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Council, iade a lengthy explanation of
the situation in reply. lie said it was
true that the firm in question contiînued
to cary on the drug business after tle
courts lad iiflicted a fine, and just at the
present there vas a doubt whether the Act
under which they prosecuted reaclied iii.
corporated companies. 'l'le point vas a
new one, for which there vas noCanadian
precedenit, but tilere vas an Elinglislh lire.
cedent, whiclh, lie regretted to say, was
against them. Stil), they intended to go
on with the figlt. Tlcre was a case now
pending against 'T'lie RolbertSimpson Com.
pany, and they intended to prosecute it
to the bitter end, and find out wlietlier
the Act gave to incorporated compates
privileges tlat it denied to individuals.
'T'lhe Coiuncil vere deteriiined to proceed
with the matter if it took every dollar
they lad. (Icar, lcar.)

Continuing, Mr. Karn said that there
vre nany siall infringements being
committed all the time by retail druggists,
and if lie had lis way they would be
brought to tume in every case. le would
always give a man fair warning, but if lie
persisted in spite of warnings lie would take
stensto stop limn. (lear,bear.) 1le consid-
ered, further, tliat it would be a step in
the right direction if every retail druggist
was compelled to keep a propei ly qualified
assistant ; this would weed out the weak
men and provide positions for the students
when they lad rLcivetd their diplonas.

Atiotier thiung they should do, and that
vas Io endeavor to influence Ile whole.

sale honses against the practice uf settmîug
up and backuîg men of small and msutti-
cient ieans. A yotung mai, without
capital, could get a vliolesale house to
give lii a few liundred dollars credit,
and be set tup in a town vlere the market
was already fully stocked, to the detrimient
(f iliose already in the field and at no
ulunate advantage to lumniself The
society, too, should protest niost enphat.
ically against the wluuesale dealers and
the mîîantfactutrers placing physicians on
the same footing with the druggist. l'ie
doctor could get goods at Ihe sane dis.
cotnts and on tle samie teris s hle drug.
gist, and they slould piotest against tlis
coulinîumigu.

Ili conclusion, .\r. Kar endorsed the
suggestion in tle president's address, that
steps be taken towards foring a Domîîin-
ion association. Such an organization
would hid ic wlole trade in a bond of
mlîuîtual protection. Tley lad a righit to
-ucl protection. They lad spent the
best days of ticir lives in preparmng and
fittingt; thîemîîselves for the business, and
witli the timîîe and imoncy expende-
far more tlan iii most businesss-they
vere enîtitled to this ieasure of self-

protection. Only in that way could they
secure vhîat they nîeeded ; but by careful,
judicious orgaunization, tley cotuld get
wlat thev wanîted froi the vliolesalers
and jolbers, fron the manufacturers, and,
if necessary, fromî the legisliature, too.
(Applause.)

Mr. Phillips. Fergus, tianîked Mr. Karn
for his full and lucid exposition, and in.

formnied te mlîeetitg tliat on1ly a few miles
out of Fergus there was an ordinlary
country store wlich was selling patent
iedicines at cut rates.

M r. Karn replied that his commîîîîittee
vas prosecuting a vigorous camnpaign

against country stores, aud they were
securing convictions every day. 'lie
nuiber of tliese cases was very large, and
the effect of their activity was becomning
apparent, lie thoglit.

At the invitation of the president, M r.
G. El. Tremble, of Nlontrcal, secretary '.f
the Retail Drug Association of tliat city,
addiessed the meeting br'elly. He said
thait the trade in Montreal lad given
some consideration to the question of
forming a Quebec Provincial Association
siiîlar to this, but ait present they were
not trotbled vith tIe evil of price-Cutting,
consequently there was considerable
apathy in the iatter. One evil that did
exist aiong tletii, lioves'r, vas the
practice amoig the vholesale grocers of
earrying big stocks of patent iedicines
for the country dealers in the many. vil.
lages vhere no drug stores existed, anîd
the vlole trouble in Ile trade vas that
they had lot faith enougi in one another.
(1 lear, hear.) 1t seemued to liii that they
were too ready to tlink the net fellow %.'s
the biggest fakir on earth,"and,"added NIr.
Tremble, amid lauglter, " it's not neces-
sarily So."

A desultory cumersation fillowed on
the question of fees. Soie difficulty
preseiited itself to iany present in under-
stanîdmîig lthe situation, fromn the fact that
the tre.,uirer's repurt lad sliuwn pay-
ients all tle way fromîî $1 to $5. The

president, however, explained that the
constituition nrovided for the levying of
fees up to $5 in $1 instahnients, tlat the
first dollar had beei paid hy aIl wio were
counted as imemlibers, that a lesser lnum-
lier had paid the second call, fever sîtll
Ilie fuli aiiotunt, but that vaerever sVsteu-
atic collctig iad beei adopted tIe
full $5 lad been willingly given. It was,
iowever, a very expensive way to get in
Ileir funds, and lue tiotught somlne change
sliotuld be timade. It wras a mtistake in the
first place to put the first cal as low as $i.

Mr. jury, lBowmnanville, suggested thuat
tle exectitive comm)niitteeuan un aci dis.
trict act as collector for the fees in bis
district.

At this point the nomîinating comiittc
retturned with tlcir report, whiclh vas as
follows: That the officers for *Ic enîsuiig
year le : President, G. E. Gibbard, Toron-
to ; vice-president, L. W. Veonans, Belle-
ville ; secretary, J. .. Iepper, Wood-
stock; executive, Ii. Watters, Ottawa;
1). M. Waters, Belleville ; l1. S. Macdon-
ald, Peterboro : 1. Curry and F. W. Flett,
Toronto ; George Moikmuiani, Barrie ;T.
Steveisonî, Orangeville; W. Grcenwood,
St. Catharines: R. Ferrah, Gaki ; W. T.
Strong, London ; Robert Wiguitmîiai,
Owvenî Sound; J. Auston, Sincoe; J. E.
D'Avignion, Windsor.

'lhe report was received and somuîe dis-
cussion arose as to wlictler the presideit
shouldagaii bc charged with the duties

of organiizer. rimself pro.
tested against bis re.election, declaring tliat
he lad given up almost the vhole of his
tine to Ile affairs of the society, greatly
to the detriment of his own business, and
that lie would mnch prefer that someone
else be put in the chair now. This the
meeting refused to consent t? and finally
it was decided that the matter of the
organizer lie left in the bands of the
excutive, upon whiclh ir. Gibbard con.
sented to stand again for the presidency,
and the commîittee's report was adopted
without change.

'lie president thanked the niembers
for their expression of confidence, remark-
ing that lie knew some had professed to
believe that the society only existed for
the purpose of giving the president a soft
sit. If anyone who iad that idea would
apply to him lie would gladly assist liimii
to secure the job if lie had the ability to do
the work. ''he tinie and labor required
interfered greatly with his private busi-
ness, and if it were not. for the interest lie
lad in the work, and his anxiety to for-
vard the interests of his fellow-druggists,
he would not stay with it another day for
ail the money they could offer him.

Mr. Secretary Pepper also returned
thanks fur re.election, at the samne une
regretting the general lack of interest in
the doings of the society. This was the
last effort that would be made to protect
tleir interests as a class, and if it failed
he would not give mtcli for the future.
'T'lie wholesale houses were ail riglit, and
ready to treat tiei fairly, but there were
still soi<. manufacturers vhio wanted look-
ing after.

Tle consideration of the presideit's re-
nort was then taken up, special attention
being given to various suggestions offered
therein. The proposal to increase the
annal fee vas introduced by a resolttion
from Mr. Curry, whoi moved that the an.
nual fee be at least $3 and'snot more than
$5, the said $3 to be pay.ble on the first
call, and the balance to be levied if re-
quired. A long discussion fullowed, and
iîucl lime was takeni> up in explaining the
exact situation at present existinug, but,
filnally, after several amendments lad been
proposed and witlidrawn, the motion car.
ried uinanimîîously, and was ordered to lie
inc>rporated in Ile constitution.

'ie pesident's proposal to reduce the
acting executive, on ecouonmic grounds,
Vas, after somîîe discussion, left to the

executive to deal with, as was also his
reference to the wvlolesale grocers of
Montreal and the general question of the
control of patent miedicines.

Thle sugg,-estioni that steps be taken
towards orýgi.ing a Dominion Associa-
tion of Retail D)uggists vas also referred
to the executive for action if deemed
advisable.

A resolution vas passed instructing the
sectetarv to cail in the arrears of fees,
which, if fully paid up, vill, in aill proba.
bility, carry the society until the meeting
of 1897.

The society tlien adjourned to mcet
again at the cail of the chair.


