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general elections of 1879 Mr. Armstrong stood as a candidate for
the city of New Westminster but was defeated, largely in conse-
quence of his inability to make a personal canvas owing to-the
draughts on. hls time in a.ttendmg to hlS la.ro'e busmess mterests In
ca.ndldate for the city and was retumed by an overwhelmmrr ma-
jority. Towards the close of the session of this year Hon. Robert
Beaven was called upon to form a ‘ministery .and Mr. Armstrong
"accepted a port-folio as Provincial Secretary. In the general election
of 1882 Mr. Armstrong was again returned as representative of New.
Westminster but his ‘party was in the m.monty in'the House and
he accordingly took his seat on the opposition benches. . In 1883
the shrievalty of Westminster county fell vacant and the position was

- -offered to and accepted by Mr. Armstrong. The House thus lost -

_ * ome of its most able and, energetic members and one who looked

. more to the interests of the country than of those party. Smce his
retirement from political life he has been urged time and: aca.m to .
stand for the dominion and provincial parlla,ments but has declined.’
Tn 1867 Mr. Armstrong built a flour mill, the first in the province,
at New Westminster and carried it on until 1871, and in 1876 he

-established a saw mlll,,whmh he continued to conduct till’ 1882. He
" has been connected with most of the enterprises which have since -
1860 had for their object the beneﬁt and development of the country

Previous to confederation the colonial government signified its appre-
- ciation for Mr. Armstrongra.s a public spirited citizen by appointing
him a Justice of thé Peace. Heisa member of the Oddfellows’ so-
01ety ‘and was the first in New Westminster to hold the position’ of
Noble Grand in that order. . In 1861 he married Miss Ladner; a
_ native of Cornwall, Enoland In rehfnon Mr Armstrong isan ad-
. herent, to the Eplscopa.l church.

Ashwell, George Randall, (Ch1lhwha.ck), born. at Hen]ow,

' Bedfordshlre, Enrrland on thé 17th December, 1835. .He is the
' Ma.ry Ashwell, of Henlow, where-his

fa.mxly ‘have resided for generations. He was educated at his native-

town, and before he had reached the age of twenty-one he left Eng-

.land to seek his fortune in the new world. = He first went to -
Onta.mo, where he followed the busm&ssof a carpen‘ber for five yea.rs, S

- and has especially interested himself i in the district of Westminster. . |




