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- Canada and Brazﬂ .
COmpanng two hemlspheﬂc 'glants,fi1ff‘-;i';;

by John D. Harbron

“Brazil, like Canada, is’ a geographlc giant in the West-
ern Hemisphere, her vast land mass dominating South
. America as the Canadian one does North America. That is
- not the only strong geographic and demographic parallel

- . 'between Brazil and Canada. There is the concentration of

populations in core areas, the Canadian along the U.S.-
_Canada border, the Brazilian in the coastal cities. In each
~case the earliest settlers only slowly penetrated the hinter-
~land, although Brazil with 120 million people has five times
~Canada’s population.

“When the pioneers did advance from the coast, im-
mense unsettled regions challenged the limited technical
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* and human resources of the time to deyelop' new cities. L
Their efforts spurred a national consciousness about the
role of the great interior in the'nation: in Brazil the Ama- L

zZon, and in Canada the far north and-Arctic 1slands

- As the original urban communities expanded 1nt0 SO0- :
phisticated centres for trade, culture and government ‘the =

ever-present and-ever- challengmg frontiér created’itsown
traditions-in both countries. In Canada these came from
the opening of the prairies, mainly after the large central
European immigrant flow at the beglnnmg of this century, =
and in Brazil, the period of the restless cowboy-settler, =
‘what Brazilian history and folkloric hterature calls the. S

bandeirante.

In our modern age of the many technologles ava1lable, ety
for expanding and developing the frontier, the large Bra- ="

zilian and Canadian land masses have been opened.up- by
the application of engineering skills to pioneering needs.

The air age has been vital to both Brazﬂlan and Canadlanf A




