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John McCormack
The Famous Irish Tenor From Dublin

By THE MU..SI.C EDITOR

F IRST time in tlîis country Johin Me-Cormack, the renowned Iriei tener,
sang first in Winnipeg and last week
two niglits in 'toronto. No tenur ever
came to this country witli such a peculiar
prestige. 0f the six tliousand peopte
wtio heard hlma in Toronto, perhaps two
thousand liad already heard hlm on
plionograpli recorde long before lie came.
l'le phonograpli did maich to advertise
John. One tittle illustration shows it.
As soon as the accompanilst struck Up
the opening chords of the encore, "I
Hear Yuu 'Calling Me," the audience
broke into applause. They tcnew the
song; rbhey had heard McCormack sing
it on the plionograpli; and perhâape a few
înay have knewn that it wae John him-
self whe tiret brenglit out tii very
sentimental and popular song that every
tenor tries te eing, and a great many
ean't. 0f course Jolin-can. Neverthe-
tees lie showed muet of his worst falulfis
riglit in the suîîg whieh hoe himself
popularized.

Tbis le going the wreng way round.
,ro appreciate an Irieliman, do as the
Irishi do-e.ay the pleasant thing firet.
John ýMeCormacek le thie most remarkable
ballad singer and lyrie tenor bhat ever
came te t1il country. Ho e e o tirt-
because lie le an Irleliman. He was born
in Dublin, where ho was only a peer lad
who, by hie slngîng of popular airs, won
the attention of some ridli peuple, after-
wards ot liarty, the fanious accompan-
iet, in London. Ho was sent to Italy to
have thie maestros work on Vhs marvel-
lous Irieli tenor ioice. H1e wae the fireit
Britishi teor that ever sang in La Scala,
Milan, whers oaîy four years ago lie
made hie debut in Lacia, di Lammermoor.
H1e bas been famous most of the time
since. 11e afterwarda sang in Covent
G'arden. For the past two yea.rs lie lias
been in grand opera in America-muoi
of hie ime, and malcîng $50,O00 a year
From thait and front hie ballad concerts.
H1e has sung a-Il over the United States.
[le lias mnade fortunes for plionoigrapli
people who producedl bis records. He lias
won hie way by ehieer Irishi personaliby
and lyric gift into the pe4pular imagina-
tion-as nio tenor over did iu America,
net even CJaruso.

For there ie a world uf difference bc-
tweeu John and othier tenore. Hée is not
a great grand opera voles like (3arms.
\Neither as an Irish balladist bats he the
historie authority o'f Plunket Greene.
11e is a good-liumored "broth of ain Irish
boy," as goed-looking as hie eau be,
twenty-eiglit years old, freehi and fine
-and fuil of the temperamnut fibat pro-
dures in some people poetr'y a.nd so.dness
and great mnirtli. And wlien 'lie eomes
forward withl an easy emile te the front
of the stage and tilts back bie bead, snd
leVa hie largeR benevalent mouthl fly open,
lie le as mjuel of a native minstrel as
auy bird on a bougli.

Éie singin, of Jrisbi ballade le amaz-
ingly fine. First because 'ho is Irish;
aind becauýse ho bas a wonderful lyrie
výoice nintfl of Vhe imuet s;udden and
volatile eînotîen. Hoelias a face as Mo-
bile s -an actor's. lie can pase lu a
second trom.grave to gay, from' tragedy
Vo Vhe roliickingest Iris .li coenedy. lie
ean talk, a song to milsic and nover tati
to> maire it musical. 11e eau speak hie
\vords se theut everybody, even a ebtld,
can hear every syial.And 'he singe
mainly lu Engîleli, wbichle isuoe mlore
reaeeu wbv le isa pplar idel.

iuterest ini bis ballad work by bis amaz-
ing beauty of toile and lus splendid
iyrie quaities.

This le a great art. Johni came by it

naturally. b.e bas never needed to wûrK
as sortne tenors do. Iis gif t are as
native as bis brogue. lie shlows themn
in everytiiing lie tiues, ballad or opera or
plai sanig. -lie cawn tiieip it. lie dots
14, ail as ulaturaidy as lie lreathes. io
111111 a simple Iisa balladl is the tender-
est bihing ini the worid because iV.s taie
taîlguage of the nursery; and lie singe
on1 thie stage as lie did on thie street, witiu
tae fine careiese rapîurle uf a minstrel.

And then before tuie womian bebind you
lias done wiping bher eyes over a senti-
mental song lie is bacic wic,î some roi-
lick.lng divil-miay-care thing t.hat sets
everybody laugbîng, wben tuiey scarceiy
kîîow why. W'ben lie strikes up an ol<l-
fas'lioned Inish air, (hear tae feet sot tiý
patting on thte rhythm ail over tbe hall.
A little more and 'ho wonld bave the top
gallery whistling.

And tben, lie is off inta a burst of
grand opera; into a big aria from Leon-
cavallo's "La 1tdheme." Can lie do it 1
WiIl lie not fali down on this lieavy stuit
that lie jiad to learn in a foreign tongue
down in Milan? You think so. But lie
doesn't. Hie sang the brief big thing as
superbya "a mas ter ef grand opera. Fu r
McCormack in a big sentàmental rote in
opera ie as compelfing as Mlýcorîail
in an Irishi ballad. ibere, so far as
opera singing gues, parliaps, lie stops.le
would scarcely do for a big heroie role.
The teoer rois in "Aidaý wuld proixýo.x
tucker him out. German opera lie wcauld
flnd impossible; would probably fiuui
some Irishi way ont and spoeil it ail.

And witli ail his native consuminate
magnificence of gif te there are times
when McCormack spole even a sinmple
tling by over-ela)horation. lie did so
witli "I Hear You Oalling." H1e did su
witli anotier encore wlien lie did a trill
hli a page long on "Oood-.niglit." Hie
revels in decrescendos and portamenýtos9
and "-linled aweetness long drawn out.'
John lias not cared to leaxn the great art
of seif-reetraint. lie le Irishi. Hie muet
have his fiing. Lot those who lilce mezao
voco and aIt the cloying itricks Qhat
-pleaso the muas -hall listen. Thoy will
get ail tliey want.

tAnd yet McCormack is a real artist.
H1e is se by reason of great native quali-
ties neyer tauglit 'hîm by a tutor. ,lHe
fails as a prof ound singer. Hie ie super-
tintal . H1e î9 volatile. H1e la gracions
aInd kind and tender and devilieli. And
there lie stops.

"YEOMEN 0F TUE GIJÂRD,"

T1HE week's performance of "YeomenTf ethe Guard' put on last week by
the Canadian .Academny of Music ini aid
et tie Preventoriumt for Consumptive
Ohi1Idîen was by f ar the beet amateur
opera. evor given in tis part of Canada.
Tfiere was se muth iiear-proeesional
work about Vhs prosentation that the
company mnissed very little of the ori-
ginal Gilbert- Sullivan àintention. Tho
orchestra wae particularly fine. The
chorus was good-laslcing only in thle
vocal make-up thlat '"puts it acro:sse on
t'le very first niglit. This was ov(2r.omie
on foll&wing nigbts. Most of thie solo
roleq were wetl taken.

Superiority.
WHEN a boy lias thouglit of th1e lanl-
~diest plan

Anld 15 tetling a grown-up, man Vo
mfan,

Wliy must the greva-up look dlown anI

"My ohild, you'l4 be oIder some fine
day V"

F.O.B. West Toronto.
Russell "30"1 1913 Touring Model. . ... $2,500
Russell "301913 Roadster ........ 2,550
Russell "130" 1913 Seven Passenger. . 2,600

A Great Car For Ail ]Round Service

.The 1913 Russeli "30"
TH1E Rusell "30" is a splendid model for men who give their cars liard

wear. It is made Vo stand thîe etrenuous demande of a business
and pleaýsure car combined. Lt le built especiatly for 'lard service

over Canadian ronde.
Its efficiency bas been proven time and time again.
With the addition of the 1913 impruveiett, the car embodies the same features
that have given such excellent service in the past two or three aeaons, and the
addition of.the following equipment but serves tu enhance its value.
Among cars bult in Canada, or imported, it is supreme in value ai the price.

The new features are: in car's own dynamo. Press a button

Absence of ail working parts on the and you "lîgbt up."
body, allowing unbroken, graceful Deniuuntable Rims and 36-un. x 4-in.
lines to sweep the wbole length of the tires, a combination to absorb ail sbock
car. and cause lesa wear on tires.

NewSef-Sarer elcticalyopA sre r * hi eacb car. Motor
NewSef-tarer eecticll oerated. Fre , Ai r Pump, driven hy the car'.

Raise the switch and your car is ready own oer

tae go El atlly lighted Speedometer and
Electric ligbtiuug by current generated Clock in each car.

Catalogue on Rcquest

RUSSELL MOTOR CAR
CO., LIMITED

Head Office and Factory:
West Toronto

Branches ai:
Toronto. Hamilton, MontrealWîn-
nipeg, Calgary, Vancouver and

Melbourne, Aust.

ELECTRIC SERVICET
g Means comfort, convenience, econorny andi safety. g The home
that is completely equippeti with electrical devices is a happy one,
Ç All the drudgery of housekccping is eliminateti by electricity. g You
cai wash, noan, seW, sweep, Cook, keep cool in summer andi warm ini
witer by means of electrical apparatus designeti especially ta relieve
you of unnecessary andi fatiguing Iàboe. g At ou shwoon ail

teedevices are read y for Your inspection. Competent demonstra-
tors wiil operate andi explain theus for yo. g Com m« adbi
your friendu. -:_ - -:- . ..- - :- - -:-

THE TORONTO ELECTRIC LIGHT CO., Limi'ted

"Ai Your Serv~ice"

St. East, Toronto Telephone Adelaide 404


