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fiudiof Cbriit crucified is tlie power of God unto the salTa-

tion of finnerf,—that through it all who believe are washed,

jditified, and sanctified, and so made meet for their inheri-

tance in heaveii>—and that however that faith may be opposed

^ perverted now, it sfiall at last be surely and eternally

triifmphant, we are animated to persevere amidst every dis-

^boragement, and fimidst evil report and good report, whether

flkoi irill hear or whether they will forbear, we shall by God'i

giadd eontinQe to bear our testimony to the truth as it is iii

Jcain^ and in hit name beseech men to be reconciled unto

Again, brethren, we are supported and encouraged in Ike

'(B|!|M!Utiou of oar sacred office by the consideration that we
ltf« duly called and commissioned by God to minister in Hia

Mmto. Without thii, no one may venture, whatever may be

ihe truth of the doctrines which he holds, or whatever iria

iribility and leal, to assume the name of a Minister of Christ

mdi lew to expect a blessing on his ministrations. *< I snit

theoi'iiot, nor cornmanded them, therefore they shall notpMH

!fit diis people at all, saith the Lord." (Jeremiah zxiiL 92.)

'^Ihider the old dispensation it was marked as the moit

diliigeroai ptretumption to touch the ark of God ^thout

i Atrae waitaat, nor b it a less direct act of usurpation

lo iMtQiDBe authority in the Church of Christ withditt

liviMMuiiiwion from our Divine Head. Christ himself

l|i|kter0d with delegated, not with self-commissioned pow^

eti^' nor can ^e conceive of an ambasttidor, a steward, a

wim^man, a meflsenger, with self-oonstitiited apthority^"*

1lM«e it it that the question is asked, how shaH they preach

Vklti^ IhOy be tent? hence our Lord-to tolemnly conferred

1ll|jdii ihe twelve tiieir Apostolic authority ; hence it was tint

iflief^ero to earefid to enMain elderv in every city, and to

Idillige tlMte to n«boitt they eonuMuricated Epitoq[Nil powerl

W ^^nait the thingff which they had heard of them Utftb
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