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tional story about McLoughlin’s religious belief, and tells us 
that he was converted by reading Milner's “End of Contro­
versy," and it goes on to say that after making his abjuration 
and profession of faith in the hands of the Vicar General on 
November 18, 1842, he went to confession, had his marriage 
blessed on the same day, and prepared himself for his first 
Communion by fasting during the four weeks of Advent, which 
he passed on his claim at Willamette Falls (now Oregon City). 
But on page 139 of the same book the writer withdraws all 
that he had previously asserted and informs us that he had 
given the current view of McLoughlin's religious opinions on 
pages 3 and 13; but since those pages had gone to press the 
Rev. A. Hillebrand had submitted considerations which satis­
fied him that McLoughlin was not only reared a Catholic and 
had remained such all his life, but that both his parents were 
Catholics and lived until he reached early manhood ; not only 
that, but that his brother and sisters were all reared practical 
Catholics and one of the girls had become a nun. In brief, Dr. 
McLoughlin had been for forty years on the frontier, and 
Father Blanchet merely came on the scene and brought to him 
the Sacraments of the Church. Such is the real story of Mc­
Loughlin’s supposed conversion by Bishop Blanchet.

Added to this admission by Blanchet’s biographer, we have 
in Marshall’s "Acquisition of Oregon" sufficient reason to con­
clude that "The Recollections" are absolutely wrong. He gives 
us the testimony of three of the most prominent Protestant 
ministers who were in Oregon before and after Bishop Blan­
chet’s arrival. They are Jason Lee, Gustavus Hines, and 
Marcus Whitman. In a letter from Jason Lee, dated Mission 
House, Willamette River, March 14, 1836 ("Acquisition of 
Oregon," Vol. I, p. 331), we read, "McLoughlin was a Catholic 
and he headed the list with 16 for the use of the American 
Methodist Mission.” On June 1, 1840, at Fort Vancouver, 
Mr. Hines writes: "Dr. McLoughlin, though a Catholic him­
self, received us with much cordiality,” p. 332. On July 31, 
1841 (p. 350), Dr. Whitman wrote a six-page letter to D
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