
As part of the students'
n electwfl February 9, U of
,nidets iill be asked to vote
0eber.i,ii> in the National
n0 fstudCflts (NUS)>. This is

fis l eroc.s of Gateway
,flial;n articles on the

,ory nfsttutiof, and ac-
O f Nus.

NUS is the product of a long
tory of' Post-secondary
lents organizing in Canada.
In 1926, the National
craiofl ofCanadian Univer-

Stidents was formed,
aily as a services-oriented
iaion. In later years, the

nizalîofl becamne more
Ic1. A lobbyimg campaigm
obain a Canada Student
Sprogramn was carried on
5ix years, until a plan was
ay iiiplemented in 1964.
in 1963 the organization
cagd ils name to the Cana-
Union of Students (CUS).
numnber of provincial
caions emierged from

s in 1966. Travel became a
area of services for the
izatiofi.
Dy 1969, however, CUS
D t0 experie nce serious
ulies, and various member
jaons became disillusion-

A number of major univer-
pulled out of the organiza-
This resulted in a serious
in revenues. Eventually,
CUS and the provincial
izaions it had spawned fel

AiI that remained were travel
s, which beceme part of
Association of Student
cils (AOSC).

There was a luil in activities
1972. Then the Ontario

rtaion of Students was
d in response to govern-

ment plans for fuli-cost tuition
fees and an al-boan student aid
system.

In May of 1972, twenty-six
students' unions met to approve
the founding of a new national
organization of students. In
October of that year, fifty-one
unions met at the founding
conference of NUS.

Thal first conference was
notable mainly for walk-outs.

NUS is a national organiza-
lion of post-secondary students
in Canada.

Presently, ils membership
includes 37 student associations
at universities, colleges, and
technical schools across the
country. Membership is open to
amy student association which is
"democratic, student conîrolled,
and auîhorized 10 represent the
general interests of ils members,
and subscribes 10 the objecîs of
the Union" (NUS constitution).
To finance ils operation, a fee of
one dollar per student is charged
by NUS.

Thr organization holds
semi-annual conferences in May
and October of each year. At
these conferences, delegates
decide upon general policy and
direction for the next year. Each
institution casîs one vote,
regardless of the size of that
institution.

The responsibility for carry-
ing out policy set at conferences
lies with the Central Committee
(CC) of NUS. The CC is com-
posed of a treasurer and lwo

Atlantic and Quebec delegates
left the conference when their
proposaIs for the structure of
NUS were voted down.
However, a Central Committee
was elected; this committee spent
its lime solicitîng memberships,
and surviving on a budget made
up primarily of donations.

At the general meeting in
May 1973, twenty-four founding
members, many from the Atlan-

members-at-large elected by
delegates 10 the May conference,
and one representative from each
province which has NUS
members. At present, P.E.I.,
New Brunswick, and Quebec
have no NUS members; Quebec
has an association of students of
ils own. The CC meets five or six
limes durimg the year.

NUS employs eight
people-four fieldworkers, a
translator, a researcher, and
executive secrelary (who is
responsible for liason with
member campuses and the
governmenl) and an inlernal
coordimator, who is the business
manager and is responsible for
the publication of the Student
Advocate.

Financial affairs are
handled by a budget commiltee
at the conference, which
prepares and revises the budget
for approval by delegates; ex-
pected revenues are $1 55,000 and
expendilures are budgeted aI
$1 70,000.

NUS and ils services af-
filiate, the Association of Stu-

tic region, members were
ratified. In September, îwo full-
lime staff were, hired 10 coor-
dinate exchange of information
and volunteer work across'the
country. The organization was
operatimg on a budget of $35,-
000.

In May 1974, the conference
in Burnaby, B.C. decided 10
begin a lobbying campaigni
around tax reform. Inex-

dent Councils (AOSC) exchange
represenlatives 10 the respective
execulives. NUS also appoints a
representative to the National
Youth Advisory Council under
the ministry of Manpower and
Immigration. It has also been
asked to appoint a person 10 the
Canadian Consumer Council,
under the minislry of Consumer
and Corporate Affairs.

NUS is currenlly discussing
possible changes in ils structures.
One possibiliîy is making two
executivc positions full lime jobs
durimg the lerms of office, and to
stagger the terms of office 10
maintain contimuity.

Other areas of considera-
lion for restrucluring include
provincial National relations
and the formation of constituen-
cy groups. NUS and the provin-
cial student associations are
aîtempling 10 consolidale the
two levels of student
organizations. In the future il
may mol be possible to be a
member of a provincial students
association wiîhout being a
member of NUS.

AS considering appeal
The Federation of Alberta
lnts (FA S), has lost the first
id in legal proceedimgs
sti the university over the
of differential fees for visa

ents.
Bt FAS is considering an
çlof the ruling.
FAS and a visa student, Ken
, had taken the Board of
Orors of the university and
Hohol, Minister «of Ad-

nid Education, to court,
9inghat the university could
charge fees for courses or
animes, flot for types of
cnts.
John Devin, a FAS staffer,
the issue of differential fees
0I be argued fifom an
orme point of view,because

"veue generated is 50 small.
FAS la ims the govermment
Using foreign students as
goals to deflect the growing
Ment many Canadian

studenîs feel about the cost and
quality of thear education.

Devlin also dlaims that liais
s part of an anti-immigration

trend in Canada which is lied to
unemployment and a worsening,
economy.

Ontario was the first
province 10 introduce differen-
liaI fees in 1976-77. Alberta
followed in 1977-78, Quebec
introduced îhemn in 1978-79, and
the government of Manitoba is
presenîly studyimg the feasi bilily
of such a system.

However, the legality of
differential fees has neyer been
challemged before.

Devlin says that an appeal
will be considered if funds can be
raised'10 pay for legal cosîs. An
appeal 10 elhmic groups in
Edmonton and Calgary mighl be
a possibility, as well as a cam-
pain on campus, he says.

eres pije in your eye
About 15 campus notables

u0Uteer their too-familiarfr a pie-hrow Saturday
01, fo. Ilcure they'll be thet
'ite cream-in is to aid the

Fond and will take place in
an Gym of the Phys. Ed.diuing theBasketball 

Bears'
mie show.

Ieorgamizers are th
!'Students Society

'le Show Committee.
ut February is Heart

Month, they've decided to con-
tribute the proceeds from the sale
of pies 10 the Heart Fumd.

So Salurday night, as the
Bears face the UBC Thunder-
birds, come face a îeam of
newsmakers (ames announced
Wednesday) with a big cream
pie.

And, have a heart - throw
il.

See Friday's Gateway for
more info.

Far away paces ... Conistruction began Sunday on the new AOSC travel
office ln SUB. if you start saving now, you may have enough money for a
down-payment on a trip to Cuba when the office opens opposite the Art
Gallery, February 5.

The organization

The underlying structure
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perience and poorly-formulated
demands made this campaign
relatively ineffectual.

In October, the decision was
made 10 center efforts around
student aid, and to increase the
per-student fee to $1. The en-
suing referenda on campuses
across the country resulted in a
higher public profile for NUS.

In 1975-76, lwenty-six in-
stitutions ratified the fee increase
and studenîs' unions loaned and
donated money 10 NUS. Finan-
cial affairs were becoming more
settled than they had been in the
past, and work began on a
number of issues, including a
conference for International
Women's Year.

NUS also made a presenla-
tion to the Parliamentary Comn-
mittee on Immigration. In Win-
nipeg (May 1976), plans for eighîstaff were approved, and a
National Students' Day was
planned for the faîl. Publication
of the Student Advocate was also
begun.

National Student Day has
been viewed as anything from a
total fiasco to a great step
forward for the student move-
ment. In 1976, some 20,000
students participated in a day of
information on campuses and
presentaions 10 govermments.
The day did, however, have the
effect of increasing NUS' visibili-
ty in students' eyes.

Most recently, in 1977-78,
NUS and AOSC have taken
steps towards dloser affiliation
in the future. Researcih and
lobbying on a number of issues
continues, and NUS is working
on establishing relations with
national students groups in other
countries. There are now thirty-
seven members, with a referen-
dum planned at the -U of A and at
a number of other campuses.

Mao being
reevaluated

The Cultural Revolution
and Chima's modernization were
the subject of a China Week
speech January 25.

Dr. Brian Evans,, a
professor in the department of
history, is an aulhonty on China
and has visited the Peoples'
Republic of China (PRC) several
times.

Evans explained 10 an
audience of 75 people that what
is happening in China today is no
"deMaoization" - it is a re-
evaluation of the Cultural
Revolution and Mao's role in
China's developmemt.

He characterized China as
'"underdeveloped, uniîed and
socialist" and said that il is
sîriving to be "modern, admired
and socialist." 1-e pointed out
that in Ihis transition of what
China has been to what il can be
in the future, there are bound 10
be difficulties.

*Mao, said Evans, con-
structed a vision of what China
ought to be and pointed a
signpost to it constructed of
Marxism, Leninism and Mao
Tse Tung îhought. He was the
leader, inspiration and critic of
the Chinese revolution.

Evens commenîed on the
new openness of the PRC,
commenting at one point, "we
have the Chinese Communist
Party to blame if twislings and
turnîngs in China's policy have
confused people. In view of the
new openness, I invite you to
write and tell them so."
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