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EDITORIAL

Senate.
And hopefully, Mulroney's appointments will be the last ones ever
made.
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The next Excalibur staff meeting will be
held Wednesday at 4:00 pm. The agenda
includes post mortem, announcements
and a new column submission.
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Smoking
policy
too harsh

To the editor,

Your editorial “Smoke 'n’ shit"
overlooked a key feature of the
Revised Smoking Policy pro-
posed for York University, name-
ly the recommendation that stu-
dents be expelled for “. .. per-
sistent violation of the policy . . .”
(p. 6).

This implies that smoking (per-
sistently) is as much of an offense
against the York community as
say, cheating on an examination,
stealing a computer from an
office, or puching someone in the
head.

Strong talk indeed. Of course,
there is a disciplinary policy that
gives the University the right to
expel cheats, thugs and thieves:
and in my opinion it is a reasona-
ble one. But to put smoking on
the list of offenses for which one
can be exiled from the academy (|
wonder if the reasons for expul-
sion would go on the student’s
transcript) is neither sensible nor
appropriate.

Expulsion (staff recreants will
face “termination” — look out,
here comes Arnold Schwartze-
negger the Puff Cop) is recom-
mended in the report because

. the number of those who
have deliberately flouted the
smoking policy have been many
rather than few . . ."” (p.6).

To what numbers, one might
ask, is the report referring? If the
numbers are low, then the writers

are over-reacting, but if the
numbers are truly high, then per-
haps the premises of the policy
itself are wrong.

Whatever the numbers, it is
unjustifiable to ennact a policy
which would have students suffer
the severest academic penalty for
a trivial, non-academic offense.

Further, | promise to fight this
unreasonably vicious sanction
by requesting that the Senate
specifically enact legislation
which would prohibit academic
penalties on the basis of smok-
ing.

Smoking may be objenctiona-
ble, but the proposed sactions, in
my view, are frankly obscene.

David E. Armstrong
Senator

Disapointed
with editing

To the editor,

We appreciate the exposure
given to RECOVER magazine in
the September 24 issue of Exca-
libur and we thank Jennifer Lim
for her time and effort.

However, we were disappoin-
ted with the quality of the editing,
as the article was replete with
grammatical, structural and sty-
listic errors, as in: “She says the
significance of the “ECO” (short
for ecology) is the word Re-
cover."

As current editors and publish-
ers of RECOVER and past Exca-
libur editors and staff, we are
embarrassed to be represented in
this manner. We hope your read-
ers do not assume the quality of
this article is a reflection of our

work.

As well, the lack of a phone
number and address will make it
very difficult for interested peo-
ple to contact us. RECOVER can
be reached at 736-0659, 114
Dollery Court, North York, Onta-
rio, M2R 3P1.

Thank you for your attention.
The editors and publishers of
RECOVER:
Nancy Phillips, Heather Sangs-
ter, Jeffrey Kippel, David Danto

Greenpeace
green too

To the editor,

Just a word on Chris Honke's
“Greenpeace Moral Minority"
piece. Before dismissing Cana-
da's largest lobby organization (I
worked for them this summer), he
should recognize that while
Greenpeace started with a strong
anti-nuclear slant, they are prin-
cipally an environmental group.

Even if you can argue for
nuclear weapons from a political
standpoint, undeniably, they
pose an immense environmental
threat not only to smug humans,
butto every other living organism
on the planet. But then why
should little fishies stand (swim)
in the way of a good political
discussion?

Ironically, as vicious loony-left
Greenpeacers attacked a defen-
seless British aircraft carrier in
Halifax this summer, the nuclear-
armed and powered USS Midway
caught fire off Tokyo. But, don't
worry, they put it out.

Ed Drass




