
lis li:f the joy that is due to tieir extraordiary inventiveness and
te perfect iusie of flic rhythmis. Tliere is not very much

it iuioir, if one iay venture to say so, lu illns Christian Ander-
,en. but wliat is tiiere is of good quality. Children are rathersIv of Ihis patihos, lis humour is apt to escape then, and wlatIhiev love ii Iltose iuifa(iig stories is ciiefly what hlappens. So
strong is the imterest ii mere narrative, so lonig as it is to ic
puipose, itat a cldlll, albeit not lacking ii ilma-gination, villiake a conscious effort to ignore the signification of ain allegory

lie reads, well kiowiig it to be an allegoiy, but resolved to
take no notice of hie llegorcal meauning, so huit lie may enjoy
lte story itself with anm untroubled minid, free of suspicion mas to
ii siieerity as a pure story.

The greatest surprise, however, is i flic discovery that little
chtildren, by no menus dull of spirit or coimionplace in intel-
liaence, take a noticeable pleasure in a curious revival during
itis past Winter in London-thie re-editing of those mmost prosaie
and dow'dy of ail known verses written for the pretended iumuise-inent of children aud thteir real discipline-tlhe Cauitionary Storieif Elizabeth Turner and Anni and Jace Taylor, writers of thIe
1bigmintiig of flic present century. In thiese pocmîs. wiiel show
tnit flie sliglîtest sense of humuoumr, hie girls and boys wlo rans-.ress mii any vway are drowned, or are whipped, or fail down and
hurt thteinselves, or tear their frocks. or are poisoned by acci-
dent, wih a sternness of destiny aud retribution that nothing
ean itigate. .\nd tlis is the kind of verse in whîicl Iltese tre-

r. inendous lessons are taught:
-. t • "Yesterday Rebecca Mason,

ré In the parlor by hterself,
Broke a landsoime Ciniia basiin.o. Placed tipon die inantel shielf."

tir Telic rhyie is brouglit about witl ail artless preparation. ini hierase of Rebecca's surnamue. which might, one would think. spoil
flie pleasure of any child. TMen take the light regret, which is

Sr(:llv worse thian nomliiug. expressed for the deatli of Toimuv
a id is sister, wlio had enten berries of unknown charncter

re uhen they walked together:
is 'Alasi ]iad Toiuîiv inderstood,

IrThat fruit in nues is seldomi good."
iliat uîrclin miglt have been spared to euure imutch. It is true

S tliat Eli7abetli Turner and Jane ad Ann Taylor miglht reply tlht0 if thiev are stern, so is Nature. and thiat Nature.and inot tle poet.- Is relponsible for the fact thlat fruit in lanes is seldomi goid thîeyîîîiglt :dd l îthat the ioralist does lier best to warni the vouing
aaitst Nature's ownà disproportionate retributions. But it'is thîew:av of doin it!

"Maria lad ai auntt at Leeds.
For wlionm elle vorked a luuînse of beLs."

THPEE FASCINAIING

AN EVEEING WITII AMATUWR ILLUSTRATORS.
Ole of lte most enijoyable and mîirthful entertainmients for anm

V -nilt can be given in tlis way. 'Tite hiostess sends ouit ilvi-
I:::i:îns say twentyv-worded :

To ecet .. ialeur !ilu.strators.
.1fiç Cable.

A eymàposiumiu.
Eig), o'clock. 4Lake George Arcniue.

lpon entering the drawing-roonm aci guest is prescented withi
n envelope withminl which is a pencil, ahso a argc blank card anti
n slip of papier hearing the namme of somme welliown book. The
catrd and sIlip are numbered to correspond. Thuere siould bc five
smaI tables; whien the gunsts have been seateui, four at eaciable, the hostess li a few words exiains thaI the assembled
c'ompnly arc the Amateurs, and lit, the eveiinug vill be devoted
to crenting title-pages.

Eachi person will represent ii renlistie mamner the book namedon luis slp of paper, which nmust not bc madie known un his
nieigibors. If impressionist or poster work is referred to. itmumutst be suih as to sugfgest the book to be represented. A box

THE DELINEATOR.

'l'lie sententiousiess is too much for hie naiturai sense of derision
mat linte years old: but not at seven. To vour great astonisl-
ment you find the yoiliger children actually tiaking anî interest inMaria, iti Mrs. Manners. in Sophia who climlîbed a gate, "andwoni't anotlter tiîme," as the author darkly remîîarks, in Master
James who vould not say 4 pieuse " to tIte servantt, and in ailthe othter grotesqiely dull fpersons of lthese unillunmiied, uinfroi-iesomue. uîîmsnmiling aid always self-compîlaîcenît verses. Men of
geniîus htave been rewardhedl, for ail thîeir wit, vith less attentiontliaîî Ihizaibetli Turner, the uhiluiimuorous, gainmed and gains evennow fronm tlie very young and very simple amongst chiidrei, forlier grimuly expert verses-tlie imiplacable dowdy! Our ownfeeling, as aidults. is oie of sonmelhiig like consternaun ait themenacing comîîpletenîess of Eiizabethi Turner's couplets. We
%would reallv rather be butted by a good-sized sheep ïthan mneettoo suddeliy suh lines as lthese:

Louisa, moy love," Mrs. Mainiers begant,I fear yoi are learning to stire."
Let us do the children justice-they, too. are sensible, at any ageafter seveîî or eigit, of the absurdity. To real a wliole "eau-tionarv story " aloud to themi is to set tiem dancing and clam-
ourimg n 1ti laîuglter. It is strange thlat any aîge, hiitvmig aIl the
briglit past belinmd it. should lave so lost toucl vith everytfingtliat was fanciful or freslh as to produce these verses-the eau-tious Elizabeth Turner and lthe two spinsters ier contemîporaries
were but spokeswoien for thieir time--for entertaiting the spiritof clhildhoirod. These are dull tines, and those were of thelm.And unfortunmately there mire duil clildren. It imay be that someelildren, of ratler low vitality. who were never really delightedwith the walrus and tlie carpenter, or withl the fobble who ladno tocs, or witli tie ergs and bmuttercups fried with fish, or withthe miliddle of iext week. or with the runcible eat, and wolin weretired, mus poets have been tired, of too mteli liberty, have beenralhier glad to go back into captivity uimder the waurmning fore-
fitîgers of Ann and Janme Taylor. and to rest in the commmnplace.It would be lamentable, but it miglt be so. Even with childrenthere are reactions, and villi lthe writers for children reactionshave it ail thieir own way. "1 Lewis Carroll" and Edward Learreateted against Elizabeli. Jane and Ain anmost too extremely.It lias become a cotmmonplace to thle modern clild that lis liter-ature is to bear no moral, and is to be ligit-hearted, and is to
appeal to lis sense of humour. Irresponsibility las ceased to bea relief to ili-ilt lats beeîn so insisted upon by ail lis modernutlliors.

As a rie a child's sense of humour seens to thrive uncoi-
mmonly well wilhouut too mueh inîtentional training; on tlle olierhainîd, it sliotuld not be depressed. A frec ghimpseiof life outsideIle nursery is enough to keep it in gond condition.

.ALICE VÈET LL.

EINTERAINrIENTS.

of colored crayons shnuld be placed on encl table for use. Theelever iostess vill sec tlhat Ite books most difficult of rehire-sentation arc given to the persons possessing the mnost artistieability, and vice-versa.
At. lle end of fifteei minutes, sufficient time for tlie drawinr.the slips are collected and sheets of letter paper distributed.Thien th.- hecome conjecturers and crities. Each personpaIsses his sketch to i;s right-liand ieiglbor, win piaces the nameof the book suggested to him opposite the corresponding numberon the slet ni papier and passes it on. recciving the next. whichlie treats in like manier until ail iave been guessed at liait table.A change of tables is now madle and lthe proressive movement

kept up until aill the tbles have been visited. Fire imimtilesshotuld be allowed on eah chinge of cards.
'e person guessilg lte most titles correctly receives a hand-somte book or nler appropriate prize. The person shuowing fliemost artistic ability, a sîmall etching or waler color. The host-ess can tic lhe cards tngether, Iltuis umnking a souvenir book or

keep lthemi for a gammie.
Below is civen a list (uf titles withi .'.gestions, Vlhich can lieextenîded inmdef'ititely:
Charies Diuduley Warner's -Thle Golden House." A hou.%e

dramoîî in yello crayon.
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