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irtauiino- only the small I.^laM.ls of St Picn-e and Miquclon. tind
the rit,rhtoi fishin;^ from Cape Bonavista on the Nortliern to
i o.iit H.Che on the We.tera t'oa-t. England now obtainoa tho
dominion of the entire ishmd. but had no int,>mio:i nf coloni^in'r
It. .bhe wished to retain it as t:ie French do th(^. North and Wes"
chores at preseiit, as a nui-erj for st amen, and to mako tljc riches
ot tlie deep in NewfouiidUmd oontributc to the strcn-th and (o the
Avealth of LngJand. Frce.lom of Catholic v.-or.hip was by treaty
allowed to the Iicnch residents, but with the sinister proviso, ^'a"!i
iar a. the laws of England permit." Govcnio.- lulwards tuki'i-
advantage of thi.-^, gave such annoyance co tho French Cuthoilca
and their Clergy that almost all of them sold their properties and
left tlie Inland

; thiH a body of useful citizens wore lost to the
colony through the^e bigotted proceedings; but we mu^t in justice
jn:dvt> allowance fur the prejudices of the a;^e. In the reVr,i ofAmg \\ uham III., by an extraordinary statute, a form of misrule
ivas established lending to discourage settlemcmt and create inter-
in inable con fusion-t lie three first lishing captains arriving in the
Ibla.id each summer, took the r.ames of Admiral. Yice-Admiral
and Iw^-ar-Admiral, and without any qualification except the
priority of arnval, became magistrates, eranowered to decide all
fishery rights and civil causes, We may imagine what sort of
Jaws these jncn would deal out to their servants, and to the poor
inhabitants whom they in general looked on as intruders. Some-
thing like a regular (Census of the populaf.on was taken in 1763,

3^J>!^y^ y-^^^iKl^^i the inhabitants returned then were 13 112—
iiQo Catholics and 8317 Protestants. The fixed inhabitants
however were estimated at only 7500, the rest being summer
lesidents, but returned homo every winter. The state ot the
population was miserable in the extreme ; no law. no security
the uncontrolled will of the ignorant fishing Admirals being the
only rule Accordingly Lord Verd Eeauclcrck who com.
Jnanded the Aaval ioroe here, by his ropresontatijns obtained
irom tne ilome Government the appointment of a titular
Governor, and in 172'J Captain Osborn was nominated as the
hrst Governor. The fishing admirals however would not easily
yiold up the power they possessed and misused, and thou'rh the
ftppointment ot a local governor, even for the summer months
was a recognitiun of the people of tho i>land, nlll
Y". found hnntelt almost powerless. The only law known in'the
colony for a long series of years after was the proclamation of the
Governors, and without their sanction, until within the recol-
lectic: oi mnny now lirinj in yt. John'.., a house could not be


