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continued from p.3
There seems to be a good case
for rationalization in major iaculues

uses ‘conditional grants’ for this
project but not that one.
Gibeault: To a degree. There is a

profs become associates, associates
become full professors.

Would the NDs move to provide
the institutions with financial flexi-

We may also want to c
with some of our sister provinces.
Gateway: Are tuition fees too high,
too low, or about right?

Gibeault: It's lower in Alberta than
many places. But we're not as low
as, say, Sweden.

I think trying to squeeze students
will lead to asituation like the States
where if you don’t getascholarship
you're shit out of luck.

We haven't come to that, but
we're moving that way.

If the minimum wage isn’t raised
the students can’t make any money.

Some students graduate with vir-

tually a house mortgage to pay off.
Gateway: Philosophically, you op-
pose tuition. But New Democrat
governmentsin B.C., Saskatchewan,
and Manitoba haven’t abolished
tuition. Is the Alberta party at var-
iance with other provincial New.
Democrats?
Gibeault: They may have different
priorities than us. But it has been
our policy for some time to look at
reducing tuition fees. Maybe not at
once, maybe a phasing out.

Tuition directly impacts on ac-
cessibility.

"We don’t want Texaco
and the Royal Bank
setting priorities.”

Gateway: Would the NDs try to
direct the system toward the goal
of diversifying the economy?
Gibeault: Post-secondary education
is integral to economic diversifica-
tion. If we’re serious about having
something to take over from energy
and agriculture, government must
show leadership.
It is, however, inappropriate for
to tell the instituti

for o
train people for the jobs of the
1990s.

"The selection process is
to look down a list of P.C.
youth.”

Gateway: Access touches upon Stu-
dent Aid. The government indicates
that Alberta has the second richest
program of aid in the nation. What
would New Democrats do to change
the system?

Gibeault: Did the Minister also
mention that last year they reduced
the Student Aid pool 10.5 percent?

I’'m trying to get a feeling for the
impact on ordinary students.

| think the whole idea of the
$1000 exemption is a mistake. I'm
finding that it’s an incentive to ask
for more money than they need —
it's a negative influence.

There ‘are also special groups

with special needs. Married students
need some special attention.
Gateway: Living allowances from
the Student Finance Board are sig-
nificantly lower than the national
poverty line. Would the New Dem-
ocrats move them upwards towards
the poverty line?
Gibeault: That's just what the U of
C’s SU VP External just told me. |
think it reflects that better student
input is needed on setting the
living allowance.

The way it is now, the students
on the SFB are appointed by the
Minister:What I've heard is that the
selection process is to look down a
list of P.C. youth. There is no ac-
countability there.

Should we be training any more
petroleum engineers for example?

what to do, and when.
Gateway: But doesn’t that already
happen? The government already

Gateway: The i have dug
themselves a number of holes fi-
nancially. One of the biggest is that
faculty is getting older. Assistant
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CANCELLATION OF CLASSES:
NOTICE TO STUDENTS AND
INSTRUCTORS

talk line

(during working hours)

432-TALK
432-8255

o

Gateway February 16 1968

Forum.

The Executive Committee of General Faculties
Council has approved a request from the
Students’ Union that classes be cancelled
from 12 noon to 1 p.m. on WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 16 and not on Wednesday, February
12. Classes are cancelled so that students
can attend the Students’

Union Election

bility needed? Some US state uni-
versities, for example, have esta-
blished maximum tenure ratios.
Gibeault: That’s an interesting ques-
tion — we’'ll have to study it.

But tenure is a concept vital to
academics.

1 know too many work environ-
ments where creativity is stifled by
the fear of speaking out — without
tenure it is unlikely to have the
creativity needed in an academic
environment.

Gateway: Standard question for
socialists — do deficits matter?
Gibeault: | think deficits do matter
— we have to be responsible and
say how we'll pay for things.

We've identified $750 million in
provincial government programs
thatare fat, or could be postponed.

"I think deficits do
matter.”

Gateway: That’s a quarter of Al-
berta’s $3 billion annual deficit...
Gibeault: We also proposed $1.2
billion adjustments in taxes, mainly
corporate adjustments — that's two
billion.

Gateway: So if the NDs were in
power for twenty years we could
expect balanced budgets over the
twenty years?

Gibeault: That would be the goal
certainly — extended periods of
deficits would put us in a position
similar to the Federal Government.
Gateway: Summer jobs — student
employment — what would the
New Democrats do?

Gibeault: I'd like to look at enhan-
ced summer employment. $5.50 an
hour for STEP jobs makes it hard to
save money.

There is a lot of work to do in
terms of reforestation and envi-
ronmental jobs.

Gateway: What'’s a budget number?
How much would it cost to do the
Jjob you want to do?

Gibeault: That’s something | want
to get a handle on. I'm not sure of
the number.

Gateway: What types of jobs would
you like to provide? Do you like
programs which provide incentives
for private sector firms to provide
jobs?

"The goal is full
employment.”

Gibeault: Current wage subsidies
to private sector? Well, | don’t
think publicsector should subsidize
the private sector. If you've got a
product to provide - provide it, pay
people a reasonable wage — and
price it accordingly.

| don’tlike the idea of subsidizing
jobs in the private sector.
Gateway: What is an acceptable
level of student unemployment?
Gibeault: If 'm a studentand don’t
have a job that’s unacceptable.

| guess the goal is full employ-
ment.

1 don’t have faith in the current
government to have the political
will.

Gateway: Would the NDs have the
political will to go for full employ-
ment?

Gibeault: It would be a strong
priority. Our party caucus is con-
siderably younger than the govern-
ment. We have that value that
education is a priority.



