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An Act for the better securing to occupiers, compensation
for ameliorations made by them upon lands in certain

cases.

WHEREAS it has ever been the design of Her Majesty’s Govern- ¥reamb...
ment in this Province to encourage the actual settlement of the
unoccupied lands therein; and whereas in many portions of Lower -
Canada, the persons to whom lands have been granted in free and
scommon soccage have failed to comply with the stipulations contained
in the Letters Patent securing to them such lands, by actually entering*
upon the occupation thereof, or by causing them to be ‘occrg)ied and cal-
tivated ; And whereas from divers causes large tracts of land in the town-
ships of Lower Canada have become the property of absentee proprietors,
oamf whereas divers persons have entered upon such lands with the
boné fide intention of purchasing the same as soon as a title thereto
could be obtained, and in a course of years have reducedthem from a
state of nature to a high state of cultivation: And whereas through the
imperfection of the existing law relating to such cases, the proprietors
15of such lands are enabled to eject such persons without rendering to
them just compensation for the ameliorations which they have made, and
are thereby permitted to profit unjustly by the labor of others, and it is
therefore expedient to define more accurately and to declare the rights
such of persons to compensation for ameliorations so made by them, and
20to provide means .of securing the same to them; Be it therefore declared

enacted, &c.,

That any person who at the time of the passing of this Act shall be and Persons now
shall have been for a period of more than five years in the possession of ) oseession
any lot, tract.or portion of a lot of land without any title conveying the Jyih mg}f,
2 right of property therein to him, with the bond fide intention of acquiring have bad ‘pos-
the same by purchase, (which said intention shall be determined by session five
evidence that such person has cleared, tilled and cultivated such land in {;‘:ﬁzt:;n
8 busband-like manner without committing waste thereon,) shall be tion of pur-
entitled. to compensation for such ameliorations as he may have made in Chg}in&
%and upon such lot, tract or portion of alot of land, to be estimated by Shtled e n
Experts, according 1o the actnal enhancementin value of such lands, by for &?,“ im-
reason of the ameliorations so made, and the rents, issues and profits of provements.
such Jand during the time it may have been occupied, shall be estimated
by such Experts, not according to the actual revenue to be derived from
$ysuchland by reason of the angmentation in value thereof in consequence
of the improvements thus made thereon, but by a just estimate of the
rents, issues and profits that would have accrued to the proprietors
thereof, if such lands had never been improved and ameliorated.

II. And be it enacted, That no person who shall be and shall have Such compen-
4)been in the possession of any lot, tract or portion of & lot of land in the ®aticatobe
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