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Our Anglo-Saxon Tongue.

BY DAVID TUCKER, M.D., B.A.
There is a little isle afar,

Whose iron heart and rim of rock
Long time have spurned the strokes of war, 

Long time have spurned the ocean’s shock.
It is the cradle of a race;

It is the cradle of a tongue,
Not dissonant, or void of grace,

But plain, expressive, clear and strong.

And with the tongue the race accords,
Like Vikings of the olden time;

Fearless and great in deeds and words,
It ranges every sea and clime.

Vet softer tongues there be for those 
Whose flatteries lisp in gilded bowers •

In luxury, or dull repose,
Or dalliance, wasting noble powers.

But thou, O Saxon tongue ! art made 
Bor men of toil and men of might,

Who by no dastard thoughts are swayed,
Nor fear to battle for the right.

By snowy hills and frozen streams,
From the dark forests of the north,

The old familiar glory gleams,
The old familiar sounds come forth.
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By Ganges’ and by Plata’s flood,
By Tartar fort and Arab tent,

Far south—far east—by stream and wood 
On island and on continent.

W here sunbeams dazzle all the year,
And shadows from the palms are flung, 

Still ring thy numbers, broad and clear,
O grand and conquering Saxon tongue !was a 
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on the result. \ oung nations springing into birth,

The scions of a mighty line,
Have spread thy music through the earth, 

The east, west, north and south are thine.
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Go forth,, thou noble Saxon tongue !
’ Where’er thy nervous accents fall 

lyrants shall yet to earth be flung,
And fetters from the bondsman fall !

Thou art the tongue that Freedom loves, 
To shape her creed, to frame her laws ; 

Thou art the tongue that Truth approves, 
To champion her eternal cause.

In thee, as wont, O Saxon tongues !
By isles and rivers far away,

May heavenly songs be ever sung,
Thou herald of a brighter day.
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