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Views of a Manufacturer, who
Gets his Ideas from the Farm

Transcribed by BRITTON B. COOKE

THIS lo an ex parte statement,
biased, one-sided, and partisan,
qulte. Though my motive la
wrlting la flot partisani, I freely

admit that the material la necessarlly
so. one can only speak for oneseif
and fromn one's own viewpoînt; there
la only one brain and one tongue by
which a man may find expression for
his thoughts. As a manufacturer I
write from. the manufacturer's point
of vantage-or point of disadvantage,

i I believing what I write to be true and
-just. Some farmers, readlng thiB

article, may repudiate my arguments
and condemn my sentiments. It la to
be expected. Yet I entertaIn some
hope that between the free thinker
and the protectionist, there may, at
least, be some whose attitude of mmnd
la sufficieatly aloof from. controveraies
to enable themn to realize a truth ln

my observations, which the average Canadian might do well to consider.
My business la the makIng of certain kinda of fron castings uaed by other

manufacturera. 1 belong to the Canadian Manufacturera' Association, and I
have always contended, bowever obscurely, on the aide of protection. I mention
these points s0 that there may be no possible mlsunderstsndlng of my position.
1 was one of the many wbo vot ed againat the propoaed reciprocity agreement.
I amn alniost always to be found, I fear, opposlng the Western farmer and bis
ever-increaslng demanda upon C anadian leglalators. Conatitutlonally I amn a
conservative of conservatIves. Frankly, I distrust radical proposais on firet
sight. I am suspicious of changes. In matters of goverament and public pollcy
I dwell upon the value of caution. WhIle 1 place great emphasis upon the
corrective power of public opinion, T diatruat popular opinion. For example,
to my mmnd the Initiative, Referendum and Recaîl la activýely dangerous-fromn
,whieb you will soe I can never hope to attain mei4t in the eyos of the Grain
Growers' Guide, and must be content wIth a place la the category of
reactionaries.

y ET by descent and relationship I arn a farmner. Ia a figurative sense I arn
stIll a farmer. For generations my forbears have livedl on the land, the
last excursion into the realrn of ancestry having discovoed nothing

but an honeat yeoman of my naine farmlng a few acres la Kent. My great-
grandfather and bis father, and bis father'a father-famed. My grandfather
had a hundred acres ln Wellington, and even My father Waa a farmer until
the neighbours laughed hlm out orfi. He was forced te the City for a
living, where It wasa tbought we must certalnly starve, s0 hopoleas had Mny
father provedl as a farmer., Yet we prospered ln the town, for Mny father, by
sorne freak la heredity, turaed out to have a natural bont for worklng In iran.
He began as a blacksmnith and thrlved frorn the fIrat, until wben be was fifty
lie laid the foundatIons Of the lndustry whIch 10 naw mine. The low building

where he set up our firet furnaces, and-
where we stili tura out the amnaller
castings, became bis "farm" In place PS
of the acres ho had been obllged ta
quit ln Wellington. It la part of my
"farm" ta-day. Bach year I Invest my
capital ln rny business juat as my
father used ta Inveat oat-seed in a
ten-acre field. Bach year I take off-
the increase-my crop-if there la any.
Like hlm, T have a sort of naturel la. ~
stinct for "farming» in the foundry
business. Like hlm, I should be ail at
sea la the Management of a plece of
good dlay loam. Sometimes we get
a badl crop, sometîmes a "'bumper."
It dependa largely upon the economlc
weather wblch Providence may see fit
to sead or ta wlthhold. It depoada,
tue, now that My fathor bas retired,
upon the attention I give the business
and my shil, or lack of all ia
bandling the problems whlcb. arise from, day ta day. My grandfatber, Who
was a good former, occaalonally bast a colt; sometîmes I lose money on a
contract whea I have miscalculated my coats. My grandfatber, wbo was an
astute judge of weatber, sometimes left bis bay just oae day too long, and bad
the rain, spoil it la a aight. I somnetimes give a customner t00 long a line of
credit, and thus suitaia a bas,. In short, we are stlll a famlly of farmers, thougb
My unclea deal la seed and salI, and 1In other thiags.

T ISIoaprotest; a protest againat the agiutrs nteoehn n
representatîve public opinion la Canada, a protest againat the unevonnes

of the Pressure whicb. la brouglit ta bear upon Our leglalators, and the resultant
lack of balance la the direction Of public policy and la the enactmnent or logis-
lotion. So far the resulta may not have done any great bar=, but the situation
la potentlally dangerous. There la la Canada scarcely a vestige of real publie
opinion; fts Place la usurped by 11popular" opinion, or more often by sectional
and clasa opinion. We tblnk la classes and la communîties, heterogeneoualy.
Parliament and the varions leglalatures are prompted accordingly into making,
concessions ta the clasa or commualty wbicb appeara to control the Most
votes, Patching and mendlng laws and brlblng constituencles with their
favourite cake. This la the substance of the protest. The rospanisîbllity fais,
I dlaim, upon the farmer, for bis over-actIity, and upon the city dwellor, for
bis Indifférence, thougb of the two, the clty dweller la the greater sinner.

The power behInd almoat anl great social and economic moveinents la ther
laat two hundred years bas been the agriculturist. It was the country places
that lent sncb terrifie momentum ta tbe Prencli Revolution. Farinera made
early trouble between Gerxnany and Russia over the ratification of trade
treaties. Farmners fired the fîrst abats In the War 0f'the Amerloan ladepend-
once, and the great-great-grandaons of those very mon, la tbe Western state,


