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Inrrv tnt- nrn\ men (ust 1)0 broiiuhl to llir islaivl who knew how t<»

tultivau- ic . jr ft- ltu-s >houl<l U- tk-vfloiH-d; >hi' should rrvivi- her

pnxhiction ol en-. . and aiich(»vy. Rio iuihIwI a harl)oiir and should

have it; Na|»<)lt'on hinistif wi-nt out in a lM>;it. niadt- soundinns with

the lead, and cam« back drfnchttl to tho sk .

He was not k*s» zealous in rtnard to military di'kncf. His

thoughts dwelt per|H'tually, indeed, on problems of war. In the en<l

he hail in Klba an army of sixteen hundretl men. As the total |)opu-

lation was (»nly twelve thousand it is dear that .iIkiuI <me-half of the

adult males of the i.sland were in the army. Most of the men weri old

soldiers who hail come to serve still uni'ir Napoleon; hut three or four

hundred were recruited in Klha. \a|K)leor would s|Knd five or six

hours at a time at the ban. ks. He talk to tiie men familiarly,

taste<l their soup and empiired alM)Ut their i lorl. He had not only

an army but also a small navy ol fi-.e sh.,»s. He Inlieved that if

attacked in Klba he could reti.e i 'In mountains and hold out ft>r

two years.

Sir Neil CamplK-ll . . tluit .Naj ,.l cm seemed like the incarnation

of ^rpetualmotinii. !,»,.. i KbriiiRton :'i»eni an evening with Najioleon

alone and the EmiK-ror kept his Kucst walking up and down ii\ the

salle for hours while he talked. Whin he gaxe an order he exix-cted

it to l)e carried out instantly. If a road was iH-inn built he required

to know each day how much had lieen achie\ed. He was up often at

three o'clock in the morning and he showed little consideration in

reiiuiring others to adjust themselves to his own rapid ami ecceninc

movements. "He did what he wished, as he wished, and when he

wished" says Pons, one of those in Elba who were driven by this rest-

less master. He wrote little in Elba but read insatiably and

complained of the inadeipiacy of h" library. He was alwa\ s ordering

iKioks to replenish it.

It would harilK \k- accurate to siiy that Elba still presirxes any

vivid memory of this imperious master. .Napoleon is, indeed, not

much in evidence in the island. There is, it is true, one little street

in Porte Ferraio with Napoleon's name. But, after all, his sojourn

here was brief and the heart of Elba is Italian not French; it is the

heroesof modern Italy, Victor Emmanuel, (.aribalili and (avour, whom
Elba loves to commemorate. Some streets in Porto Ferraio are named

after Italian literary men— Manzoni and Carducci for example. The

names one sees are Italian or, in s'<me casis, Spanish. There are still

families in Elba who l>ear the honoi .ed name of Dante, and some with

that dishonoured one which came from Spain, Borgia. It was at

Porto Longone on the south coast that the Spanish chiefly settled

and there to this day are found such names as Perez, Lopez and Rodri-
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