
Free Trade ArKumentt baMd on false premises
Two political parties have placed -free agricultural impletnents"

•n th Platform and I come before you on the defensive, forrea* be touched upon later. I admit that there is a con-
•KJeru. ubhc opinion, particularly among the farmers ofwestern . nada. in favour of free trade in farm implements but I
submit, .-nd will endeavor to prove, that this opinion has been
based ui,on false premises, due to a political and newspaper cam-paign over the St fifteen years, or more, which has systematical-
^misrepresented the position of the agricultural implementmakers of this country. So persistent have been the i!.e state-ments made that they have long ago been accepted oy a largenumber of people as facts. We have not endeavored in the past,
to any large extent, to t.neet the allegations sown broadcast,
because in the first place, they seemed too grotesque to be ac-
cepted by any large number of people, and in the second place,
the agencies spreading them were too numerous for us to hope to
offset the effect of their propaganda. It is evident, however, that
a very large number of people accept anything that is printr « ashaving at least some basis of fact.

The most plausible of the charges which have been freelv madeare as follows:

—

t•lSr"»JL*'K"'*^*''^'
Canadian Implement Companies soldfieir goods abroad at lower prices than at home.

tw!^nhe*°nri!.X'!I?'^*'*'."'*'°'"P?"''9"'' '^^^^ been made be-

Snada!
implements in the United States and in

Third, foreign and domestic drawbacks have been describedas bonuses to Canadian implement .irms.
aescnoed

Before dealing with these questions. I wish to say that many
politicians ai. ^any journals who have circulated these storieshave had indisputable evidence placed in their hands as to the inac-
curacy of their stattments;but. lam sorry tosay, they were unfairenough to prefer to make their point rather than let the truth beknown. In this they ta^e the position of a Senator in the United
btates wnon. a friend of nine heard state at a political gathering
of farmers that a large implement firm in the United States so'd
Its machines at prices in Russia so far below the prices in the
I n.ted States that farmers would make money to buy them thereand pay the freight back. My friend, who was .n implementman. who knew the facts and who knew the Sei.aor. saw him
after the meeting and told him he was sorry to hear him irake a
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^'°'" '^' ^'"'^ ^"^ ^^^^ him the facts .f the
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«^'d-"Thafs all right, old man.You know the implement business and how to make the most out


