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ÜM this propotlttoD hta been dccllned bj the
BritUh OoTerninent upon groundi which fn thc
drcunutancea Mem to me to be f«r from Mthfac-
t<»7. It ii deeply dlMppoInting that lucb u
•ppeal, «ctuated by tbe moM Mendly feelingt
toward both tuttona directlr concemed, addreaiied

U> tbe tenae o( Jiutice toa to tbe magnmnlmity
of one of the grest powen of tbe world, and
toucblng Ita relationi to one compantiTely weak
•nd nnaU, ihould bsTe produced no iMtter re-

tulti.

"Tbe courw to be punued bv tbii Ooreni-
ment In riew o( the pment conaltion doei not
appear to admlt of eriout doubt. Ilaving la-

boro! faithfully for many yean to induce Great
Britain to submit tbii diapnte to impartial arbi-

tration, and baving been now flnally appriied o(
ber refuaal to do so, notbing remaini but to ac-

oept tbe lituatlon, to recognizc ita plain requlie-
menU. and deal wttb <t acccordlngly. Oreat
Brítatn's preaent propoiitlon has nrver thus far
b««n re^nled as admlmiible hy Venezuela,
though any adjustment of thc boundary whIch
that rountry may deem for her advantage and
may enter into of hcr own free will can not of
conree be objected to by the Unltt-d Stat*-». As-
sumlng, however, that the attituile of Venezuela
wlll remain unrhan);ed, thc dispute has reached
tuch a stage as to makc it now incuml)ent upon
tbe United States to take measures to determine
with sufScient certaintv for its Justification what
Is tbe truc divisional líne bctween the Kepublic
of Venezuela and Brítish Qutana. The inquiry
to that end ühnuld of coursc Iw cnnducted care-
fully and Judieially, and due weight should be
given to afl available rvidence, records, and facts
In support of tbe claims of both parties. In
order that such an examinatlon should be prose-
cuted in n thorough and sntisfartory manner, I

suggest tliat the Congress make an ñdequate ap-
propriation for thc expenses of a commlsslon, to
be appointed by the Executive, who shall make
thc necessary investigation and report upon the
matter with thc least possiblc dday. When
such report is m»<ie and acrented it will, in my
opinión, be the duty of the United States to re-

sist by every means In its power, as a willful
aggression upon ils rights and interests. the
appropriation by Great Britain of any lands or
the exerciac of'governmental jurlsiiiction over
any territory which aftcr investigation wc have
determ¡ne<l of right Iwlong» to Venezuela.

" In making thesc recommcndations I am fully
alivc to thc rcsponsibility inrurred and kcinly
realize all thc Cí)useiiuencea that may follow. I

am, neverthcicss. lirm in my conviction that
while it is a gricvous thing to contémplate the
two great Fínglish sp<-akinir ix'íiples of the world
as being ntlierwlse tlian fricndly competitots In
thc onw-ard march of civilizatio'n and streniious
and worthy rivals in all tlic arts of peave, there
is no ciilañiity which a grciit natiori <nn invito
whicli eiitwla" that which follows a supine sub-
mission to wrong and injusticc iuv\ thc consc-
quent loss of national aelf-rcgpc< t anii honor, be-
ncath which are shicldcd and liifcndiil a ix'opie's
safctv and grcatness."

—

('nitul Stiitet, Meuagt
anii hoeumrnt» {AMdgment, 1895-8).

The rccnmmcndations of thc I'resident wcrc
acted upon with remarkablc unanimity and
prnmptitudc in Congress. a bilí authorizing thc
appoimnicnt of thc'ptoposcd commission,~ and
•pprupriating $1(K),U0(I for thc necessary expen-
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dltnre, beIng paaicd by the Houie on tbe day
following the MeiMce (pecember 17), and by
the Benate on tbe ÜOtb. See (In tbts toI. ) Umtkd
BTATsa up Am.: A. D. 18tS (DcrEMEitii).
A. D. ilos-i896 (Dtcambcr— laanary). ~

PMliaK in BncUiid aad th* United States
erar the benndiry dUpntr See (in thla vol

)
UniTED States or Am. : A. D. 189(^1896 (De-
CKMBER—JaSUAÜT).
A. D. 1896-1899.—Apoeintmtnt of the

United StatM Cúmmltaioa to iaveiticate
the bonndary qnettion.—Reepeninf of nearo-
tiationa bctween the United States and Great
Britain.—The solntion of the msin diBcultj
fonnd.—Arbitration and its rcsult.—The Coni-
mlision authorized by the Congress of the
Uniteil States to investígate and report on the
true divisional Une between British Quiana and
Venezuela was named by the President of the
United States, on thc Ist of January, as follows

;

David J. Brewer, Assoclate Justice of thc .Su-

premc Court of thc United States; Hichard II.

Alvey, Chlef Justice of the Court of Appcals in
thc District of Columbia: Andrew D. AVhitc, ex-
President of Comell Unlverslty, and ex-Mini»tcr
to Oermany and Russia ; Daniel C. Oilman, IV ;-

dent of Johns Hopkins Unlversity : Frcdcríck
R. Coudert, of New York. The Commiiwiiin
was nrganizetl on the 4th bv the election uf .lii».

tice Brewer to be its President. Mr. S. -Mallct

Prevost was subsequently appointed Secritary.
One of the flrst nroccedings of 'he Comniissiiin
was lo addrt'ss a letter to the Sccrctary of Siiitc,

suggesting a friendly intimation to thc gcivirn-

ments of Gn'at Britain and V^cnczuela thnt thcir

ossistancc to it, in pnicuring unpublishe<1 arrliivi

»

and thc likc evidencc, would be higlily acccpt-

ahlc. and that " if eitlicr should dcem "it iippm-
priate to desígnate an agcnt or attomey, wIkwc
duty it would be to see that no such proofs wire
omittcd or overlooked, the Commlsslon wo\ilil he
grateful for such evldence of good will." This
nverture was well rcccivcd in England. and Imd
an exccllcnt effect. It was responded to by Ixinl

Salisbury, with an assurance that Her Majistv's
govemment would rcadlly place at thc disposal
of the President of the United States any Infor-

mation at thcir command, and would romniu-
nirate advancc coplea of documcnti sooti tu he

publishcd on thc subject of the boundiiry lino.

Before the closc of .Jnnuary thc Commissiou liad

organized its work, with sevcral expcrts cnpiiired

to assist on apecial Unes. ríofcs.sor .lustin Win-
sor. Librarían of Harvanl Tnivcrsity. liad un-

dertakcn to report on thc carly maps of the

Ouiana Venezuela country. IVofcasor Ocnrt'c L.

Biirr, of Comell Univeniftv. was ninkine reiidy

to cxamitie thc Dutcli arcliivcs in Ilnllmnl, aiiS

Profcssor .1. Frankiin Jameaoii, of Hrowii InU
versity, was cnlisted for other invcstlKiiiii)ní.

Before thcse labors i!a<l gonc far, howcvir. the

two governmcnts, of Ori-at Britain and thc l'nitcd

States, wcrc inducetl to rcopcn a disciis.<i<in of

the |)os,sihility of an arbitration of thc ilispiito.

On the 27th of February. Mr. Bayard. the Am-
hansadcir of the United States at' Lon<ion. cun-

veyol to Lord Salisbury a proposal from hl»

goVernment " that Hcr .>lajcsty'9 Ambasandor at

Washington should be cmpowen'd to Jiscuíistlie

qucstion at that capital with tlic Sorrctarj- of

State," and that "a í-lcardefinitionof the 'scttle-

mcnts' by Individuáis in thc territory in dispute,

which It' is iindcrstood Her Miijesty's «ovcm-


