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NOW is the TIME

to think of

Your House perhaps
needs repainting

WE make the Paint.

Your Bar n may be is call-

ing for it

We MAKE the Paint.

Your FlOOFrs would no
doubt be better with a
fresh coat of paint.

We make THE Paint.

Your R OOf also would be

improved with an applica-
tion

We make the PAINT.

Paint specially made

READY FOR USE

for each and every purpose and

QUALITY
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THE PRINCE OF PEACE

I offer no apology for speaking
upon a religious theme for it is the
most universal of all themes. If I
addressed you upon the subject of
law I might interest the lawyers; if
I discussed the science of medicine I
might interest the physicians; in like
manner merchants might be inter-
ested in a talk on commerce, and
farmers in a discussion of agricul-
ture; but none of these subjects ap-
peal to all. Even the science of gov-
ernment, though broader than any
profession or occupation does not
embrace the whole sum of life. and
those who think upon it differ so
among themselves that I could not
speak upon the subject so as to
please a part without offending the
others. While to me the science of
government is intensely absorbing, I
recognize that the most important
things in life lie outside of the realm
of government and that more de-
pends upon what the individual does
for himself than upon what the gov-
ernment does or can do for him.
Men can be miserable under the best
government and they can be happy
under the worst government.

Government touches but a part of
the life which we live here and does
not touch at all the life beyond,
while religion affects the infinite cir-
cle of existence as well as the small
arc of that circle which we spend on
earth. No greater theme, therefore,
can engage our attention.

Man is a religious being; the heart
instinctively seeks for a  God,
Whether he worships on the banks
of the Ganges, prays with his face
towards the sun, kneels toward Mec-
ca or, regarding all space as a tem-
ple, communes with the Heavenly
Father according to the Christian
creed, man is essentially devout.

Some regard religion as a supersti-
tion, pardonable in the ignorant but
unworthy of the educated—a mental
state which one can and should out-
grow. Those who hold this view
look down with mild contempt upon
such as give religion a definite place
in their thoughts and lives. They
assume an intellectual superiority
and often take little pains to conceal
the assumption. Tolstoy adminis-
ters to the “cultured crowd” (the
words quoted are his) a severe re-
buke when he declares that the re-
ugious sentiment rests not upon
superstitious fear of the invisible
forces of nature, but upon man’s
consciousness of his finiteness amid

i an infinite universe and of his sinful-
| ness; and this

consciousness, the
great philosopher adds, man can
never outgrow. Tolstoy is right;
man recognizes how limited are his
own powers and how vast the uni-
verse, and he leans upon the arm
that is stronger than his.

One who is sinless.
Religion has been defined as the
relation which man fixes between

himself and God, moralitv being the |

outward manifestation of this rela-
tion. Every one, by the time he
reaches maturity, has fixed some re-
lation between himself and God and
no material change in- this relation

can take place without a revolution |
in the man, for this relation is the |

supreme thing in his life.

Religion is the basis of morality |

in the individual and in the group of
individuals. Materialists have at-
tempted to build up a system of mor-
ality upon the basis of enlightened
self-interest. They would have a
man figure out by mathematics that
it pays him to abstuin from wrong
doing; they even inject an element
of selfishness into #ltruism, but the
moral system elaborzted by the ma-
terialists has several defects.
its virtues are borrowed from moral
systems based upon religion; second,
as it rests upon argument rather
than upon authority, it does not ap-
peal to the young and by the time
the young are able to follow their
reason, they have already become
set in their ways; and third, one
whose morality is based upon a nice

Man feels |
the weight of his sins and looks for |

First, |

calculation of benefits to be secured
spends time on mathematics that he
should spend in action. Those who
keep a book account of their good
deeds seldom do enough good to jus-
tify keeping books.

Morality is the power of endurance
im a man; and a religion which
teaches personal responsibility to
God gives an unyielding strength to
morality. There is a powerful re-
straining influence in the belief that
an all-seeing eye scrutinizes every
act of the individual.

I passed through a period of
skepticism when I was in college;
the theories of the scientists con-
cerning the creation confused me.
but I examined these theories and
found that they all began with an as-
sumption. The materialist assumes
matter and force as pre-existing and
he assumes force working on matter
and wupon these assumptions he
builds a solar system. I have a right
to assume as well as he, and I pre-
fer to assume a Designer back of the
design—a Creator back of the crea-
tion. No matter how long-drawn-
out the period of creation, so long
as God stands behind it my faith in
Jehovah cannot be shaken. In Gene-
sig it is said that God created the
heaven and the earth, and T shall
stand on that proposition until some
one presents a theory that gives a
more reasonable beginning.

The miracles also disturbed me
and I am inclined to think that the
miracle is the test question with the
Christian, Christ cannot be separ-
ated from the miraculous; His birth,
His ministrations, and His resurrec-
tion, all involve the miraculous, and
the change which His religion works
in the human heart is a continding
miracle. Eliminate the miracles and
Christ becomes merely a human be-
ing and His gospel is stripped of
divine authority.

The miracle raises two questions,
Can God perform a miracle? and,
Would He want to? The first is easy
to answer. A God who can make a
world can do anything He wants to
do with it. The power to perform
miracles is necessarily implied in the
power to create. But would God
want to perform. a miracle?—this is
the question which has given most
of the trouble. The more I have
considered it the less inglined
I am to answer it in the negative.
To say that God would not perform
a miracle is to assume a more inti-
mate knowledge with God’s plans
and purposes that I can claim to
have. I will not deny that God does
perform a miracle and may perform
one merely because I do not know
how or why he does it. The fact
that we are constantly learning of
the existence of new forces suggests
the possibility that God may oper-

| ate through forces yet unknown to

us, and the mysteries with which we
deal every day warn me that faith is
as necessary as sightt Who would
have credited a century ago the
stories that are now told of the
wonder working electricity? For
ages man had known the lightning,
but only to fear it; now, this invis-
ible current is generated by a man-
made machine, imprisoned in a man-
made wire and made to do ‘the bid-
ding of man. We are even able to
dispense with the wire and hurl
words through space, and the X-ray
has enabled us to look through sub-
stances which were supposed, until
recently, to exclude .all light. The
miracle is not more mysterious than
many of the things with which man
now deals—it is simply different.

.\ The immaculate conception is not

more mysterious than any other con-
ception—it is simply unlike;: nor. is
the resurrection of Christ more mys-
terious than the myriad resurrections
which mark each annual seed-time.
It is sometimes said that God
could not suspend one of His laws
without stopping the Universe, but
do we not suspend or overcome the
law of gravitation every day? Every
time we move a foot or lift a weight,

-our egotism.
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we temporarily interfere with the
most universal of natural laws and
yet the world is not disturbed,

Science has taught us so many
things that we are tempted to con.
clude that we know everything, but
there is really a great unknown
which is still unexplored and that
which we have learned ought to in-
crease our reverence rather than
Science has disclosed
some of the machinery of the uni-
verse, but science has not yet reveal-
ed to us the great secret—the secret
of life. It is to be found in every
biade of grass, in every insect, m
every bird and in every animal, 35
well as in man. Six thousand years
of recorded history and yet we
know no more about the secret of
life than they knew in the beginning.
We live, we plant, we have our
hopes, our fears; and yet in a mo-
ment a change may come over any
one of us and then this body will
become a mass of lifeless clay. What
is it that, having, we live and, hav-
g not, we are as the clod? We
know not, and yet the progress of
the race and civilization which we
now behold are the work of men and
women who have not solved the
mystery of their own lives.

And our food, must we understand
it before we eat it? If we refused
to eat anything until we could under-
stand the mystéry of its growth, we
would die of starvation. But mys-
tery does not bother us in the din-
ing room; it is only in the church
that is is an obstacle.

I was eating a piece of water-
melon some months ago and was

struck with its beauty. I took some:

of the seeds and weighed them, and
found that it would require some five
thousand seed to weigh a pound.
And then I applied mathematics to a
forty pound melon. One of these
seeds, put into the ground, when
warmed by the sun and moistened
by the rain, goes to work; it gathers
from somewhere two hundred thou-
sand times its own weight and, forc-
ing this raw material through a tiny
stem, constructs a watermelon. It
covers the outside with a coating of
green; inside of the green it puts a
layer of white, and within the white.
a core of red, and all through the
red it scatters seeds, each one cap-
able of continuing the work of re-
production. I cannot explain the
watermelon but I eat it and enjoy it.
Lverything that grows tells a like
story of infinite power. Why should
I deny that a divine hand fed a mul-
titude with a few loaves and fishes
waen I see hundreds of millions fed
every year by a hand which converts
the seeds scattered over the field in-
to an abundant harvest? We know
that food can be multiplied in a few
months’ time, shall we deny the

power of the Creator to eliminate
the element of time, when we have
gone so far in eliminating the ele-
ment of space?

Those who question the miracle
also question the theory of atone-
rent; 111«’) assert that it does not
accord with their idea of justice for
one to die for othérs. Let each one

bear .hls own sms and punishments
due for them ‘

1 o them, they say. ‘The:doc-
trine of vicariou suftering is not a
new one; Sa ld as the race.
That one should suffer for others is
one of the most familiar of prin-
ciples and we seq principle il-
lustrated every . our lives.
Take the fanuly, stance: vfronﬁ
the day the firs: is l)n)r,n for
twenty-five or vears  the
mother’s time is e her off-
spring, she sacri them, she
surrenders herse m ’IS it
because she expe oot -
back? ]’urtmmltw ey bt

g e parent and
fortunate for the il

: the latter
has an opportunit, :

the debt it owes. \riz]i?d pcaarlg
compensate a pa: parent’s
care. In the cou ture the
debt is paid, not rent, but

to the next gene: genera-
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