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1 offer no apology for speaking

upon a religions. theme for it is the
mnost universal of ail themes. If I
addressed yonu pon the subject of
law 1 miglit interest the lawyers; if
1 discussed the science of medîcine I
miglit interest thé physicians; in like
mnanner merchants miglit be inter-
ested in a talk on con4merce and
farmers in- a discussion of agricul-
ture; but none of these subjects ap-peal to al. Even the science of gov-
erument, though broader than any
profession or occupation does flot
embrace the wliole sum of life. and
those wlio think upon it differ so
among themselves that 1 could flot
speak upon the subject so as to
please a part without offending the
others. Whule to me the science of
governuient is intensely absorbing, I
recognize that the most inmportant
things in life lie outside of the realm
of government and that morre de-
pends upon what the individual does
for himself than upon what the gav-
ernment does or, can do for him.
Men can be miserable under the best
governinent and they can be happy
under the worst government.

Government touches but a part of
the life which we live here and does
not touch at ail the life beyond,
while religion affects the infinite cir-
rcIe jof existence as welI as the small
arc of that circîe which we spend on
earth. No greater theme, therefore,
can engage our attention.

, Man îs a religious being; the heart
instinctively seeks for a God,
Whether lie worships on the banks
of the Ganges, prays with lis face
towards the sun, kneels toward Mec-
ca or, regarding ail space as a tem-
pl e, communes with tlie Heavenly
Father according to tlie Christian
creed, man is essentially devout.

Some regard religion as a supersti-
tion, pardonable in the ignorant but
unworthy of the educated-a mental

saewhicb one can and should out-
grow. Tliose who hold this view
look down with mîld contempt upon
such as give religion a definite p lace
in their tlioughts and lives. They
assume an intellectual superiority
and often take littie pains to conceal
the assumption.. Tolstoy adminis-
ters to the "cultured crowd" (the
words quoted are his) a severe re-
buke wlien lie declares tliat the re-
igious sentiment rests flot upon

superstitious fear of the invisible
forces of nature, but upon man's
consciousness of bis flniteness amid
an infinite universe and of his sinful-
ness; and this consciausness, the
great plilosopher adds, man can
neyer outgrow. Tolstoy is riglit;
man recognizes liow limited are his
own powers and how vast the uni-
verse, and lie leaxîs upon the arm
that is stronger than bis. Maxi feels
the weighit of lis sins and, looks for
One whio is sinless.

Religion lias been deflned as the
relation whichi man fixes between
lîimself and God, moralitv being the
outward manifestation of this rela-
tion. E'ýery aine, by the time lie
reaclies miaturity, lias flxed some re-
lation between himself and God and
no material change ini tbis relation
canî take place with-out a revolution
mn thie man, for thîs relation is the
supreine thing in lus life.

Religion is the basis of morality
in the individual and in the grouip of
individuals. Materialîsts have at-
tenipted ta build up a sys tenu of mor-
ality uipon the basis of enlightened
self-interest. They would have a
maxi figure out by mathematics that
it pays him ta abstain from wrong

of selfisliness into -ý1truiism, but the
moral systcmi elaboreted by the ma-
terialists lias several defects. First,
its virtues are borrowed froin moral
systems based> upon religion; second,
as it rests lupon argument rather
than uipon authority, it does not ap-i
peal to the yo)ung and by the timiei
the yauing are able to follow their
reason, they have already become
set in their ways;, and third, ane
whose mnorality is based upon a nice

caiculation of beneits to be secured
spends time on matliematics tliat lie
should spend in action. Those who
keep a book account of their good
deeds seldom do enough good to jus-
tif y keeping books.

M. orality is the power of endurance
ini a man; and a religion which
teaclies personal responsibility to
God gives an unyielding strength to
morality. There is a powerful re-
straining influence in the belief tliat
an all-seeing eye scrutinizes every
act of tlie individual.

I passed through a period of
skeptlçism wlien 1 was in college;
the theories of tht scientists con-
cerning the creatian confused me.
ijut I examined these tliearies and
found tliat they ail began witli ah as-
somption. The materialist assumes
matter and farce as pre-existing '.and
lie assumes force working on matter
and upon tliese as sumfitions lie
builds a solar system. 1 bave a.riglit
to assume as well as lie, and I pre-
fer ta assume a Designer back of the
design-a Creator back af the crea-
tian. No matter how lang-drawn-
out the period of creatian, s0 lang
as God stands behind it my faitb in
Jehavali cannat be slîaken. In Gene-
sis it is said that Gad created the
beaven and the eartli, and I shal
stand on that proposition until some
one presents a theary.that gives a
more reasanable beginning.

The miracles alsa disturbed me
and I am inclined ta think tliat thie
miracle is the test questian with thie
Christian. Christ cannot be separ-
ated from the miraculous; His birtli,
His ministratians, and His resurrec-
tian, ail involve the miraculaus, and
the change which His religian warks
ini the buman heart is a cantintiing
miracle. Eliminate tlie miracles and
Christ becomes merely a buman lie-
ing and His gospel is stripped of
divine autbarity.

The miracle raises two questions,
Can God perform a miracle? and,
Would He want ta? IThe first is easy
ta answer. A God wba can make a
warld can do anything He wants ta
do witb it. The power ta perform
miracles is necessarily implîed in the
pawer ta create. But wou ld Gad
want ta perform. a miracle?-tbis is
the question which lias gîven most
of the trouble. The mare I bave
considered it the less inqlined
I am ta answer it in the negative.
To say that God would nat perform
a miracle is ta assume a mare inti-
mate knowledge with God's plans
and purposes that 1 can dlaim ta
have. 1 will not deny that God dots
perform a miracle and may perform
one merely because I do not know
haw or wliy le does it. The fact
that we are camstantly learning of
the existence of new forces suggests
the possibility that God may oper-
ate through forces yet unknown ta
us, and the mysteries witlu whi1dh we
deal every day warn me that faith is
as necessary as sight. Wha would
have credited a century aga the
stories that are now tald af the
wonder warking electricity? For
ages man had known the lightning,
but onîy ta fear it; now, this invis-
ible current is generiýted by a man-
m'ade machine, imprisoned in a man-
mnade wire and made ta do -the bid-
ding of mnan. We are even able ta
dispense with the wire and hurl
words tlurouglu space, and the X-ray
lias enabled us ta look through sub-
stances whidh were supposcd, until
recently, ta exelude .all light. The
miracle is flot more mysteriaus than
many of the things with whicb man
now deals-it is simply differert.
The imimaculate conception is not
more mysteriaus than any otlier con-
ception-it is simply unlike; norý is
the resurrection of Christ more mys-
teriaus than the mnyriad resurrections
whidh mark each annual ýseed-time.

It is sametimes said that God
could not suspend one of His laws
without stopping the Universe, but
do we not suspend or overcome the
law af gravitation every day? Every
tirne we move a foot or lift a weight,

we temporarily interfere with the
most universal of, natural laws andý
yet tht world is flot disturbed.

Science lias taught us so manyl,:
things that we are tempted to& con~-t
clude tliat we know everything, but,ý
there is really a great unknawnl
which is still unexplored and that..
which we have learned ouglit to in-2
crease aur reverence rather thani
aur egotism. Science bas disclosect
some of the machinery of the uni--
verse, but science bas not yet reveal-.
ed ta us tht great secret-the secret
af life. It is ta be found in every
biade of grass, in evtry insebt, in
every bird and in every animal, as
well as in nman. Six -thousand years
of recorded bistory and yet we
knaw 10noimre about the secret of
life than tbey knew in the beginning.
Wt live, we plant, we have aur
bapes, aur fears;. and yet in a mo-
mnent a change may came over any
one of us and then this bady will
become a mass af lifeless dlay. Wbat
is it that, having, we live and, hav-
ing nat, we are as the clod? Wt
know nat, and yet tht progress Of
tht race and civilization which, we
ilaw behold are tht work of men and
wamen wha have not solved tht
mystery of their own lives.

And ouir faod, must we understand
it before we tat it? If we refused
ta eat anything until we could under-
stand tht mystéry of its grawtb,-we
would dit of starvatian. But mys-
tery dats not 'bother us in tht dix,-
ing roani; it is only in the church
that is is an abstacle.

I was eating a piece of water-
melon same manths ago and was
struck with its beauty. I toak somî
of tht seeds and w eighed tliem, and
found that it would ±equire some five
thausand seed ta weigb a pound.
And then I applied mathematios toaa
forty pound melan. Ont of these
seleds, p ut inta tht graund, when
warme d by tht sun and maistenred
by the raingats ta wark; it gathers
fram samewhere two hundred tbou-
sand times its awn weigbt and, forc-
ming tbis raw material tlirough a tiny
stemi, canstructs a watermelon. It
covers tht autside with a coating of
green; inside af the green it pots a
layer af white, and witbin tht white.
a care af red, and ah tbhrough tht
red it scatters seeds, eacb one cap-
able af continuing tht work of re-
production. I cannat explain the
wattrmelon ýbut I tat it and enjoy it.
Everything that grows tells a like
story af infinite power. Why should
1 deny that a divine hand fed a mul-
titude with a few boaves and fishes
xv,îen 1 set humdreds of millians fed
every year by a hand which canverts
the seeds scattered aver the field in-
to an abuxîdant hiarvest? We know
tluat food canulie multi1plied in a few
nuontlis' timne, shahl we deny tht
powtr of tlîe Creator ta eliminate
the elenuent of time, when we have
gant sa far in elininating tht ele-
ment of space?

Those %\]]ho questiaon tht miracle
also questioni tic theory of atone-
r-refit; thcy assurt tlîat it dots flot
accord ih tlicir idea of justice for
oîue ta dlie forr o.th&rs. Let tadli ont
bear hms o()\- -i Sand punishments
(lue for thein, die\ say. Tht -doc-
trie of vi ca1ii ~slitt<rinig is nat a
îîew ane;1,tiz i as <Ad as tht race.
T7hat anc S1¾r1 i 111Ïcr for others is
ont of th e mot:riir of prin-
ciples and xv c ~ principle il-
luistrated tvcry day nq aur lives.
Take tht faiuily. f r iinstance; £raim
tht day the frs1c ' r bornfor
twenty-five or yer <ars the
nuotlitr's tinît id< -Ior 0 lier off-
spring, she srmi -irtluem, she
surrexuders li e r h0 iii. 1ýIs il
because sue "'.Per.I ,:ý to pay ber
back? Fortuniate im rrent and
fortuxuate for the , -i i ithe latter
lias ami opportuiî' v -;vx- mn part
the debt it owts. child can
campensate a par». r parent'scare. Ini the cour :rtr h
debt is paid, flot <-ir 1 but
ta thteîuext gencr r I gnta
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