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THE MODERN WAY

Childzen of this generation live
and have their being for the delec-
tation of educators, eugenists, of
divers persons who believe that
parents arve, so far as rights and
duties are ooncerned, negligible
factors. And the explanation is
easy if not satisfactory. The aver-
age father is, due to his limitations,
to his ignorance of the laws of the
child’s mind, and of hygiene, not
qualified to exercise a benefloial in-
flaence upon his children. He means
well, but unconversant with ecien
tific methods, he may in his perverse
blindness ruin, irreparably mayhap,
the growing boy and girl. For in.
stance, the method of exorcising bad
femper with salutary counsel and
judicious use of a birch-rod is re
gearded nowadays as pernicious and
incompatible with the latest findings
of science. For bad temper in a
child is merely the result of decayed
teeth, defective eyesight or enlarged
toneils. Instead of the rod, we use
the tooth-brush or the scalpel and
forthwith we have the boy and girl
radiant with health and models
of amiability. Then the child,
tonsilless, bespeotacled, perhaps,
and ‘pearly-white as to teeth, is
handed over to the educator, who
can talk endlesely about the child
mind. His first principle is that the
boy and girl are receptacles for all
the ologies. For them he builds up
a school curriculum so extensive as
to bewilder the average mortal. He
casts them all in the game mould and
turns them out, year after year, as
the finest fruitage of his system. It
matters not that this education is
what A. Ward used to describe a8
many frills and little shirt. It mat-
ters not that pupils, filled with in-
digested facts, fall victims to mental
anemia, It is of little moment that
the reasoning powers are not culti-
vated, and that his imaginative facul-
ties, which to all seeming are not
within the purview of some educa-
tors, are left in abeyance. The pupil
may be ignorant of fundamental sub-
jeots, but he can dissect a flower,
have & bowing acquaintance with
goientific names, talk about stones
and strata and nature lestons. In
other words, he is, to use a military
term, in the air. He has no founda-
tion on which to build in after life.
The teachers who are caught up in
this whirling curriculum have our
gincerest sympathy. They know that
true education aims to develop the
powers of the mind and not to stunti-
fy it with a moeaningless profusion of
subjects. But they cannot stem the
tide of ologies that sweeps away
their time and prevents them from
giving their pupils the influence of
personality which is of far greater
value than any amount of book learn-
ing. Some day a reformer may bring
us back to saner methods, tu a school
curriculum which shall be simple
and conducive to the cultivation of
the reasoning powers and strength-
ening of the moral faculties.

ON ITS WAY

In thess days of trial Russia's
tremendous advance gives many of
us anxious thought. Yet they who
have studied the signs of the
times, in that spacious and hitherto
unmanageable territory, can see the
rising dawn of an era which Russia's
sages and prophets have long looked
for. The Slave are a fresh and
unworn race, peagants who cling to
ideals of mercy and brotherhood in
an unique way.

Teariem hag held them in leagh for
long : what if their fellowship in
toil and suffering is to be the ap-
pointed path ot their development,
Suffering clears the vision, strips us
of shame and brings us face to face
with the source of joy and strength.
Theory, speculation, conjecture, cod-
dling of the senses may satisty us
when the sky is blue and the high-
way straight and smiling : but when
the tempest hurtles upon us, sweep-
ing [away our conceits, we bend the
knee and recognize that God still
rules the world. It is the same with
nations as with individuals.

The Russia of Tolstoy may well
come dowp upon the Slavs like the
New Jerusalem of their finest dreams.
Let us hope so. At least they will

taste something of our Western
breadth of view and share the glow
of an enthusiasm for free institu.
tions.

DARENESS

The psyochology of races is a mys-
tery, but organized peoples have to
be classified according to their
accepted standards and ideals. Prus-
gianism, as the dominant mould and
type of German life, has commanded
twentieth century civilization to bow
to her claim, Her intellectual forces
have helped to shape young Germany.
Her spiritual leaders have not been
able to resist the overwhelming
tendencies of the times. There is
no Richter to leaven the nation with
generous sentiments, no Lessing to
plead for charity ifor the weak, no
Goethe to counsel when passion
obscures the minar light, Doubtlees
there are millions of sinple souls
who pray and wait for a better day.
Meanwhile the awful welter epreads,
and judgment awaite the day and
hour when the sword shall break in
the hands of the spoiler—a day of
disillusion indeed, but, as we humbly
believe, a day of brightening hope
for the millions who have lived and
toiled amid the gloom of a privation
which is always and everywhere the
black shadow thrown by regnant in-
justice impudently adorning false
gods under the style and title of the
Only True whose service is perfect
freedom.

‘" UNTO THIS LAST"

The world has seen with amaze-
ment the deliberate defense of the
theory, that the power to do a vile
deed 'is a sufficient justification for
it. “ We have the strength "—noth-
ing more need be said, is the haughty
pronouncement of the German rulers:
and in that spirit they are prepared
to “ bestride the narrow world like
a Colossus ;” as they have tramped
with ruin and ravin across brave:
innocent Belgium. Once admit this
spirit into the world's affairs and
there follows the ruthless barbarism
that strews the seas with mines as
deadly to friendly trading nations as
to armed enemies. As a result, also,
we have the adoption ot a poliocy of
wholesale assassination of innocent
people to spread terror through.
out every village and town where
the modern Hun appears : the dull
gouled blindness to all that is beauti-
ful and venerable, which as seen out-
side ot Louvain made the rage of the
Goths against ancient Rome appear
by comparison respectable. Begin-
ning with what has been well styled
“ oynical faithlessness” this arrogant
nation has developed with a hideous
deliberation, a ferocity beyond that
of barbaric times. And to what end
does this new incursion of barbarism
tend ? It means that ite success
would place all Europe at the mercy
of a merciless autocracy that has
already ground out of the German
people any instinct for freedom that
they once may have possesssd. For
itie futile to blame entirely the Kaiser
and the military clan that have so
long matured their plot against the
tree people of Europe, With them in
pitiable subjection, not knowing what
they do, are the German people a
pathetic example of the snapping
power of bad teaching long persisted
in, jealousies long fostered, and greedy
ambitionssedulouslycultivated. That
this people, drilled into & gospel
of inhumanity, may vent its pride
and covetousness upon the world,
the sacredness of life is swept aside
as & weakling, sentiment and savage-
ry is exalted into a scientific system.
The only way to stem the horror thus
poured upon the world is by sacrifice
from those who hold civilization and
humeanity and Christian virtue dear
—personal savrifice for all that is
noble, glorious, sacred. This is no
time for vain regrets and whinings
and prophecies. We wish to save
the individual life when danger
threatens. Now it is the collective
litelthat is at stake, the life of nations
including our own, all the gains of
human freedom, all that is best in
social and political organization, all
that is loftiest in man’'s conception
of his duty to his tellowmen,

To die in such a cause would be a
glorious martyrdom : to shirk the
denger and make no effort against
thia faleity, aggression, bitter wrong
and inhuman hatred would be to live
a recreand.

OTHER TIMES
Dunkirk and Oalais. around which

the waves of confliot ebb and flow,
have a place in many a storied page
in history. They have seen armies
come and go, have heard for yearsthe
tumult and battle cries of warring
squadrons, Under Edward III, and
until 1658, Calais was a strongho!d
of the stardy bowmen and mailed
knights who made history. Then
after a period of French and Spanish
rule, it became in Queen Elixabeth's
time a part of the French dominions.
Dunkirk also, on acoount of its
strength, has been no stranger to war
and adventure. It has been battled
for by Spanish and French: and it
has been bought and eold like a
piece of merchandise. Charles IL,
for instance, gave it back to France
for a million dollars, which eased the
burden of its indebtedness. These
towne have been harried by war, but
never in all their history have
they seen war waged as it is
today by those who, while pro-
olaiming their right to be throned as
the most civilizad, know neither pity
for the weak and defenceless, nor
honour for womanhood, nor reverence
for religion, The olden days of
Dunkirk and Calais speak of courtesy
to opponents, hard fighting, fair and
goldier-like: they tell of sortie and
ambush and encounter, of blood and
wounds and death, but they knew
nothing of the smug hypocrisy that
kills by any means, in the pame of
God, and chants Te Deums over the
massacre of the weak and helpless.

FATHER MATURIN A
LUSITANIA VICTIM

Philadelphia Standard and Times

Among the passengers on the ill-
tated Cunard liner Lusitania, which
was torpedoed and sunk by a sub-
marine off Kinsale Head, Ireland, on
Friday, May 7, was the Rev. Basil
William Maturin, of Holywell, Oxtford,
England, formerly rector ot St. Clem-
ent's Protestant Episcopal Church,
Philadelphia. Father Maturin's name
did not appear in the list of survivors,
and on Wednesday the fears of his
many friends in this city that he was
one of the more than a thousand who
perished were confirmed by the news
of the recovery and identification of
his body.

Father Maturin was an Irishman,
born in Dublin in 1847, The Maturins,
& Huguenot family, have been settled
in Ireland for over two centuries,
and it is somewhat remarkable that
in almost every generation the repre-
gentatives of the name were Protest-
ant clergymen, The late Rev. William
Maturin, D.D., who died about twenty
years ago, was the father of Father
Maturin. He was many years rector
of Grangegorman, in Dablin, and
was no less distinguished for power
a8 a preacher than for his lifelong
advocacy of what are known as High
Church views. The grandfather of
Father Maturin was even more
widely celebrated. He was the
famous Charles Robert Maturin, also
a clergyman and one of the most re-
nowned preachers of his day, but
known wherever English literature
is known as the author of the power-
tul tragedy of " Bertram " and of the
enthralling romance of ‘' Melmoth
the Wanderer " and other worke of
flotion admired by some of the great-
est writers of an age of great writers.

Father Maturin gradusated at Trin-
ity College, Dublin, and, leaving Ire-
land, became curate at Peterstow,
England. Three years later, in 1873,
he went to Cowley St. John. When
a branch of the order was founded in
this country under the name of the
Society of Mission Priests of St. John
the Evangelist, with headquarters in
Boston, Father Maturin was sent to
America. He remained with other
members of the. community in Boston
until the society secured control of
St. Clement's Church, this city, when
he became rector of that parish.

The young minister created &
sensation in the Philadelphia mission
by reason of his outspoken defente of
Catholic dootrine.

‘“He was 8o daring in teaching
Catholio truth,” writes a lady who
with nine of her family was converted
by him, “ that he was silenced by the
Protestant Episcopal Bishop almost
as soon a8 hebegan his work. Ritual.
ism was not then so fashionable in
that church as at present. In two
years he was allowed to preach again,
and no words can adequately describe
the enthusiasm aroused by Father
Maturin's thrilling elogquence. The
church was not only densely fllled
whenever he spoke, but I have often
seen the orowd overflowing through
the corridor and into the street be-
yond. He taughtCatholic truth pure
and simple, and it was life indeed to
many of the souls hanging upon his
words. Not long since I counted
with a friend about fitty who entersd
the Church through him in a com-
paratively short time, although he
himself was held back for years by
his immense humility and his ‘vow’
as a member of the Society of St.
John the Evangelist.”

Father Maturin's reception {into
the Catholic Church took place at
Beaumont, Eogland, in 1897, In
1898 he was ordained to the priest-
hood by the late Cardinal Vaughan,

His power as an orator was recog-
nized on both sides of the Atlantic.
Priests sought him out to give mis-
slons in their parishes and religious
engaged him for retreats, and as &
Catholic priest he was better known
and better appreciated than in the
old Anglican days, when as a Cowley
Father he thrilled the hearts of the
people of St. Clement’s.

Father Maturin’'s name must
always be associated with that of the
late Moneignor Robert Hugh Benson,
not only because they were both
noted Anglicans, but because ot the
pro Catholicinfluence Father Maturin
exerted upon Father Benson before
either of them was finally converted.

In* Contessions of a Convert " Mgr.
Benson tells frankly of this inflaence.
A month after his ordination as an
Anglican minister Father Benson re-
ceived an invitation to be present at
a retreat at Kemsing, near Sevenoaks,
to be given by one of the Cowley
Fathers, He relates his experience
in his pleasautly intimate style as
follows :

I went, in high collar and a white
tie, and was completely taken by
storm. For the fiest time Christian
doctrine, as Father Maturin preached
it, displayed iteelf to me as an orderly
scheme, 1 saw now how things
fitted on one to the other, How the
sacraments fellowed inevitably from
the Incarnation ; how body and spirit
were alike met in the mercy ot God.
The preacher was extraordinarily
eloquent and deep ; he preached hour
after hour ; he caught up my frag-
ments of thought, my glimpses of
spiritual experience, my gropinge in
the twilight, and showed me the
whole, glowing and transfigured, in
an immense scheme whose existence
I had not suspected. He touched my
heart also, profoundly, as well as my
head, revealing to me the springs
and motives of my own nature in a
completely new manner. Especially
he preached confession, showing ite
place in the divine economy; but
this, very naturally, I strenuously
resisted. It was not a strict retreat,
and I talked freely in the afternoon
with two frisnds, endeavoring to per-
suade myself that confession was
no more than an ocsasional medicine
for those who felt they needed it.
But the work was done, though I did
not know it unti! a year later. This,
however, I took away, explicit, from
the retreat—a desire to make my
own that religion which I had heard
preached.”

Father Maturin published, during
one experience or the other, " Dis-
courses on the Parables of Our Lord,”
“ Practices of the Spiritual Life,”
' Seif- Knowledge and Self-Discipline”
and " Laws of the Spiritual Life.”

MGR. BENSON AND
PRIVATE JUDGMENT

I turned flret to Scripture, and
tried to read it without prejudice, as
it it were a direct message from God
to me, writes Mgr. Benson in
“Beyond the Road to Rome.” I knew
it was much more than this; but at
least it wasthis. I had already read all
the controversialists I could find on
either side; but like the woman in
the Gospel who had spent all her
substance upon physicians, I grew
worse. I tried, therefore, to set all
these aside, and to come to Christ so
far as He showed Himeelf to me in
the garments of Scripture.

Now my Private Judgment upon
Scripture told me that the simplest
interpretation of Christ's words, as
regarded the authority by which
Christianity must be interpreted, was
that He appointed Peter to be the
Head of His Church and that He
intended the office of Peter to ba
the permanent foundation of that
Church. The "Good Shepherd” bade
Peter feed His sheep; the “One
Foundation” named Cephas as the
Rock on which the Church should be
built; the ‘'Door” gave Peter the
Keys. These, and twenty-six other
less significant texts, appeared to my
Private Judgment, therefore, to sup-
port the Catholic claima.

But how was I to test the sound-
ness of my view? The only other
guide I had was, a8 has been eaid,
History. So I turned to History in
its broadest aspect; and there I be-
came aware of a startling corrobora-
tion of myview. For Ifound, rough-
ly speaking, that those Christiane,
who based their religion upon that
view, were remarkable throughout
the whole world, and thromgh the
whole courss of it, for complete
unanimity uponallotherpointsof doc-
trine; that they produced Salnts such
a8 no other body produced; and that
those signs and marvels accompanied
them which Christ said should
accompany His disciples.

And, on the other side, I found that
those who rejected the Petrine claims
were notoriously disunited on points
of dootrine, that they were beginning
to give up even & belief in that kind
of supernatural intervention which is
oalled miraculous.

History, then, seemed to me to cor-
roborate that which appeared to be
the evident meaning of Scripture,
and the record of Ged_in His deal-

ings with men in general. Itratified
the record of that particular and
unique dealing of God with men
whioch we call Revelation.

THE PRESIDENT TO
NATURALIZED
CITIZENS

The papers were eagerly scanned
recently for the report of the speech
which the President was announced
to deliver in Philadelphia before a
gathering of naturalized American
citizens, as it was felt that there
would be some expression therein
bearing on the Government's course
ol action with regard to the sinking
of the "Lusitania.”’ Introduced by
Mayor Blankenburg, who in distinctly
German accent spoke a welcome and
an appeal for a single allegiance to
the United States, the President
carried forward the idea of the weld.
ing ot foreign blood in the make up of
America by pointing out the true
goal of right Amerioan oitizenship to
to be loyalty, not to the country of
one’s birth, but to the land of one’s
adoption. “While you bring,” he
said, “all countries with you, you
come with a purpose of leaving all
other countries behind you— bring-
ing what is best of their spirit, but
not looking over your shoulder or
seeking to perpetuate what you leave
in them. I would not certainly be
one who would suggest that a man
cense to love the place of his origin.
It is one thing to love the place
where you were born, another thing
to dedicate yourself to the place
where you go. You can't be an
American if you think of yourselves in
groups. America does hot consist of
groups. A man who considers him-
selt as belonging to a national group
is not yet an American.”

AMERICA'S EXAMPLE OF PEACE

“See, my friends, what that means,”
said the President in another part of
his speech. ‘It means that Ameri-
cans must have a consciousness dif-
ferent from the consciousness of
every other nation in the world. I
am not saying this with even the
slightest thought of ocriticlem of
other nations. You know how it is
with a family. A family gets cen-
tered on itself if it is not careful and
is less interested in the neighbors
than it is in its own members. So a
nation that ie not constantly renewed
out of new sources is apt to have the
narrowness and prejudice of a family
whereas America must have this con-
scioneness that on all sides it touches
elbows and touches hearts with all
the nations of mankind. The ex-
ample of America must be the ex-
ample not merely ol peace because
it will not fight but of peace becausa
peace is the healing and elevating
influence of the world and strife is
not. There is such a thing as a man
being too proud to fight. There is
such a thing as a nation being so
right that it does not need to con-
vince others by force that it is right.
—Sacred Heart Review.

POPE BENEDICT XV.

AND THE CATHOLIC PAPER

Among the subjects of which we
read much and hear more, that of
the loyalty of Catholic Americans to
the Holy See is ome holding a most
prominent place. Yet when we
calmly and honestly measure prac-
tice againet profession in regard to
the matter, we must admit there
exists a deplorable discrepancy be-
tween the two.

Nothing so clearly pointe the truth
of the fact as Catholic journalism.
Who knows, for instance, anything of
the pontificates of Leo XIII. and
Piug X. knows their ardent interest
in this subject. Both committed
themselves to repeated and forceful
admonitions concerning it, yet the
tact is umdisputed that results have
been vastly disproportioned to
efforts. Surely, no one will contend
that this reflacts Catholic American
loyalty to the Holy Sce.

And now the reigning Pontiff, Ben-
edict XV., indirectly at least, pute
another test. This comes in the
project he has fathered for the pro-
motion of Catholic journalism in
Italy.

The Papal Secretary of State, in &
letter to Cardinal Mafi, explains the
views of the Holy Father, saying that
the purpose of the movement is “the
progressive amd energetio diffusion
of Catholic thought and sentiment,
so that by regular unity of streogth
and purpose a barrier may be set up
againet the extension of the anti-re-
ligious press.”

Convinced that Catholic journal-
jem is the natural and necessary
means to accomplish the desired re-
gult, the Supreme Pontiff also makes
it very plain what Catholics must do
in this regard.

“It ie the desire of the August
Pontiff,” writes the Papal Secretexy
of State, '‘that all Catholics, espe-
oially individual priests and ndivid-
ual religious, as well as ednvents,
colleges, sodalities, parishes, and all
pious institutes, should deem it theix
duty to help develop the work and
add to ite solidity, whether by avail-
ing of every opportunity of recom-
mending it or by securing for it, to-
gether with the estesm due to it by
persons of sound understanding, an
ever-inoreasing popularity.”

The action of the Holy Father and
his admonitions here outlined make
quite plain the duties of Catholics
not only in Italy, but in the United
States as well. In fact, they apply
with fqunl force everywhere that
moral principles and Catholic teach-
ing are secretly subverted or openly
assailed. The Supreme Pontiff
pointe to the Catholic paper as the
protection against the dangers and
imposes the obligation of doing
everything possible for their success.

Pope Benedict XV., therefore, like
his predecessors, Pius X. and Leo
XIIL, in his movement for the good
press, proclaims himeelf an earnest
advooate of Catholic journalism.
That declaration is another test of
Catholic loyalty to the Holy See.
Will the test be met, or will it be de-
clined by Catholic Americans ?—
Church Progress.

U. 8. LOSES TWO MORE
BISHOPS

Two more American Sees were
vaoated on May 10 by the death
of the Right Rev. Lawrenge Scanlan,
Bishop of Salt Lake City, and of the
Right Rev. Camillus Paul Maes,
Bishop of Covington. Bishop Scan-
lan was born in Ireland in 1843, and
studied at All Hallows College,
where he was ordained priest in
1868 In 1870 he was made pastor
of the Cathedral in San Francisco,
but left three years later for Utah,
the entire Territory being his parish.
In 1887, he was consecrated Bishop
of Laranda in Asia Minor and Vicar-
Apostolic of Utab, and when the
diocese was created in 1891, became
first Bishop of .Salt Lake City.
Bishop Maes had borne the episcopsl
dignity for thirty years. Born in
Courtrai, Belgium, in 1846, he was
educated at the College of Courtrai
and at the University of Louvain.
Here he was ordained priest in 1868,
Coming to the United States in 1869,
he was attached to the diocese of
Detroit until 1885, when he was con-
gecrated Bishop of Covington.
Bishop Maes was & member of the
Board of Directors of the Catholic
University and of the Catholic Ex-
tension Society, permanent president
of the American Eucharistic Con-
gresses and founder of Emmanuel.
the monthly organ of the Eucharistic
League. Besides the “Life of Father
Nerinckx,” Bishop Maes was the
author of a number of articles on
history and philosophy contributed
to the " Catholic Encyclepedia ” and
to learned journals in America and
in Europe. A man of the most win-
ning pertonality, and a true priest of
God, Bishop Maes will long be re
membered with deep affection by his
people. A third death is that of
Very Reverend F. M. L. Dumont, S S,
S. T. D., president of St. Austin’s Col-
lege, Catholic University, Washing-
ton. The venerable Sulpician, who
was & native of Lyons, France, had
labored for more than forty years in
the United States, endearing himself
to hundreds of priests by his sanctity
and strenucus work in the vineyard
of the Lord.—America.

NEGLECT OF
THANKSGIVING

If we had to name one thing which
seems unaccountably to have fallen
out of men's practical religion alto-
gether it would be the duty of thanke-
giving. It ie not emsy to exaggerate
the common neglect of this duty.
There is litile encugh of prayer;
but there is still less thanksgiving.
For every million of Paters and Aves
which rise up from the earth to avert
evils or to ask graces, how many do
you suppoes follow atier in thanks.
giving for the evils averted or the
graces given ? Alag, it is not hard to
find the renson of thie. Our own in-
terests drive us obviously to prayer ;
but it is love alone which leads to
thanksgiving. A man who only
wants to avoid hell, knows that he
must pray; he has no such strong
instinct impelling him to thanks-
giving. It ie the old story. Never
did prayer come more from the heart
than the piteous cry of those ten
lepers who beheld Jesus entering a
town. Their desire to be heard
made them courteous and consider
ate. They stocd afar off lest He
should be angry if they with their
foul disease came too near Him.
Alas | they did not know that dear
Lord, nor how He had lowered Him-
self to be counted as a leper for the
gins of men. They lifted up their
voices saying: '‘Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us.’ When the miracle
was wrought, the nine went on in
selfish joy to show themselves to the
priest ; but one, only one, and he an
outcast Samaritan, when he saw that
he was made clean, went back, with
a loud voice glorifying God, and he
fell on his face before Our Saviour's
feet, giving thanks, Even the Sacred
Heart of Jesus was distreesed, and,
a8 it were, astonished, and He said :
“Were not ten made clean? And
where are the nine ? There is no one
found to return and give glory te
God but this stranger |" How many
a time have not we caused the same
sad surpriee to the Sacred Heard ?—
Father Faber,

COATHOLIC NOTESB

—e

The Spanish King, Alfonso, has
conferred the Grand Cross of Alfonso
XII. on the Jesuit Father Cirecs,
director of the Sun Observatory.

During the seven months' Ponti.
floate of Benedict XV. 6 Cardinals
have died. In the Sacred College of
Cardinals, which is the Senate of the
Church, there are now 12 vacant
seats.

The only relic of St. George in
England, (according to the Universe
of London) is in the possession of
Southwark oathedral, having been
given to the late Bishop Danell by
the prior of the Carthusiane when
the monks came to England forty
years ago. Itis a piece of an arm
bone.

Extraordinary interest was taken
this year in the biennial liquefaction
of the blood of the martyred St.
Januarius in the cathedral of Santa
Chiara, Naples. An enormous crowd
went in procession to the sacred
edifice, where the miracle was
wrought after sixteen minutes of
prayer.,

The name of Second-Lieutenant
Harold Marion Crawford is on the
list of officers who fell in action.
He was a son of Marion Crawford,
the novelist, and went to England
from Sorrento, Italy, at the outbreak
of the war. He was commissioned
in the Irish Guards. His father was
a convert to the Church as ie also his
aunt, Mre. Hugh Fraaser.

Three hundred refagees from
Poperinghe, eight miles westof Ypres,
which has come under the fire of
German artillery, arrived in Paris
recently on special trains, Most of
them are inmates of an orphanage
and a home for the aged conducted
by Franciecan Sisters. Three nuns
were killed while superintending the
removal of their charges, and several
of the inmates were wounded.

Although Benedict Arnold was so
notoriously inimical to Catholicism
that be won the censure of the lead-
ers in the American revolutiom, a
nun who died in Boston recently is
a direct descendant of him, Sister
Mary Pis, who for forty three years
wae a member of the Poor Clares,
died at the monasteryof the order at
Bennet street. She had been active
in the monastery since it was found.
ed nine years ago. Sister Mary: Pia
was born in Maryland years ago and
in lay life wae Miss Mary A. Arnold.
She was a direct descendant of Bene-
dict Arnold.

When the Belgian refugses flad to
Hoiland, a country, in the main, non-
Catholic, it became evident to Car-
dinal Mercier that Catholic priests
must be sent to Holland to look after
the spiritual and temporal interests
of the refugees. The Primate of
Belgium designated, among othsrs,
Father Verdoodt for this work, and
atter some months in Holland he has
written to the Official Belgian Com-
mittee in England describing his ex-
periences. The Belgians he hae to
deal with are the poorer classes from
Antwerp and the surrounding towns.

The unusual circumstance of the
selling at anction of a large painting
by Peter Paul Rubens, one of the
world’s greatest masters, could not
prevail againet the tendency toward
sluggish prices at the sale of the
Blakeslee collection recently at the
American Art Association in the ball-
room of the Plaza, New York. The
picture, ‘The Adoration of the Magi,”
painted for an altar in a church at
Bergues, French Flanders, sold to a
buyer represented by Otto Bernet for
$13,000, Mr. Blakeslee paid $22,000
for it. 1t was said that without a
doubt the picture would now be re-
turned to Europe.

Gerard De Bruyn, late of Antwerp,
Belgium, died in London recently at
the age of ninety-two. He was one
of the best known and most regpect-
ed Catholics of Antwerp. He was
one of the gentlemen of the famous
Chapelle du Tres Saint Sacrament
in the Cathedral, and for sixty two
years without a break took part in
the annual procession of the Blessed
Sacrament in that city. As & reward
tor his faithful services to the Church
and to commemorate the golden
jubilee of his connection with the
confraternity Pope Leo XIIL decor-
ated him with the Order of St. Greg-
ory the Great, and the late Holy
Father, Pius X. raised him to the
rank of Commander in the same
Order.

The will of the great Irish soldier,
General Sir Luke O'Connor, has been
probated. It will be remembered
that he roge from the ranks to com-
mand his old regiment and died last
February full of years and honors,
aged eighty-two, His estate is
valued at $51,700 and the majority
of it is left to Catholic charities.
The General bequeathed $7,500 to
the Crueade of Rescue for Catholio
children, $5,000 of which is to pro-
vide additional emigration fares to
Canada for Catholic boys and girls.
He leaves 6 bequests of $2 500 each
to 6 Irish and British Catholic chari-
ties, and 9 bequests of $1,500 eaech te
certain convents,societies and institu-
tions carrying on the work in whieh
he took an interest during his life-
time.. To the Cathelic Seldiers’
Association, a new society deing =
great work, he leaves a sum of $1,000,




