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‘ X TELL are some Christians not interested? The growth of con
tributions to Foreign Missions from five to forty millions in one
generation might seem to indicate that many Christians are in

terested, and that the number of such Christians is growing

Yet as one studies the local church one is forced to admit that

the giving to Foreign Missions in the average church is confined to
about twenty-five per cent. of the members, and that even that frac
tion does not for the most part make sacrificial gifts. df we based the
per capita giving upon the church membership of the United States
and Canada, it would seem that we give annually about one dollar
and a quarter per member. But even this estimate is fallacious, for
it does not take into account the large amount of the gross income
of Foreign Mission Boards received through legacies and annuity
funds. If we estimate upon the twenty-five per cent. of members
giving, we have the noble figure of about six dollars a year—fifty
cents a month or about twelve cents a week. This represents the
equivalent of one cigar, one cheap ice cream soda, one weekly or
cheap monthly magazine, one half of one movie entrance fee, or two
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