinet
ples which it holds in common with na-
tural religion, and for which in its day
it did great service, shall of course

oue sy,

re-

but as a system of teaching it
bave to retreat before the march

»

of a
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abstract principles of ethics,
bow excellent, do not constitute a reli-

tessive science and culture, But,
dear friends, religion never existed
this world but as a system. Mere
1aatter

3

vion. Religion, if it exists at all, shall
exist as it always
EXISTED, AS A SYSTEM,

Either wholly true, as the Jewish sys-
temn was and Christianity is, or partly
true and pertly false, as the Jewish
tem is, and as paganism was in its da

Now, what eystem shall take tl
of Christianity ¥ Surely men wi
back to Judaism, for Christi
perfection of that religion, whi
came from God.  And, besides, Judaizm 1s
essentially national. No matter what
adaptation to the nineteenth century, it
will ever remain a national and a race
religion.  Still less will men go to Bud-
dhism or Mahommedauism, beeause these
have not the recommendations of Judaism
even. The founder of modern Positivism,
seeing that men must have a religion, sce-
ing that there was a want in human nature
for it, invented one for them, the religion
of Positivism, the religion of humanity.
But men will never embrace this religion
for in its genius it has already been tried
and found wanting. It was tried in anci-
ent Paganism. What religion better
deserves the name of tke religion of hu-
manity than that which deified everything
that is beautiful, everything that is tender,
everything that is poetic in our nature,
with everything that is vile, which took
our nature in its entirety, which gave to
wizdom and eloquence and poetry and love
and beauty their gods and goddesses, and
to war and revenge and d di 1-
esty always their gods and goddesses ?
Positivism would eliminate whatever is
objectionable in  ancient Paganism and
abolish its rites aud ceremonies ; but the
idol is our humanity, It is the worship
of humanity, but man knows his huinan
ity too well to worship it.  ile may love
it, but he sees its faults and fatal defects,
and never can be brought to a religion of
humanity,

But some one may say, “An eclectic phil-
osopher of this century—a man neither
Jew, nor Christian, nor Pagan, nor Positi
vist, nor Agnostic—will take from all

not go
i!:v is the
b in its day

marvelous mosaic he will cement them,
and there he will form what is sometimes

Such projects are simply dreams.

Thejy
have been sometime

these systems their beauties, and in a

hoped for as the ‘religion of the future.””

tried and were always

to
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the love and gratitude, wnd the remorse
of his creature child, the certainty
of eternal wrong and the certainty
equally eternal punishment—these  are
motives stronger, deeper, more universal,

at or small,
y, natural as
as well as mater
SUCK
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and a host of others, These men studied
the science of God as well as the science of
His works, and they were greater men
than the nineteenth century can boast of,
If men only understood that there is a
universal harmony of all truth! All
truth is holy, all truth is of God, nothing
can be religiously true and scientifically

orist,

God, So act
man of God,
priest that ser

failures, A theorizing Frenchman at the
time of Talleyrand mvented a religion

for these men ean form theories

suffered themselves to be suspended dur.
ing the last year alone.
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“A customer who t

Riggins, Beamsville, writes:
ried a bottle of North

rop & Lyman’s Vegetable Discoyery says |

it 1s the best thing be ever used; to quote
his own words, ‘It just seemed to touch
the spot affected.”  About a year ago he
had an attack of bilious fever, and was
afraid he was in for another, when I
recommended this valuable medicine with
such happy results.”  Sold by Harkness &
Co., Druggists, Dundas st.

ories which Socrates and Plato and Pyth

not yet know Christianity.

Better (h:m’ Gold,

human happue Yellow Oil

Burng, Frost Bites, Croup, Sore Throat
and all pain and Inflamation,

which he thought superier to Christianity,
when
they have Christianity to steal from, the- |

agoras and all the great philosophers of
antiquity could not form because they did
The French-
man having formed his theory endeavored

A good name, good health, a good com-
panion and a bottle of Magyard’s Yellow
Uil are amoung the first iequisites for
cures
Rheumatism, Sprains, Lameness, Bruises,

)

beautiful, all that

foot of every new theory of the last the
Prove the theory first, that we find
that the supposed opposition between it
and science was not real.

ing God and loved God first, and, after

be that Joshua told the

Would not the skep-

beneficent, it

i
be it perfect or fragment-

more in wany instances in which 1 have
met them of Pagan mythology than of

Senptures told
carth t stan  still

well as supernatural, moral | Christian theology, they have learned what | ticiem of that d oy, and the skepticism of
ial, comes from Him.” they know of Pagan mythology from | thivty centuries afterward, to the time of
I IS THE BEING those who believed 1t or those who knew | Coperimens, declare that Joshua blundered

more searching than all the human enact- Who studied the agnostics c¢ novo; such | it well ; but they faney that they need not | and that he dide’t know what he was
ments. Th motives, to be effectual | 4,4 Leing that they relegate to the regions | read anything of Christian theology ; that | spedking about? 1o tell the earth to stand
must be certain, and they cease to be of the unknown. Therefore herizon | they have ouly to read something of the | still, which was an example of the most
certain \\_hvn men become skeptical.  For of the vision is limited, therefore they |lﬂ|:ly*, and ecach man forms his theo'ogy perfeet staln ! have been to give
the first time in the history of our race never can rise to the moral grandeur of a | for himself.  They have no coneeption cause for declaing him an inspived luna
there are to be found men who would, to | Phomas Aquinas or a Plato, and therefore | this science ; and sometimes I have found | tiec.  They would have said that neither
use a familiar phrase, undertake the des- | {1eir knowled ¢, limited, implics ignor- | that they actually believe doetrues which | Joshua wor bis inspiver knew anything
perate experiment of runuing the worla | 43,00 of relizious truth and they are great | they nj.«!. Ihey always believe them, | concerning the earth.  Therefore, as we
without the aid of religion, Lthe in- | yamesasleaders of thought for futu p- | thoush it may seem like a contradic , | speak aceording to appearances, so the
crease of eritue, both in Europe and this | icisin in minds who naturally looi p | simply becaunse they do not nuderstand | Seripture speaks, that men might under
country, wili be found when _r.u-t\r:.:z-l_\ and venerate greatne It ia. then. 14 1 retnember s0:.i@ Veals ago tra tand i But how is it possible that even
ascertained, w be in proportion to the | coptend, che limitation not  the - | veling with a gentlemun, a wan of some | the carth shoulid stand still and all nature
kepti infidelity that excludes the pression, of  kuowledge; it is 1| distinetion, too, in his professi bat | not fall into chaost Linpotsl if there
m ;I_lw- of rality. contend, the absence of re 1 uot | something of a dabbler in theology and a | was uo God to sustain i I'he God who
ow, ti fivst cause of this modern | {0 presence of scientific tiuth; 1 Leons | skeptiey aud he sad to me that he could | ereated physieal laws can suspend them
skepticiam, so iutrinsically wrong and to tend, the study of God’s works, neglecting | not believe iu the doctiine of original ,lem ehange them—heause physical laws,
be :'7"""‘-7"1_f rall doubt and all skeptie- | {ho study of God Himself, that is one of | nor of the necessity of baptism, et W nnhke moral law e atbitrary  laws,
1w where truth is coneerned is | the causes of modern religious skeptici-m. | talked for some time, and atter awhile be | observe you.  Moral laws, founded on
SOMETHING 10 B2 LAMENTED— As [ have said, this leads them to advi sadd : *Buu there 1s one docinme of voo s, | the essence of thiv gs, vight and wrong, can-
1s not the increase of knowledge, but it is | theories and to biing them forward be- | a new doetrine, and | ot eonceive | not be ehanged ey are intrinsically
ignorance; ignorance of religious truthon | fore the less learned—theories which, if | how any man of common sense ean aecept | nght or wrong yl will not, can not
the part of yen who are regarded as the true, so upset revelation. And observe, [ it. [ mean the docirine of the insnacn | change them, beeanse it would he doing
leaders of modern thought. Whyt De- my dear friends, you must always Keep in | late conception of the Blessed Virwn | wrong and saving falsehood, bhut physical
cause they relegate to the regions of the un m‘.n‘ilhciln;-mltfﬁﬂ<ll~l\lu‘\1~vn1'11‘~\~--l|l?|- Maig” “Well,” smd 1, “l never } ws are arbitrary He might have de-
,l‘_”"“'“}‘h'v God, ”‘U“]_‘”r""v heaven and hell. | factsof science and the theories built upon | more devoted adherent of that doctrine | ereed that a ston flung npwards should
“?“)' place these subjects aside as some- those facte. A number of facts are brought | than you are.” 11" sail he; “how ¢ 1L fly up like o hall well as fall towards
“”“‘% they cannot 1“_“‘_“'~ Therefore they together, and a man, in order to account | do not believe w word of it.” *You beheve | the carth, or He might have decreed that
are ignoraut of l'(‘lv“,;‘““, of course they lnTllunl, invents a theory which may or | it firmly,” 1 replied.  “A wmoment ago [ the balloon should fall to the carth as it
have no respect for it They hesitate not may not be true. Theoriés are not science. | you told me vou did not believe in otiginal | mounts npwards to the skies,  He could
to propound theories, no matter how | Theories are erceds of indiyiduals. Cicero fin”  “Nor do L7 “Therefore, you | therefore have suspended his laws, He
unljx-u\wl,\\'].u h \\lllu;?r’. religion. And, | cavs that there never was a theory soabe | Lelieve that you were conceived without | could in the begiuning, when He founded
again, one cause l"‘\‘_“ the jgnorance, | 51 that had not some philosophy to de l orviginal sin, aud to be conceived without | Hi< laws, have provided for the praver of
with partial and superficial knowledge, on fend it. At the same time, we wust be | ongiual sin, is to have an immaculate con | Joshua, beeause He foresaw all thing
the part nlu!ln:’ '(lw.]r\~ learned follow- | (ow in condemning this theorizit ception 3 therefore, vou believe in your | The most absurd, the most narrow-minde
ers of these 1\""\‘1\“‘ of 1‘“’“;.;1”: It Was | it is useful to science and scicnce own immaculate ¢ neeption, and “vou | of lbohjections ave objections to miracles
always so, . Ihe great men of antiquity | },ecause it is of truth a of God. believe in the immaculate coneeption of tying God’s hauds in His own ereation
and of modern days than those whom | hyman mind. by a law ts being iy and yono believe g [ and limiting his power.
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