
10 HOK. EDWARD BLAKK's SPEISCH ON THE IRISI QUESTION,

lenoe. I think the oase of Ffnlaod and Rnssiais not
different tronj the paae presented by England and
the Obannel lalands. The oase of Austria and
Bongary has also beou cited. I ftilly gr at that
the maspitnde of that oase is suoh that if you
can. by the deyelopment of that oase, show it af-
tprds a preeedent for us, you certainly make out a
strong cue I hare heard ot the alleged and the
great and paramount difflonlty of this question to
Khioh I have just referred, naiaely. the estabHsh-
ment of a dividing and a divided authority- as in
tne case of the Austro-Hungarian Empire—by a
reference of thf. matter to the personal authority
of the Sovereiijn. If that be so. am I really to nn-
**?I?r^ *°*"^ "**'." P™P"8»' of those members
of this House who take the view I am now referr-
ing to that the personal authority of a Sovereign in
this country is to decide the question of what sub-
jeote are to be referred to the Parliament of Ira-

T "^'•.«°*J'."*'*J««'*". y* to b« refenadtotho
J ??."*V ?5'"P*°t of this country If that is the
dnotrine held, then I say you are immediately in-
volved in a dilemma more hopeless than any that
has presented Itself to sou, because on the oreBud the subjects are to be decided on the author-
ity of responsible Ministers, or on the othor band
J^«- »P*'^''"*l ''"J .

°'
.
'5>°>- If tl»« <>•-^on is to be determined on the au-

ttoiity of responsible Ministers—the responsible
Mnisters of Great Britain or the respon-
sible Minjbters of Ireland <»ho are to etist under
the plan that 18 BOW proposed (hear. hear), evi-
dently you o»n't refer to the responsible Ministers
^Hreat Britain the power of drawing a distinction
wbioh involvM the most vital, delicate and pmo-
*!!S'?*'*f°^ft*''°>^;5<'** Then, if in the highest
ano nicest matter of Government you are going
agcln to set up the personal responsibility of the
(Hnrereign apart from the advice of reSpoosiblo
Miniaters, you are at onoe proposing a revolution
inthis country more profound than you need bring
•oout by the establishment ofany form of Govern-ment whatever. (Hear, hear.) I express lor my-
self, uid I am sure for my colleagues, that we aremost favorable to the introduction ofa rightly un-
dentood principle ofLocal Government in Ireland,and most desirous to prpmote it. For the first oi
tte punioses they have in view they cannot take
tte fint step, they cannot establish one foot of
ground upon which and from which to address
«•»' Mguments to the House of Commons, untilVav have proposed a plan jn which it shall be
^uS^^'ii'^^ *" Y^"}. authority, by what m«^^uuMry, they mean to divide Imperial and local
gneBtions. and so to give sathfaotion to the mem-
bers of this House upon its first and most para-mount dut^, namely, the maintaining of the su-
Sremaoy of the Imperial authority for every prac-
oal purpose relating to the interests and the pur-

poses of this great Empire." (Cheers.)

Now, Sir, in that speech, while anQoancing
onoe aeain his adhesion to the principle of
Local Government, that great statesman has
endeavored to shift from the ahonlders of the
Msponsiblb Qovemmcnt of the Empire to the
hoolders of those who are in a hopeless min>
ority, a question which belongs to that Gjv.
emment to solve. I say that it belongs to
those who are responsible for the good govern,
ment of the Empire, who have the majority,
who have the power, who can initiate legisla-
tion themselves to grapple with the difficulty.
I say that those who admit that the present
system is unjust, who admit that the present
omdition of Ireland cannot be satisfactory
•rithout some change, who acknowledge that a
ehange can \m made, are in an untenable poei-
Hoc when they tell the minority: "Gentle-
men, come forward, propound some plan, solve
«very difficulty, tell us how you would settle

this question, and until yon do that we at«nofc
called upon to act." That is not, in my opin-
ion, language worthy of any statesman, be he
Conservative or Reformer. It is not upon
such statements that the Lish question can be
settled. - It would be folly to blink the consid.
eration that any measure that Mr. Gladstone
may propose on this question would be unsat*
isfactory to many, and at any tate it would not
be accepted by the Irish people as a final set*
tlement ef the question. But I maintain that
the longer you delay, the greater the diffioul.
ties, and I maintain that though the proposi.
tion yon are able to propose may not be satis,
factory to all, it is no ground whatever for de*
dining to do that which you yourself acknowl.
edged it is just should be done. True jnstioe
will do that which is right, and will give that
measure of relief which it knows is just, and
ffrbich it believes will give that added measure
of safety and security which will result from
the changed state of affairs. What it the
state of affairs? The Prime Minister of Eng.
land says the condition of Ireland is unsatis.
factory, because the Itt^h people have not the
measure of Local Got sn.ment which they
ought to have, and he says: "I will not give
that measure of Local Government to you; I
will not stir hand or foot in the matter until
the Irish members in the House of Commons,
who are in the minority, and are powerless to
do anything, shall propose a measure which
shall be satisfactory to th(>mselves, and until
they undertake to deal with this compll.
catad and exacerbated question, so full of diffi.

culties in the light of all the errors and
circumstances ot the past.

It being six o'clock, the Speaker left the
chair.

After

Mb. Biakb.—I will not engage in a discus,
sion of the various hypothetical cases and
somewhat strained difficulties which, it seems
to me, are dealt with in that speech on that
question. I frankly admit that the di.
vision of power, local and federal, .d one of them;
but how there can be a difficulty in deciding
how that is to be regulated and in determininff
how it is to be regulated by a generad Act M
justice, I cannot at all see. Thfre can be no
doubt whatever that the difficulty which oc.
curred to the Prima Minister on this oeoasfife,
was the view which he has entertained and
expressed so freely and which is that same
difficulty that has prevented justice being
done to Ireland in former yean and tmder
other circumstances; it is the difficulty of hav*
ing t^ AaM with a recalcitrant and inert maae
of pul^uC opinion not sufficiently advanced to
enable him to grapple with the subject. To
him, I believe, the words of the gt^^at poet of
the adjoining republic apply when he says:

" His stateernft was the golden rule.
His righl of vote a sacred trust,
Ctoar above throat and ridiaule.
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