
431Current Events.

ing, go that those who use them will have to pay higher for them, 
or, it may be, do without them. In the latter case the trades will 
suffer by diminution of the amount of labour required. In the 
former if they are articles which the members themselves require 
for use, whose will be the gain ? But it may be that the members 
of one trade do not require much of what they produce. But if 
the Unions become general or universal, then all articles are equally 
raised in price —many of them being required tor the use of those 
who have raised the prices, so that their increased wages will pur­
chase no more than the lower rate at the natural level. There are, 
it may be, exceptions, as in the case of trades which pioduce 
luxuries, of which the workmen do not care to participate, and in 
such cases as the capitalist has larger profits than are fair. It 
seems ouite iust that the labourer should have wages proportionate 
to the profits: and here Unions by which the labourers may get 
their due share, may seem to tend to the benefit of the producers.

Where there is a surplus of population it will be found impossible 
to maintain this high wages’ level. This has been found to be 
the case in England, and hence the determination of Mr. Arch to 
lessen that sum by emigration. Let us suppose that that scheme 
is carried out and Britain depleted of its population Brices of 
labour have gone up, and of consequence the value of all manu­
factured articles. If in all countries the same high pncewere 
paid for labour, England might still maintain her position as 
manufacturer for the world. But it is hinted that Capital can 
emigrate too. China and Japan are the great cheap labour markets. 
What is to hinder those who have acquired vast Capital fiom 
sending it to Japan, already opened up, or to China which may 
any day be thrown open to European enterprise? I he Chinese 
have been permitted to emigrate to America, there to come into 
successful competition with the European race. Ut would not be 
wonderful to find Capitalists from England admitted into the 
Celestial Empire, there to produce all sorts of manufactures 
There is plenty of Coal and Iron in that land, ant uuopea < 
and manufacture may spring up there, if it be not permitted 
bring the cheap labour to America, much less to Europe under the 
fostering hand of those Capitalists who might seem to be check­
mated by Trades Unions and emigration schemes. All these possi­
bilities and probabilities will require to be well weighed by Trades 
Unions and emigration agents. Steam, railways and the mixing 
up of populations, have rendered easy what a half century ago 
would have seemed Utopian. firf »!
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