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year the incotne sliall not be Hufficicnt to ineet the claiiuH iii

full, then all claimants shall share in tlte Uejficiency in propor-.

tion to the amount of their respective claims., . *
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Lot us now enquire Just what changes iind concessions are

involved in the Biusis of Union as finally /adopted, so that we
niay be in a position to determine whether they are of such a

character as to call for an advjy|we vote /from any Quarterly

Meeting or t'onference.
,

I am jP^uaded/that uiost people will

be surprised that the concessions, as a ruli?. are so small, afid the

changes so few. During the sessibjns of/the Union Committee,
a great inany proposals were made and published that were not

finally adopted, while, some things carried at an early stage

were afterwards rescinded. From this circunistahce, many
have received an erroneous impression/of '^vhat was really done,

and it is the more desirable, therefore/, that a distinct sunimary
should be presented. It should be jindei-stood, moreover, feliat'

part of what is contained in the Basis is little more than a
statement of what has been the Practice in all thenniling
Churches in the past, and \5rhich Miey agree shall continue in

the future, the; changes being so .^ight as to cali for no com--

ment; while another part, referring to Church Funds, and

.

Educational, Publishing, and Church Property Institutions,

contains simply proposal? for/ adjusting certain financial

interests, and involves no particular " concessions " on either

vside. Divested of all extraneous matter, we get the following

points:— ,.;
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}. BodrhWy etG.~~In StsindkrdiS of Doctrine, Articles of

Religion, General Rules, C)rdihinces, Reception of Members, and
M^ans of Grace, no changes ow concessions are necessary, i

.2. The Oeneml Conference.l-^^o change is proposed in^ the

composition or functions of t)l)is body as it has existed in the

Methodist Church of Canada!, and in the Methodist Episcopal

Ciiurqh. But the Primitive tMethodists and Bible Christians,

in ^mihg into the Union, doncede the transfer pf legislative

au^iority frorii the Annual to tlie General Conference.

«. General lSuperintendefci/.--On {\m yo'mt, ^^^i^^ Basisis

: confirmed, all the uniting Cliurches will make concessions. The
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