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with a lar^e surplus over all our

liabilities, with a surplus over the

operations of last year, and with a

prospective surpli s o( ovf r half a

milliun dollars on the operations of

the prpscnt year, and all the public

services treated lilicrally and in the

interests of the Province ! But
while this api)ears to be so from
the Auditor's statement there are

objections made oy lion, ncnilcnien

opposite in reference to these state-

ments. The Hon. member for South
Lanark in his address tells us that

there is a lar^c debt 1 Jo not know
evacily how much he represents it

to l>e, it is enormous at any rate
;

and then he tells us that oa the op-

erations of I'.HiS- jiniiij; ri^^lit up

acainst the signed tatement of the

Auditor—he tells us these statements

are imt correct, but there was a de-

ficit on the linancial operations of
that year. And then we are assured,

too, that next year will sec a still

Iaru;er deficit, which the Auditor was
unable 10 see any indication of. He
looks upon the increased expendi-

tures of xhis rear with great .larm

and anxiety. Now, I have been look-

ine; back to his speeehes ev'T since

he became a member of this ouse,

and the statements made with refer-

ence to our financial position here

this vear is in harmon\ with tlie

statements he has always ni.HJe !lo

has ahviiys found deficits, always
foimd enormous debts, and has al-

ways toll! the country that we were
in ereat financial striits. Yet year
after ve.ir passed by and the surplus

is larger still, and each year shows
a surplus on the opt rat ions of thar

vear. (App.) I take the \iews, too,

of my friend from West York, .\Ir, St.

John, who in a speech last session

said liiat if we were to lie blamed
for anything it was that we did not

spend money enough. He takes an
entirelv dilTerent vi"W to the gentle-

man from Lanark, (Mr Matheson)
and if my opinion is worth anything

the member for West '\'ork is more
nearly right than his colleague.

Decrying the Province.

Does my Hon. friends think it is

a patriotic attitude to decry the

financial position of the Prnvinc>: as

they arc continually doing ? We are

endeavoring to get settlers to locate

in this country in the great, unset-

tled [Mjrtion of the Province of On-
tario we are opening out to them,

and the inducements wc hold out to

them as a Province, financially and
in other respects, can be offered by
no other Province in Hie world. And
still my Hon. friend, from his place

in this House, and on his responsibil-

ity as a member of the Legislature,

assures the country and other coun-

tries as well, where speeches of the

members of this Ilo'ise are read, that

we are in a verv bad financial posi-

tion. I ask is this a |)atriotie, wise

or prudent attitude to assume, I do
not mean that. If we arc in a bad
way financially, or year after year it is

proven conclusively that we are in

the best possible |)osition llaaii-

cially, better than any State

in the American Union, is it

fair from a patriotic standpoint to

continue to run down the financial

condition of the Pro\iMce in which

wc live .' (Ajip.)

Sii, I have been trying to find a
touiidation for tlie statement that we
cTd ill (tel)t, as made by the Hon.
memlx'i. and ills idnteiition seems to

me to he embodied lit the article in

the .Mall and Kmpire of the 11th of

Febr;.ary, headed "Ontario's Huge De-

ficit." I find In that ,article two or

three ex|K>ndiliires to which the Hon.

gentleman la'.es exception. One is

a payment of .'i;2.")0,0(J0 for wages at

the Sot ! am not dealing now
with the nreveiititjn of Idoodshed and
all the t:ra|)hlc features of the Soo
dilliciilties, which we have heard so

much of from several Ho.i. gentlemen

opposite, but 1 am trying to deal

with it for one moment from a uure-

ly linatielal standpoint in order that

we miirht see whether the Treasurer

or Auditor was justilied or not in

ha\iiig that statement left out of

the expenditure of l"st vear. That
nioiiev has not been paid out of the

I'rovincial Treasurv. as I understand

it. It has been iirovlded for through

the bank, und r ceitain conditions,

and if certain conditions are com-
filied with, with reference to the op-

cninf^ up an;i coiiiiutung of ix-rtaia


