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The high perfection reached in geometrical soionoe Is implied In the
PX)n8t ruction of tlie pyrttinids and tfiiiples, (Kiiclid, tlie (J reck l (•nieter of the
ad century n. c, was a roHident of Al.-xumlria.) No buildings, excepting those
ol' till' (JreeitH and tlie IMKi'iiiciiiim,

tttughi by Egyptian art, Imve ever

exhibited the same accuracy and

delicacy of niuHonry construction.

HlocitH of Htone over 100 feet in

length were (pairried in e(!rtuin ol)e-

liHkH. An oltelink 1)0 feet high is

still erect at Thebes. The still

standing Htatues of Amenophin III.,

at Thebes, are 50 feet high in the

solid block, resting on a .solid pedes-

\'i\ 10 feet high. Tim roofing blocks

of the Oreat Hall of Karnak have

been mentioned. In the great pyra-

mids, blocks 20 feet long are com-

mnn, Herodotus tclln of a single

stone hewn into the aspect of a

small temple, which was moved
from the quarry at Assouan, at the

First Cataract, to the Delta of the

Nile. Its diuiensions were 21 feet

l)y 31J feet, and 18 feet high. He
Bays that the architect engaged in

moving the Hfnnc, which was des-

tined to stand in the court of a tem-

ple, heaved so deep a sigh when it

had reached the outer entrance, that

the king in pity ordered the work-

men to leave it standing there. This

block was seen and described l)y an

Arabian physician, Abdulatief, in

the 13th century aft.r ChvtM. It has since disappeared.

The method by which heavy blocks were raised is in dispute,
but the use of cranes and derricks appears sufficiently certain. The blocks
were moved from the (piarries on wooden sletlges. These were drawn by man
power on tramways of wood, wbich were greased, .u cture at Beni Hassan

Thothmes III. Colossal Head of Red
Granite, British Museum.


