
Ifi. TIIK OPTIMIST.

\\ cir you ov(>r up a-aiii ,t it. with yom- hHt's last liolo drawn in
And tlH' siii-apnol and tin- splinters tlyinir round like nicn-v sin
Aiu you couldn't In-ar your rifle for tli." hij,di explosive '^ ,li,/And you knew that thin-s eonl.l -et no worse, and then v. mi

had to <,'rin ?

Were you ever up ajrainst it, in a shell hole for a while
\\ ith the Willies searehinjr for you, with al their measly ..„ii.,And your ton-ue swelled up for water, and the water Imlf a'

nide.

And you knew it was the liudt, ,! then you had to smile?

Were you over up a-aiust it, when the ehuek was eut in halfAm the hee wre thiek upon you, like a hlud<in{r ^vneral's staff,And the Al emands had shclle<l the rum l.efore you had a .luaff
liu-u you knew the worst was over, ami you had t(, have ;.'

laujrh?

I.ut
1 suppose you hadn't f/rinned, hut just sat .lown to -rvAnd ,y shiltui^' your position o-ot

;, niee one in the eve '

Not a eushy, or ''a hli^d.ty," hut a one that made von die
!><>.. t you tlnnk the smde, or ,rin, or lau.di, wore h'ettor tl

tlH' smli ?
I. Ill
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