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sion to sec that deep down in the savage hecart a Di.vine spark is stili flicker-
ing, ready at any moment to, be fanned into a living flame.

.Nat Wgorslp.-The real religion of the Kachjins, as fat as thley bave
a'iy, consists in -Nat or demon worship. These -Nats are now innumer-
able, and occupy almost evcry imginable place above andl below. Certain
Nats raie the sky, the sun and the moon ; others dwell upon earth and arc
found in cvcry mountain-top, bill, streamiet, river, sprint, or wcll;- every
field, *wood, and even indlividual trees have their guardian -Nats; every
tribe, village, and famnily acknowlcdge some speoiai Nat to wliom they
must pay bionor. Tiiese Nats rnust net be confounded wvith Grecian
nymnphs, naiads, and satyrs, or Nwitli fainies or goblins of meieval Europe.
Most of thein liave once been human beings or descend froni the early haif
N-ats -who took sucli an active part in the first stages of the 'worid. They
are a constant tcrror bo the people. They watch with ;calons carefuiness
every occupied place, and are always ready for revenge if any trespasses
are cominitted. If the usual sacrifices are withheld, if a vessel consecrated
te the Nat service lias been unduly touched, if any one out of mistake bas
stepped in the place set apart for the household Nats, punishment may at
once overtairo the transgressor. Even if a NKat withou t any k.nown cause
desires a newv offeringr, sonie niisfortune will at oc ealteitne
faxnily or individual. Blouses inay be burned, fields devastated, by wild
animaIs, " bad luck" will attend evcry undertaki u«. aud poverty will bo
the sure result of ail. The inost common formn of punishment, bowcver,
is by dliseases of different kinds. The 'Nats alone possess the remedies
necessary in case of illncss, but do not administer any when offended,
unless propenly propitiated. As soon as a person is taken iii, a Nat pniest
is at once sent for. The d-welling-place of the offended Nat is found and
the dceid sacrifice ascerL-iincd. This is donc by a kind of divination.
The greatness of the sacrifice depends iupon the importance of the case.
Ordinarily, for slight offenses, a littie whislky, a few eggs, sonie dried. fish
and meat, or a fewr fowls wvill sufice. In mnore important cases,, or if a
great work or expedition is bo bc undertaken, pigs and cattie of any kzind
mnust be offered. Wlien larger animais are sacrificd, the flesh is prcpared
and distributcd ainong the inlhabitants of the coinmunity -where t'he sacri-
fice is inade. As the Nat pniest reccives a part of the animal offered, the
size of the sacrifice often depends on his personal desire of profit in the
case nt liand.

A fcw pariculars regarding this 'Nat worship nxay bo of special inter-
est. A large number of Nat altars are always fonn.d outside of evcrv
Kachin bouse. Thcy arc usually mnade cf baniboo, and are only used as
receptacles for certain parts of the offening. The Nats are involced.to
corne clown upon them and bo accept tho -sacrifice made. A new altar
must be built for every sacrifice, even if offenings are successively inade to
tie same 'Nat. Inside the Iîeuses of chiefs and other prominent mon. a
large alt.ar of a different lind is often founid, -whçich is u~sed à%s long as 1,hr


