THE WEEKLY MESSENGER.

er own hearth in a troubled maze

Sheis innocent of all wroag.  Angus, I can-|When Hinton had acceded to her request,

I'TLE “Anne,” rehearsed the little maid, im-|possible for herto do that which might pain|I am so tired after all thi I will go to
agining Charlotte’s words, “ youn have saved | Him.  After a time her husband came in, | bed.”
A You ir life-long benefactor. |and the two sat and talked for some time 1z after his wife had left him, the hus- =
\ Anmer mallet a Henceforth partake ir wealth.  Be not| They had a great deal to say, and the hours| band remained up. He bad gone down on had fa
{ I v y our servant, but our friend.” flew on as each poured out a full heart to|his knees, and he remained there for some and dr
; A w r, and 1 This was how matter the other. hours. He had to thank God for his Char- t go
¥ f was 4 managed in the J After a time Charlotte told of her visit|lotte, but even while he thanked a weight ssibl
I r ex it ey from the ¢ whom she had supposed for was heavy on his heart. Sin was very wrong
| G t n face. t PN N SO Iany year be dead. Mr, Home was|terrible to this man, and he feared that a nemb)
\ ns,  She softly lif interested, and ked many questions. | very grievoussin had been committed. Long what a
P 0 r A fa and withdrew. Mer faith a w1 | Charlatte repeated, almost word for word, long into the night he cried to God fo her U
2 And the k roval gra rone dow ro. Shewasa very dispirited what l':‘ﬂ Sandy Lmﬁ.w\l Her l.u»)-:\:‘-l these siuners frank
4 L up to tl ! v ttle girl as she retarned |,)“,g,~‘|‘,,‘. regarded her attentively, After a time he L, o 11 »!\\.4 \:
1 A iled I t 1 1 That uncle from Australia was not a 1 spox¢ MEN .
' I t fmy k power cl M w 1 never look so 1 T ottie, vou remember when first you HER ENGAGEMENT, not t
! And 1 1 a toyal edict able if he was rich,  As a poor relation he| told me that queer story about your father’s| My, Harman felt himself growing weaker UNE
That 3 a Was no v whatever ; and Anne had done | Wil and weaker, The disease which was to lay kept
it 8 be ¢ y any nothing for the family she loved, Ob,| *Yes,”she said him in his grave was making:low, but steady s
Mine, 1 th va how very disappointing life was after|  “1 own I did not believeit ; T own I} rogress, it was just possible that, had his yed o
! i ‘ thought very little about it. 1 ask your | ynind Leen at rest, the weakness of body, the for he
) 4 i gl . what now tr 1 Charlotte | pardon, my dear. 1 now believe you are|pain of body, the slow decay might have “'*r’j*“
A ¥ It ‘br I'-, : \} s ‘“‘ o very little to do with Unele |7 »"" ’ . seen, not removed, but at least arrested . r‘(";'
o \ Apatan e, g n oG sible gold. She was solving Oh, Argus a ,"x-‘rn fle ‘-'l. T came | Had Mr, Harman been a very happy man, hwul
’ He th . ? : gt tabilet blem, and the task was adifficult | up to her face, “Oh! why,” she added in|he might have lived, even with so fatal a for &
! g e . el e ' one a voice of pain, “ why do you say this to me malady, for many years. He had lived a b
- Pl Bants G e wmnd e " For the past month Charlotte had been |now ! : life of almost perfect physcial health for l"“j"'i
. N m dlion A gibdesi e making up her mina to a certain line of| “Partly from what your uncle 1_5l-- over sixty years, and during all that time . 951
di While in A s el wtion.  Before she left Torquay her res "’».]" i partly from another reaso The | he had been o keep mental pains at dislik,
i Iy ¢ . ition was formed. She had been over four | fact is my dear wife, while you were away Iibay ; but in his present wo kness he found o
The - . - weeks there, and during those four week had a visit (w:gn your half-brother, Mr. Jas-| thj impossibie.  His whole nervous system Witk
¢ e e s : he and her boy had lived on Charlotte Har. | per Harman. became effected, and it was apparent even tl‘n«'\
i money. That money had saved the| 4 to his daughter’s eyes, that he was a very .
A Wi ' fe of her chill. When she first saw it and| Y one g Helunhappy man. For her sake, however, he o
I L anked for it, and each succeeding day, |told a tale roposition. His | still did wonders. He dragged himself up dint
He seut for the | woma eding w8 she saw the color| tale wa position scarcely | to hreakfast morning after morning, when “"‘n
A W t Y whicl he ud the appetite which|came w He evidently he would have n worlds to remain in m“l,'
And wi t v fe, returning to her darling, the thought nworldly and un- bed, He | every day to his office “"'""
t Hea \ was grow '] her at her| Pt 1 am unpractical, but iy the city, t when there, he sat in his -l"l vy
[ ; : 1 could never iuflict 8 blow. upon the sed that in my capacity as|office chair dull and unmindful of what was nel
) W lone so much f Her Lmuch to do with'siu- | going on. Jasper did the work. Jasper i
! \ 15t ha \ 11 1 her hushand |ners. 1 a cor by no| was here, there, and everywhere ; but it had ‘.‘"*]‘
Or way 1 money, and rself A little| means void ¢ ha r me to such a pass with John Harman, that I'u.m:
‘ . ey ‘ wned. | Charlotte, wl 1 atly be- [he now almost 1. Still, for o
B { v very 3 but, f all " ieved your 1 % enl there.  (uciatte fr‘ulul-
| hand must be still ; her Tips could not|  Mr. Hom his wife the whol e Tust suspect ik
) h, { k ny t w fl i J Han 1 1 he sat with hi ‘l’ ;n_.‘
! for ber. Mis H the proj he had to set n Char apparent interest .IIHII
Vas ¢ t ! arried, Was it possi I and on her ehi he three thousand nts which ceme pouring \f
e 1 eve of | arriage she, Cha 1 which had been hermotl forthat 1 n 1 w herself to him in each v,
it 1 must
) Hom i u { resses, and he even went himself She
; \ { y w1 No, it was 1 “1 gave him 1 wer, my Lottie,” Le | with choose her wedding wre She
f t fa nid conelu I told him y were | Vel But all these things hald | -h-r\‘
) T wea away it would tell you allon your re |4 wea to 1t man that, dearly was]
mor ! turn,’ ved 1t ne precious daughter, he began -
I ! 1 of I'hen the decision is to rest with me,|to look forward with a sense of relief to the ”f“"
A i M Ang ne week of herabsence. During that week e
I 1 v ated by her ener “Yes, 11t B he need disgnize nothing, he need not go to kurl\
1 appear against that “y ther 1 decline or|the office, e need not put on this forced thels
' A accept 1 heerfu He might stay in bed all day 15t
4 - o r,and she 1 “{ trust you absolutely, You shall do as|long if he plea g
{ tra were fl t all cha vou think best.’ I'hat week was near now, for was the
! a wond alm ver| " After this Mrs. Home was silent for a mo- | twelfth of April. - In anot tdays the O
She fancy she heard ment or two ; then she got up, went on her| wedding morning we as sb
voice « ber by her husband’s side, and, laying her| Charlotte was very busy, What young :““,‘l‘
“1 will provide for your children, I car gainst breast, said— woman is not busy at such a time ? Friends l}(l.hxl
give them riches, There are better thing ‘ or, my darling—poor and | poured in, presents arrived at all hours, The
to be won for those little ones than what | blessed. 1 will not touch their gold.” I'here were dressmakersand milliners to see Cha
money can give. There is such a thing asa My Lottie !” he answered. He did not consult, from morning to night. Then tim
heavy purse and a poor and empty heart, quite understand her, but his heart hegan to Himon took up some of his bride elect’s sha
Suppose 1 fill those hearts with goodness, | beat, |time, and |h.-.v\|~nlup hours were given to ata
and greatness, and generosity and love ; is| “I will tell you all in a few word:, Angus, her father. Seeing how much he liked havi
not that a better portion for these creatures [ longed for money—be my reason base or having her all to himself after dinner becs
who are to live for all eternity than the gold | noble, I longed for money. A month ago each night, Charlotte had begged her lover scar
which lasts only for a time 1 how sorely we needed it ! God saw ourneed | not to come to see her at this particular She
Yes, Charlotte felt that it was a better 'and sent it to us. He sent it through a time. fror
And in beautiful golden letters portion. And such peace and contentment channel and by a means which tried my| *“You will have me for all the rest of my H
ame to this woman ‘\wru.; the last week at proud heart. 1 accepted the gracious boon, |life, John,” she would say, “and I think it taln
§ ay that she thought it the happiest and, when I accepted it, instantly loved the does my father good to be quite alone with I
¢ of her whole life.  But now—now she  giver ; 1 loved—1 love Charlotte Harman, |m¢. It reminds him of old times.” Then, in.

not dist My uncle has come | she often added, “My father puzzles me. priv

her peace 3
Is it the parting from me makes him look

had come back to find her resolve sorely

cen.  With no one to help her, she had | home. My uncle, with his knowledge and Just
| 1 .
esolved t er chance of richesgo.  She | his worldly skill, could now win my cause |50 ill and sad? T often fear that there is you
a3 sme back t 1 deliverer for me, and get back for me and mine what |/ more the matter with him than he lets ap- lo¢
Bef rnal th ¢ to her ractical man | is ours. 1 will not let him—for Charlotte’s| pear. I wish he would consult a good doe- “
! Would far outweigh in worthir had appea was her own uncle |sake, T will not let him. These old men |tor.” do1
. B ALl T have f | ved mother’s brother, He knew | may keep their ill-gotten wealth, for I can-| Hinton dared not tell her that he had ‘
v M for God’s glory, ¢ to act.  While she alone must stumble | not break the daughter’s heart. [ made my [consulted the very best. He could only wit
my own the dark, he would know what todo. He | resolve at Torquay, Angus; and, though T|try to turn her attention, and in this he ey
I he could get her back her own. It own I bave been tempted to-night—yes, 1 believed he had succeeded much better wit
hard to reject such help ; and yet her | believe I have been sorely tempted—still [ than he really did. For when the nigat .
i - ] haken, and the temp-  must fet this money go. T will leave those came after these quiet evenings, Charlotte Un
! HOW IT ALL CAME ROUND, ta was not allowed to | wicked men to God ; but Teannot take their | found that she could not sleep. Was it s
' T f God was still talking | punishment into my own hands. ud, | excitement at her coming happiness, or was
| | L.T. M S Masa " ltot he was not turuing from Angus, cearest, neither can I take that small | it anxiety o
N ! 78 Vel Him um of money ; for, though I cannot prose Anxiety was new to this happy nature— P
4 . gt esce y ' ince the life of her child had been given cute, 1 r can 1 aceept a bribe.  This|new to this prosperous life I s shuddered § ;
b} SHSLGRN, TEAR SN aek to her, a great softness and sweetness | money comes as a bribe.  Isit not o 1"  [at the grim thing, as it visited her night w
After } f ¢ had lef to Mrs. Home ; she had tasted of  * Yes, Lottie, I fear it isso.” after might, in the solitade of her luxurious hel
| I the fire ; 1 bitterest cup, but God had n ‘1l room. But shut her eyes to it, fight against ¢
o ry pa looked a quite br to drink it to the dregs. Her it, as she would, it could not be got to depart
v i d Little always beautiful, had now grown en we will not touch it. I and mine | from her, The fact was, a dreadful thing
‘ ) | I the room ly, being filled with a tender- | can live withoutit.” had happened to this frank and loving na-
i was all quivering with e ment,  She  ness which not only took in her own child, “You and yours can live well and nobly | ture, she was beginning tosuspect the father
; expected hier mistress to turn to her—almost | but, for his sake, all the other children in | without it, my most precious wife.” whom she loved. These suspicions had first o
‘ ¢ her arms around her n thank [tae world “Ab! there is rest and peace in m, [ come into play on the night when he had ;
er with the warmest expressions for what|  Yes, Charlotte loved God as she had never heart ; and the little house, though so poor, |fainted in her presence. Some words he w
- ¢ , ehe had done [Toved Him before, and it was becoming im- |and shabby, seems very home-like, Angus, |had used that night, some expressions which. Y
. ¥ an
}
1 {




