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20, petish, My Lord, time was whea T was disposed 1o think, that the
Bible should be circulated with its companion, the Common Prayersflooks
but T can teoly say now, that the Common PrayereBaok, to my mind, is
80 immeawrably diffesent from the Bible, that T would put thent in no
Justaposition. 1 belicre that the Crextor le so wnmeasurably abore
the creature, that to brng any saint, oz angel, or the Virgin Maty
heteell, into any protimty of juxiaposition 1o the Infinite and Dhimie
table, is one of the darkest crimes a poor woeme of he dust ean
p ad 1 beli d on the same ground and for he
eante reasons—ihat 1o bring any uninep book, any it of
the creare, In jostapvstion with that only Hook which Omni-
ncience designed, and which infinite power and love wiote, is a #inin the
eight of God ; and, therefore, much as 1 love the Book of Common
Prayer, much as [ value many beautiful commentarics upon the Scripe
tures, [ would never wish for & moiment that the Bible Society altered it
constitutian, and added any or an: ion, of cven
the ook of Comnton Peayer, as & companion to the fhble. et the
moon have its stars in the evening #ky ; but for the aun, let it go fosth
alane ia the fitmaneat. jo sntne 0 us tplendour.  Yee, my lord, may
this be indeed the principle of our land aad the priciciple of vur tulers.
There was one fault, Tmust confers, that 1 funnd withi the areangement
for the transiations effected by tns society in the Great Exlubition.  You
remnember, we are told that in Patadise the tece of hie was in the midst
of the garden.  Nuw, I would have steud this second tree of ife in the
midst of the Cryatal Palace, as the centre of the whole. [ think, that
if the isioners had had it l 10 them, a1 beaeve it
ought to hiave been, they would nevet have thrust the most glorious obe

of £419. The following are the paztrculars of the returns which have
been received of the achools withia a citcle of fire miles fiom the Gene«
ral Post Office e

Average.
Schools,  Teachers.  Scholars, Attendance.
e 81 1946 JLATK 13,129
e 87 1533 20,720 13,001
a7 1505 16,196 10,323
e 90 1931 20,63 13907
7459 5,657 52,259
181 1,500 1,134
[31 1,670 5,698
Kkl 8414 6%
a4 6495 4615
Total .cveey 143 2253 24219 17,700
Toal ... 490 9,512 99,936 69,9

12 68
obtmined from 191 unconnected schiools, and if the

No report has been
numbera contamed 1 those schovle are in proporuvn to those which have
been reported, the geand total will be—ehools 631, teachers 13,220,
schofars 134,891, aversge anendance 97241, or little more than two-
thirda.  Afier @ few words on Sundny postal labour, the report fouched

on the subject of crimmal satistics, It will be temembered that & rrturn
was pracured, same two years back, with regard 10 the numbers of Sabe
batheechool scholas d for she infraction ol some critainal law,

Ject inthe wile world, into & corner, and that a ly dark
cotner of the Exhiation, [t should have atoe) where, 1 am told, there
wag a cealty, Jesuitical design 10 have had what i alinost the antipudes

‘Fhie tesult was that the atatietics thus oliained presented the atarming
fact that & larger propottion of clufdren froin Sahbath Schools hiad ren-
dered th Ives amenable to the laws of :he countey, than from those

10 the Bible—the mass-house with all its s the
centre; 1t should have stood under the great dome itseif, and then every
eye should hiave been turned to it, and it should hiave beea sald, * [lere is
the strengih of this grcat is the founilation ot is 3k

here is the rafeguatd of its libecties~=here is the source of ita skill—here
Is the apring of its maichleas wisdam,  Heace it decives all that miakes is
great, glotious, sud (ree——the envy and the wouder of & civilizeg world,”
(Cheers.) My lont, we used to love, when we were children, to sce the
£00d old g‘clum that #o often adorned our early books, the cushion, and
then the Bible, and then the ccown and aceptre cesting upon the Bible 5
and this is the real source and secret of Bngland's libenty and freedom,
hat the scepite and crown rest upon the Word of God,  And a0 1t must
remain.  Our Iaws mast be Bible Iaws—uur legislators must legislate ac-
cotding ta the Ward of Gol.  We cannot have too inuch of the Bible in

puttions of saciely which had been deprived of such advantages,  Whilat
t0 aany unnds, these siatistics commended themselves as truihifal and
wete received wah deep griel, in other ditections they were regarded
with & sinile vf incredudiy, white » portion wholly rejected them. This
led 10 an invesugation an the part of he Comuintee of the Sunday Schoal
Union, winch resulted tn the conclusion that not only were many of
these youths wholly undeserving of credibility, from the fact of it being
greatly 1v their inteteat to concal the facts uf their past history so far ae
1t was not afrcady knuwan 1o the police, but that in looking st the featfal
numb-ts who wece eanl to have been in Sunday Schouls, » very Iarge
proportion had vnly jun passed throngh them, and could not, therefore,
be said to have ever been brought fully under Sabbath School instruction,
“The Comunittee, therefore, hoped that those teachers who had been somes
what dul, i by the which these statissics had obisined,

the sancluary—we cannot have oo much of the Bible fn the ¢t
cannot have too much of the Bible at the famly altar-—~we cannot have
too much of the Bible in the socil citcle—~we cannot have tov much of the
Rible In the Cahinet——we cannot have too much of the Bible in the Senate,
Yea, my lord, there are some peaple afrand to bring the Dible everys
where.  Let Rome be afeaid of it—let the powers of datkness be afraid
of it~=let the powers of darknrss be ufraid of the light that ia introduced
into their anti d, and cabwebbed, and f d cathedrals~but in
the dl,vlighlo} Pratestaat tiherty nnd freedom, we are aot afraid of the
torch of Divine revelaton~for thank God, we ate, (or at least we ought
10 be) notthe owls of the rafiered, cobwebbed roof, but the larks of the
morning #ky, that svir upward In the Liberty wherewith the truth aiakes
us free, sosting as tney eing, and singing as they soar, with the sunshine
of Ifeaven’s hope and freedum on their wings.

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING OF SUNDAY SCIHONT UNION.

‘The Annual Meeting of this Uf'\la_n was held at Exeter Hall, on Tth

2y,

Richard Harris, Esq, M. P., the chairman, introduced the business of
the evening by & few remarks, from which it appeared that he had firat
attended a Sabbath.school, in 1895, nt St. Mary's, Leiccster, his native
town. It wag, he belicved, the first Sunday-school in the kingdom, and
for many yeais, the only one in that neighbothood. Ia 1801, ewmg to
& change in his religions convictions on several points, he seceded from
the Established Church, and connected himself with the Nonconformists.
A school was apeedily founded in connexion with that Church, of which,
in 1806, the Rev. Robert Hail became the pastor e consta:red that
%l;'nfhyuchooh constituted most valuable auxiliaries to the Chuich ot

IRt

W. H. Watson, Esq., then read the report.  With regard to forcign
affairs it appeared that the achools in the neighborhood of Copenhiagen
(Deamark) were atill ined by the i The i ex-
pressed great gratification at having received copies of a Freach Sun-
day-school Magazine. In Van Diemen’s Land, the schools in connexion
with the Union were 22, teachers 165, and scholars 1325. Severa) of
these scholars had been admitted to the Churches during the past year.
From New Zealsnd, the 13 were very g Grants of
libraries had been made to schools in the West Tadics, which were re-
ceived witl great thankfulness. Trinidad, 100, was the subject of inte-
resting reference. During the past year £175 had been geanted in ten
suma. 221 libraries had been granted, making a total of 2,298, afford-
ing the means of self-instruction to no tewer than 40,000 scholars, of
whom 23,507 vere Scripture readers. The retail value of these 221
libraries was 1,252, which had been furnished to the achools for the sum

would nuw take courage, secing that they were founded on & misconcepe
tion, In canclusion, the report next adverted to & autyect which ind been
mote or less the subyect of ;comment in most reports this year—Popery.
Teachera were strongly urged to take some means of 1thotoughly sequaint«
ing themsclves wuh the jeading errory of this permicloys systein,

‘Uhe Rev  Dr. Beaumont, after some introducetory obsetvations, observed
that the Sunday School Union was lly ant educational institution,
aad that cducation was of & strictly rehigious character, (lfear.) Even
& wione when rough and uncouth, you might knock agrinst, snd be

of a very unpt 3 lon from the contact; yet educate
that stone—(" Hear" and laughter)—and one day it might adota the fia-
get ofthe noble of the land, or ghtter amid the gems which aparkle in the
diadem of the monarch of a land of freedom, (Cheers) Not only was
this 1rue of the minera!, but also of the vegerabie kingdom. Look at
those smail, inmgnificant, green leaves—they might atoot up, bud and
blossom into a fluwer floaded wih beauty, flashing with lusire, and be
held in the hand of the Queen of England, when she met in the Cryaal
Palacs the representatives of the populaiion of the world, (Cheers) 1(
this waa the case with matter, how much more sa was it with mind 1—
{Hear) 1t was not only an educations) organization, but & union,—
(Hear) e was giad thiete was & union somewhere~—(cheers)—unjon
teal, not nominal; actwal, nut shadowy; posive, not prolessionaf,
{Applavse.)

‘The Rev. G. Greenhousc moved the next resolution =

«Taat this meeting has observed with great concern, the eflotts which
have been tecently made to diffase Roman Catholic principles, believing
such praciples 1o be most fatal to the spiritual and eternal imereats of

hiat the relig afforded in Sunday Schonls offera the
best preservauve ngainst the apprehended evil, sud the cesponsibiliay
thus thrown upan teachers, calls upon them 1o seek by peayetful prepas
tatont an their own part, and by (ncreated diligence in their work, to
impart to their acholags such sn_entightened acquaintance wizh the Di-
vine Woced, ag will beat qualify them for the conflict in which they must
engage.”

The Rev, J. Henson, coloured minister, seconded the resoluwion in a
charactenstic speech, which was received with great enthusiasm by the
aadicuce.

We shall endeavour to have reports of other world-renowned Religious
Tnutitu tions in our next, and thus give some idea of the extent of Chrit-
tisd enterprise.
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