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The Gateway

Funds for falling forest

Environmental group wants to protect campus-sized portion of rainforests.

“The tropical rainforest is a crowded
place. Covering only six per cent of
the earth’s surface, it is home to
two-thirds of all the species of
plants and animals on the planet.
But the forests are disappearing at
the astounding rate of 50 acres
every minute! The animals and
plants of the rainforests are in des-
perate trouble. If we do not reverse
the present rate of destruction by
the year 2,000, one wildlife species
will become extinct every hour.”

- World Wildlife Fund Canada

by Shannon Taylor

A group of University of Alberta
students are asking Edmontonians
to help give the rainforest a
Christmas gift.

Members of the Environmental
Campus Organization have laun-
ched a campaign to help save the
world’s dwindling tropical rainfo-
rest. Through the World Wildlife
Fund of Canada’s Guardian of the
Rainforest Program, the group
hopes to raise $5,575 — enough to
protect an area of rainforest the
size of the university campus.

"A donation of $25 protects one
acre of rainforest through the
guardian program. We are hoping
to raise enough money to protect
89 hectares of land, which is exactly
the size of the U of A campus,” said

_ Dean Nernberg, spokesperson for
the campus organization.

The funds will protect three forest
reserves in Mexico and one reserve
in Guatemala. Money is used to
hire local wardens and nature
interpreters, and to establish de-
monstration farms for tropical sus-
tainable agriculture, Nernberg
added.

The idea for the project came in
1986 when the Jaguar Car Company
pledged $100,000 to establish the
world’s first Jaguar preserve. The

next year, WWF Canada began a
program to purchase 20,000 acres
of the Monteverde Nature Reserve
in Costa Rica.

"Canadians were asked to donate
$25 in order to purchase one acre
of rainforest on the reserve. The
country responded overwhelming-
ly, and WWF brought in hundreds
of thousands of dollars.

"Money was still pouring in to
the WWF after the land was pur-
chased, and it became evident
another project was needed,”
Nernberg said.

The Guardian of the Rainforest

Program was established to fulfill
this need.

The program protects the rain-
forest rather than purchasing land.
Areas had already been set aside
for preservation, but nothing was
being done to protect them. lllegal
logging, poaching, and slash-and-
burn destruction resulted.

"Now the most urgent need is to
protect the areas already pur-
chased,” said Nernberg, adding the
WWF Canada chose to protect re-
serves in Mexico and Central Amer-
ica because Canada will soon witness
the effects of rainforest destruction
in these areas.

"Central America is where our

birds winter... soon they may be
without a home,” Nernberg noted.

The guardian program protects
the rainforest by linking the needs
of the parks with the needs of the
people in the surrounding areas.
Officials from the WWF Canada are
establishing agricultural and re-
source projects in buffer zones
around the parks.

“If the people of the area are
able to make a living through farm-
ing the area around the park, they
will have no desire to encroach on
the inner circle,” Nernberg said,
adding that iguana ranching is one
established agricultural project.

Nernberg noted that there are
many other ways Canadians can
show their support for the rain-
forest.

"You can contact federal Finance
Minister Michael Wilson, and con-
demn Canada’s support of develop-
ment projects which are environ-
mentally unsustainable. Our tax
dollars are being spent on develop-
ments like the destructive highway
projects in South America which
allow people to infiltrate the forest,”
he said.

Nernberg also urges Canadians
to write External Affairs Minister
Joe Clark, and ask him to nullify
financial debts from Latin America.

“In most Latin American countries
it is the debt burdens which push
them into get rich quick projects at
the expense of the rainforest... But
the debts are so high, the Amazon
will be destroyed before they can
pay back a small portion of what
they-owe.

"If we can help release the finan-
cial pressure, the governments
wouldn’t undertake environmen-

tally unsustainable projects,” Nern-
berg said.

Jump into hot water for Nicaragua

by Lisa Hall

The U of A’s FM 88 radio station
has teamed up with an Edmonton
organization to bring awareriess to
the problems of Nicaragua.

Tools for Peace is an organization
which supports Central American
countries. The group is holding a
hot tub party this Friday, with
proceeds from the party going to
help Nicaragua.

FM 88’s News and Public Affairs
Director, Amy Santoro, decided to
help promote the event because of
her department’s own interest in
Nicaraguan problems.

"The war is not over,” stressed
Santoro. “There is still lots of work
to do.”

The idea of a hot tub party may
seem superficial, but there are justifi-
cations for choosing this method to

promote Tools for Peace. "While .

we're sitting there, all comfortable,
we have to realize that there are
people in other countrieswho aren't
doing so well,” said Santoro.

In fact, the hot tub will be a minor
part of the event. "Its an opportunity
to drop by the Tools for Peace
office and talk to the volunteers
and find out more about the situa-

“Helping you help yourseif
* Individual, family, marital counselling
* Divorce mediation
* Stress management
* Habit control... weight, smoking, etc.
* Strategies for studying

Lower Figor Campus Tower
8625 - 112 Street
Edmonton. Alberta
433-6811

tion in Nicaragua,” said Santoro.
There will also be Latin American
musicians on hand, as well as visitors
from Central American countfies
to tell about life in their countries.

"There are many misconceptions
about Central America,” said San-
toro, who feels that the mainstream

Contact:

Part-Time Instructors for
Computing Systems Courses

Computing Systems offers a noncredit
training program on the use of MTS, IBM
PC, and Macintosh.

The department has openings for instructors
to teach introductory Macintosh courses,
introductory and advanced MS Word 4.0 on
the Mac, and introduction to PROFS. The
majority of these courses are during the day,
but there is some flexibilty in scheduling.

Anyone with experience with any of the
above is invited to apply. Also required is the
ability to relate well with new users and to
explain the basics in a simple fashion.

Carey Castillo
303 General Services Building
492-2462

media often doesn't give complete
facts.

In addition to promoting this
event on FM 88, Santoro also plans
to work with Tools for Peace in the
future. One of FM 88's public affairs
shows, Uncle Sam’s Backyard, is an
hour program devoted to Central
American issues.

ZORYANA

FOR SOME SPIRITED CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

An OUTSTANDING SELECTION
of holiday and evening wear, two
piece dressings and suits. All new.
All designer labels. Suggested
retail 175-375.

CHOOSE FROM AN EXCITING
COLLECTION OF CASUAL CO-

ZORYANA, UP TO
ORDINATES, DAY WEAR OR
OFFICE WEAR.

Suggested Retail $28-180 500/0 OFF!

FOR THE PERFECT GIFT or special treat for you, discover our wide selection of exquisite
accessories, including jewellery, scarves, belts, hosiery, hats, and hair oraments.

NOW AT
ZORYANA, UP TO

60% orr

NOW AT

CHRISTMAS HOURS: 10 am-9 pm Monday thru Friday (effective Dec 4)

8206 104 St.  433-8566

THERE IS A Real
ALTERNATIVE!

Westerra’s next
COMPUTER ENGINEERING

TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM
starts January 29, 1990.

This two-year, full-time program will prepare you for real
employment opportunities in a variety of carecrs related to both
the hardware and software aspects of mini and microcomputer
systems.

e relaxed learning environment,

e real attention to your success,

e modern, well-equipped facilities,
® plenty of free parking,

® daily bus service from Edmonton.

CALL 963-1001 NOW for more information.

Westerra Institute of Technology™ "~
Student Services Department

Box 5000

Stony Plain, Alberta
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We’re on Your Horizon!

“Bruce Robinson goes off on a new lunatic tangent
in his latest comedy. An engagim:f combination of satire, science-fiction,
Freud domestic farce.”
—Vincent Canby, THE NEW YORK TIMES
“Vigorous, cheerfully outrageous satire. Provocative - good fun.”

—Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

“Savagely funny, off-beat comedy.”

—Richard Freedman, NEWHOUSE NEWSPAPERS

DECEMBER 1-7
Mature, coarse language and mature theme
10337 Whyte Avenue




