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riot fit to be seen. Ella, Ella, why
4on't you speak 10 Mr. Limner?"

"Because I have nothlng teo say,
father," the girl ýretorted, with a rniýle
that lit uip lier dark eyes and showed
her white teetth. "110w do You do,
Mr'. Lîmner-is that whart 1 arn to say?
But," she ýadded, in ta swift, breathless
whisper, as, Hugh passed where she
a-tood, "Stephen has told me. I'm set
grateful, It will corne ail right, 1
kaow, but 1 daren't fell hlm just yef
Of Our engagement."

The band that Pallacio stretched eut
te lis visiter was ýcold and clammy,
-and there was a curions besitatien lu
the eld man's speech that Hugh had
neyer notice-d befere.

fl (Espoke, la a whisper that the girl
at the -table migbt flot bear, and
Hugh ;instinctýively lowered his

voice la reply, but ail the time the
:fatber's eyes were fixed with hungry
love on bi.s daugliter.

III hope yen will hike tbe picture,"
Mr. Limner. If Ais genuine, 1 swear if
îs genuine, and Worth many tirnes the
fhousand peunýds bis lordship bas
agreed teo pay for if, subject to yo-ur
appreval. It mueans a great deal to me,
I ýcau tell Yeu, to Iay my hiands upou
the rnoney just inow. I have werked
bhard, as you know, aIl my if e, and I
feel I'rn net long for this werld. Don't
shake your bead. I knew by your look
when you came ia thaf you saw for
ýyourself that I arn nearly done fer.
It is not for myseif Il arn tiinlg
about. Perliaps you will isay I arn not
Worth thinklng about. But I sbould
lke te leave sometbing.bebiud me for
Ella; she lias always ibeen the best
of good girls te me. At eue trne 1
thougbt, I .hoped-tbere Is ne use talk-
iug about that since It lias corne to
uefblng. If is ahbard job, Mîr. Lîmner,
'for a -pretty girl like that te keep
straiglit. Lt Is for ber I waut the
Inoney se badly. You'll say a goed
'Word for tbe picture, won't yen?"

"~But," broke lan Hugh, troubled by
the earnestness of bts appeal, "'rn1
e0nlY asked 'te say wbetber 1 think the
Picture a Rubens. 1, muet say sirnply
'what I tb-ink."

"Il ask ne more," retorted Pallaclo,
'the picture ls iaRubens, aIl rIglit, yen

Ouannot, mis tube that, but I thought
that peraps-op

"That I would lie te injure you?
Tou dont seern te have a very bigh
opinion of my houesty, Pýallaclol"

"Yen bave small reasen to love me,
Limuer, lests even tlian you suppose.
'Il la your chance now te get even."

"Don't be a fool, mani. I bear you
'd'O 111 wlll, and I bear grest good will
te Your duugbteîr, tif I may say se wltb-
ont offence. I would go a long way
te do eltber of you a good turn If It
oo0uld be Alone beDnestily."

Pallaclo's lps m.oved as If be would
sPeak, but be caijgbt back the Word
mfuttered aad remaîued siuent, gaziýng
ElCOMIuly Into the deptbs of tbe fire.

"MaY I eee tbe fumous picture te-
TTiorrw?" Hlugb asked.

HaB haît te repeat tbe question be-
1ý11 P0aico reused hlrnself witb a
etart from hie reverie te aaawer.

'*NO, 11e, not toimerrow. lt won't be
"eadY for 't;ree or fouir days. WIi
fl«t Mouday suit you?",

"PerfectlY. NexI Menday at about
tliis hour I 'will be bere. Everyilug
wlll corne ail rlgbt," be con.trlved te,
Wbýisper te Bila as he pased out.

Wbieu lie next carne the picture was
huag lu a bandsone. eld frame *bere
'the light w&B 'ment searchlng, and
Hugb 'stO~P«ed short, ca-ptlvaited by Its
splendour.

The oI, ma and hls daugbteir
watcbed bits face eagerly as be stod
unosrou of their preeiee, latent
11u the 91irOu Picýture ls an ecstasy
of! enjoyment.

PalLacio dre- a dsep, breatb of re-
lie!, aud lag wbls'perd 'Il kneW, 1
knew,," WhIle Hugli was satlated jense
and sOul wlth the fea8t of Scoour.

"W'elî!" Pal.lsgio ventured et hast,
Uit la a Rubens all rlgbt?"

Hugb Woke from bis france. 49A
Rubens," be eld, IIunquestionably,
aud s fine as 1 bave ever ýseen."

«'YOU wlll tell that to Lord Sternhoit.
M4Y ýtbusand pounds are sae.»1

Then IJlgli remexnbered sometbing
that bail been sald the previous day
81bout the iprice, whloh had 'Pussed un-

heeded at the time becauýse lie had
nýot seen the picture.

"A thousand pounds!" he cried.
"Are yo-u mad, Pallacio, to sell that
picture for a thousand pounds?"

"An-d glad to get It. It Is lot se easy
for me bo sýeli a picture as ýit is for
you. The dealers won't 'believe1Icame
by ît hoenestly. They will swear 1
faked it. Wlien Lord Sternholt toffered
me a thousand poundessubject to, your
approval, I jumped ýat it."

~'II will tell lm wihat the picture is
really weorth," pers.isted Hugli.

"It would be no usýe. I know Lord
Sternholt better than you. I know hlm
througb and through. He wouid laugh
at the notion of bis, paying a penny
morte than ýhe agreed to pay. Just tell
him th.at the picture is an undoubted
Rubens, and 1 wIll be ever grateful."

Hugh was not te be dis-suaded, but
the re-sult proved old Pallaclo riglit.
Lord Steruboit laughed good-humour-
edly at the suggestion that he should
in-crease the price agreed upon. "Have
you n1ever got a bargain, my dear Mr.
Lîmner?" he asked, "and glorled in
it. Paflaclo is, able -to take -care of
himself. I don't knýow *how the Pic-
ture was corne by and I don't care.
But otiiers would catre. The old rascal
shall bave bis cheque for -a thousand
poundts. That was -what be asked, and
by Jove, tbat's what be'll get, and flot
a farthiug more."

Se the picture was seld and de-
livered.

Three days later Hugb bad a tele-
phone message f rom. Lord gteraboit
a.sking him te cal! as Aoon as- possible.
There was a sharp, lzuperative itoue
in bis, lordship's volce tbat roused
Hugb's anger, and be was on the point
of refuslng as sbarply wben curiosity
cenquered bis irritation and be
answered curtly be would go.

Lord Steraheit received bim, ais be-
fore, Iu the picture gallery. But the
Rubents was not hung lu the vacant
space, but balataed carelessly against
tbe Wall.

"«You are very wele<ime, Mfr. imn-
uer," sald bis lordsblp, and there was
stili tbe sýame Insolent ring In bis
volce, nor ýdi-d h-e effer bis bau.d. "Il
wisbed te give you an opportunity of
ad.miring the famous-RubeTis."

"I cannot admire it toe mucli or
too often, rny lord," said Hugb, quietly.

L ORD STERNHOLT staxed at hlm-
seriously. "Arn I te belleve, Mr.
Limuer, that wltb ail you~r won-

derful expert knowledge yen do not
know even yet the ploture le a shamn-
an open and audacieus ebam? Shall
1 offend you more by ascriblng your
error to ignorance or astutenlesýs?"

Il should pref8r yoeur lordsbip te
Impugn rny aidil than mny honesty, If
you must do either. But I stili be-
leve the picture to, be a Rubensý."

"lThen 1 will prove to you Iu a
moment that you are-milstaken."

'rbere was an insulting pause before
the last word was spoken.

111 arn net, perbaps, as good a judge
of a picture as yeu are, Mr. Limner,
but I wil confess that ut tbe flrst
casual glance I, îtoo, beleved this, to,
be a Rubens. Stsill, It was on your
juýdgment I bougbt It. If you bad
taken tbe prenaution of looklng at the
back: as Weil as tbe front you would
have found tbs-

He turued the picturo as be spoke,
the canvas was browu and dlsecoloured,
even roughened ln parts as by age.
But -one spot had Juist been fpouged
dlean and looked fresh. and new.

"Ys"went on his lordsblp, the
sarne stinklng contemnpt iu bis volce.
I sponged away the soot wlth wblceh
lt was staitied. Even you wlll neyer
admlit that Rubens palnted on tiat
canvas. It ls Engls make. I tblnk
I eau tell yen the factory wbere lt
was made. I would be gIad to hear
soute exPlanatIon of YOur nilstake."

«,I stil edink the pîcture, le a
Rtulbens," retorted Uugh, ateadlly, "and
oue e! tbe finest and mnoet characteris-
tic Rubents 1 bave ever seexi."

Lord Sterubolt fiusbed and turned
pale, anýd bit hi% Uip to keep bis tangex'
down. He lust contrived te hold hlm-
self togetAier,, but there was a tremor
of rage lu bfs voles wbeu be spoke
&igain.

(To be co,,tinud.')
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