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MORTALITY AMONG WOMEN.

Finihrr Report on Mrdlro-ActnsrUl Mortality In- 
vestigatlon—Data Shows that Deaths are Mon* 
Frequent among Women In Early Policy Year* 
than among Men.

nf tile interesting features of the report on 
tin Medico-Actuarial Mortality Investigation F that 
v, iuvrning the mortality among women. The forty 
three companies contributing to this investigation 
divided their data into four classes:

1. Spinsters.
Married women, beneficiary husband.
Married women, beneliciary other than husband 
Widow - and divorced.

While the records of the companies were given 
under policies issued from 1SS5 to i<jo8 inclusive, the 
great majority of the pilicie- had been i—lied in 
vexent vears. les- than one-half of the jmlicies having 
been more than five years in force.

The expected deaths were calculated by the M V 
Mortality Table, which represents the average ex 
perience of the forty-three companies. The ratio of 
a, mal to expected deaths among the married women, 
husband beneliciary. was ijo per cent, of the M X 
Table; and as it was only eighty-one per cent, among 
the spinsters, it follows that the mortality in the 
former class was almut one-half that in the latter. 
The mortality among the class of widows and 
divorced women was about midway between that of 
.piaster and married women. These comparisons 

he account of the difference in age and of the dura 
of the policies. Tables arc given in the report 

which show that the mortality among women in the 
four elasses combined is higher than among men at 
the young ages at entry , and lower at ages at entry 
sixty and above. It i- shown that the mortality in 
tile early vears at ages of entry fifteen to twenty nine 
1- distinctly heavier among women than among 

Mortality amoxt. Married Women.

It is shown that the proportion of endowment in­
surance taken by spinsters i- 54 per cent, and by 
married women about -’fi per cent., while the pro 
(Hirtions on the ordinary life plan are 13 fier cent, 
and 3<> l>er cent., respectively.

SnofLli not in: Voxsinriiin \ Harrier.1 me

There are two significant statements at the dose 
of this repirt on this investigation:

1. That the high mortality among married women 
should not be considered a- a barrier to the insuring 
of them. It is jointed out that with great care and 
with the greater knowledge as favorable mortality as 
among men may be anticipated in tile future, t hie 
company, for example, fourni that the married women 
who paid their premiums out of their own incomes 
and whose children we’re the beneficiaries under the 
policies had a ten per cent, better mortality than 
among men of corresponding age.

That the better mortality among -pin-ter- than 
married women should not be considered a-
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applicable to the general population. The statistics 
of the committee do not prove that spinsters, a- a 
class, are better ri-k- than married women, but that 
those of the former class who were insured by the 
companies were better than those id the latter class 
who were so insured. The spinier- insured by the 

of a vet v good class generallycompanies were 
teachers, stenographers, librarian-, doctors and other 
similar favorable type- and were not drawn from 
those who had long hour-, heavy work, or unsanitary 
surroundings.t :• >11

EMPLOYERS LIABILITY INSURANCE IN 
ENGLAND.

At the moment an immense amount of work i- 
falling on insurance companies i - ; connection with 
the renewals of employers' liability busiiu 
ing domestic servant insurance, in from July 1 the 
date on which the different Workmen's Compensa 
lion Acts have come into force. 1 he rates are now 
on a basis which the offices believe will leave them 
some margin of profit, but the market for the bti-i 

is smaller than it wa- even two or three year- 
ago. Some composite offices have resolutely deter­
mined to have as little to do with the business a- they 
pissibly can, for various decisions of the knurt- m 
favor of the workmen, the necessity of consulting the 
National Health Commissioners under the Insurance 
\ct, and the extreme difficulty of preventing milling 
cring have all tended to increase the difficulty of con­
ducting a complicated business.

One curious effect of the unfavorable experience 
has been that in some eases non-tariff office' are 
quoting higher rates than th.i-e which work accord 
ing to tariffs, for, judging individual ri-k- 
merits, tltev have not hesitated to quote high amt 
sometimes prohibitive, rates on bu-ines- watch have 
proved prolific in claims, while making concession- 
to firms whose claim ratio ha- been light.

The difference in the experience of varum- firms 
undertaking the same kind of work t- very marked 
indeed. Hut on the whole the rates during the past 

have still tended upward and new bust- 
more difficult to get written—Umdon

men

indud-\s it i> well known that the mortality among 
policyholders insured oil
si i g/jocl as among those taking endowment insurance, 
the question naturally arose whether the low mor 
talitv a l ong the spinster, as compared with married 
women, coincided with the more frequent selection 
•f endowment insurance hy spinsters. The policies 

ccordinglv divided hy plan of insurance, from 
which it appeared that on the ordinary life plan the 
spinster* had a ratio of actual to expected mortality 
nf 107 per cent., while the married women, with hus­
band beneficiary, had a mortality of 140 per cent., 
and the married women, with beneliciary other than 
liU'hand, sliowed a mortality of ijf» per cent, 
endowment insurances the relative mortality for these 
three classes of risks was 7(1 per cent.. 114 per cent.

It is clear from the tables sub­

tile ordinary life plan i> not

ne-s
xw re a

Vnder

ami ijo per cent, 
milted hy the committee that the mortality among 
married women is much higher than among spinsters 
insured on the same plan. Combining the four 
classes of women, the following gives the relative 
mortality hy plan of insurance.

FOVR Cl AS8E8 OF WOMEN. ALL AO I S AT ENTRY 
AND ALL POLICY YEARS COMBINED

Ratio of Actual to Ex­
pected Dealbn by 

M A. Table

«•11 their

Van of Insurance
Ordinary life..............
Limit'd payment life. 
Endowment Insurance

year or two 
ness is now 
Times.

121 per cent. 
100 per cent. 
89 per cent.


