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thither in my own boat, Sir Huqh; your 
horse David Day takes on presently. And 
now, while you breakfast, I’ll explain to 
you these articles, one by one, for they. 
are writ in Italian, which you cannot 
read. Oh! oh!" and he pressed his hand 
upon his heart.

"What’s the matter, sir?" asked Hugh

that these Italians believed could avert examined it, point arn<| shaft and feathers, 
evil, which gave them the appearance of Then, “} 8 *ow voioe, he answered: , 
all pointing at the boat or its occupants. ‘ Yes.
Those in the balconies did the same thing 
and disappeared through the open widow 
places. More than any of the wonderful 
things that he had ddne, perhaps, this ef
fect of the Eastern stranger’s presence „ . ... . ... , , . ..
struck terror and foreboding to Hugh’s Notwithstanding all that has been told, anxiously.
heart. Hugh and Dick never slept more soundly “A pain in pay breast, that is all, as

! At length they came to the end of that than they did that night, nor was their though some One- drove a dager through 
little street where they had hired the boat, "at broken by any dreams. At half-past me. There, there, ’tis gone-now for the 
for, although n'qne had told him the way, fiYe .m , morning—for they must be articles, and see you forget them not, for 
thither their dread steersman brought firing early—David came to call them, these Venetians are punctilious of such 
them without fault. The lad David laid He, ,t00’. 11t «eemed, had slept well. Also forms and ceremonies, especially when the 
down his oars and mounted the steps that in J1%: a* °£ day the wor8t of bla fear case is that of combat to the death, 
led to the street, which was quite desert- hf" lett blm- . ., which is rare among them."
ed, even the bordering houses being in I am wondering, Sjr Hugh he said, The articles, which were lengthy, had 
darkness. looking at him curiously, whether I saw been read( and the breakfast, or so much

“Hugh de Cressi and Richard the C,ert&™ things last night down yonder at a8 trH,y could eat. of it, consumed. At ^ ,
Fatherless-’’ said Murgh "you have seen ,e , ^ c, °5 A™8 and in the. boat, or jast Hugh, accompanied by a Venetian out to plough. -Nor was there anything I Now after him went Dick, battering at
wonderful’things this night and made a whether 1 thought J saw them." squire of high birth, sent by the Doge fine about the apparel of Gray Dick, who ! his back, but, as all might see, with the

he handed it,back to Dick. "*ever hav strange friend, -ai you may think by' Davy-. a^e^d^HWh ^addhig trith r? bea,rv1“s CaaqUe 'an.d.otb®r armor, and wore a loose chain shirt much out of fash-1 «at of his axe, not with its edge Y-- 
: , chance although trulv in all the wide uni- ’ , s ?red Hugh, adding witn (,ray Dick, accompanied by no one and mn— it was that which Sir Andrew had I 1,8 was beating him as a man might beet

I known a better, who have used thousands yerag ^ere jg no room for gucb a thing ,and !t 19 no? always well to carryjng the may 8hirt in which he was given to Hugh—an iron cap with ear pieces ; a carpet, beating him till he roared witi
made of many a substance. Indeed, I M obance jjow my coun6el to you and tslk „of things we think that we have to fight, like a housewife's parcel beneath and leather buskins on his legs. In his Pain.
think that I remember it. Did you chance your companion is that you speak no . , , ., . his arm, although he wore bow on back, hand was his axe, heavy but not overlarge: f ight, Ambrosio, fight. Don't fly'
to find it many years ago by the seashore? word of these matters lest you should be , ll t ® h nT n”?™!!!’ axe and dagger at side and lr0n, Cap upon ,at S’’8 sid®.hung a great knife, and on his shouted the crowd, and he tried to wheel
v ,w ,, , Bet unon as wizards We part but we “ * ,aa,be turned to hand Hugh some gar bjg bead 6tood in the vestibule waiting back was the long black bow and a quiver round, only to be knocked prostrate bv J
Yes. Well, it was a gift of mme to a ^ more and after ™ant eye fel1 “PO° the swan crested {or the Ambaaaador-8 barge of state. Pres- of arrows. single stroke upon the head, which t.w,
great archer who died upon a ship. Nay, man vearg a third time but that third be m 5 , wa8, st‘d aal'ed ?>' the long ently, while they lingered thus, out from Thus arrayed, taking no heed of the Englishman delivered with the hamnv i- 
it is not strained; Penh judge of the break- d not seek for'it will be when War e- two ,ac teêtnen and a 8tde door came Lady Carleon, clothed jests and chatter of the multitude, thev I like back of his axe.
ing strength of a bow. • Whether or not r jggt grains of sand are running from °fetJV °Ltea *° tb® carved 0 lve wood po6t in a white garment such as women wear were led to the front of the bedecked' Then Dick was seen to Ivneel upon 11-'
I can judge the flight, oi: an arrow you will 'he lagg Als0 ^ me at other 0tJ, ,. . ... .... when their dressing is half done, down timber stand which they had seen on the and cut the lashings of his helmet n
learn hereafter. But that this one flew ,. . ’. -, unless I sneak to vou do v F ™.uet have “f'en a arm that wbjcb ber g^y hair bung dishevelled. ‘previous night. In the centre of this dagger, doubtless to give the coup ..
fast and far cannot be doubted since-^lid Xw go you?ways7 fear ?° • tb“ g»«V’ he 8a,d re' "I am come thus unkempt, Sir Hugh." stand, occupying a kind of tribune, saV grace, or so they thought.
3?? watchers note it—its speed, made it . Pothing However great may seem ofowilv,’ 7^ could pierce a C1^T® she sald’ "for’ ,not feehn6 well, I could the Doge Dandolo in state and with him. "Our man is murdered! ’’ yelled the c, 
shine like fire. That is caused by the rub- it gj gay to you_ {ear nothing. U..Ï7 il t?, d®. ”d not rlse early, to bid you goodby, since many nobles and captains, while to right! mon People, while those of the better « t
bing-of the.air wb«t aught travels through ai hear gj thjnKa sn0keu of b d, °f d t!e,yo.n<?'. x^e1'ior the ° . I am sure that ,we shall not meet again, and left the whole length of the course ! remained shamed and silent,
it vepi quickly. This night you have seen m( gt"„and here a 0£ human of }lethat blB head was ”0t to" and, however much that black browed tor the stand was very long, were packed i D,ck roae' and they groaned, think I
a meteor glow in the same |gShion only be- wjBtfylneg!| came into hig inhuman voice- %!Lrt „ - ■ D°ge may press it, I cannot go down a countless number of the best bom men , that a11 was done. But lo! stooping -
cause the air fretted it in its: passage. In believe them not When I am n Vfry£,We . ?'nd ? very mighty arm, yonder to gee my countryman butchered and women in Venice These however he helped the breathless Swiss, whom
the East whence I come we produce fire th“ haat” were but a tithe of the sp'tetors who ' ^ disarmed, to bis feet. Then, tak
just so. But let us be going for I have 8 Murgh the 1 * f Îî11" * should set, “This is indeed gracious of you, Lady encircled the whole Place of Arms in one i hlm hy the naPf of the neck' which v

Hripeti ^Yhat I do is decreed by Thaf which ^ "d ^  ̂** ^ ^ W“ ^ ^ ^ » i

way, having seen a map of the town which w greater than I, and if yon cou d under ‘‘God’s truth, not I!” exclaimed David. <;X"ot so Sir Hugh not so1 ’tis for your a ? ,,8° f ,, n , , I knife Dick thrust him before him -
a.traveler brought to the East. 1 studied ®*and it, lead®1bL^lb^o^Richlrd Te <<And for y0?r comfort- sir- know tkat sakes, in truth, since you remember^you ' tht pair Ll^and Saluted h?m8 whereon 1 they 'reached the tribune of the Do 
Stay let^hat'yout^iveme ÜzZrSnt" Atet^’l wiU L^he rid^ t&t you H^ght " ^ ^ b0"" ” " . ”«7® told wbat you would "lah don® he and Ms escort rose and saluted them | Pleased to tell the Illustrious.
and7Ü pottf to d!v^ Day who wore’a asked yourself upon the ship at Calais. T^Vnugh and Dick clothed themselves tHr"’ Ih®'? ^ trumpet eparod hri ld "'a

silk cloak like the others, "stece my for- The strength that made your black bow and 8aw t0 their veapone and maü, but money and othTr things of vl ue ! [«T, a 8,,COnd paVlh°” at , b® °thfr end return h m to his brother the Pag À
pitm drPHH mierht rPmArlr it did an instrument of doom made you who *}.;» tkpv -.nt. Ann flS „pt fporintr lest >ou nave “Kmey ana oLuei uimgs oi \«iiuv. ; 0f ti)e course appeared Cattrma, wearing! . *St g * loose its shafts and me who can out- ÎL ^htof U shouîd î^nt °f anDor’ dama8" ™ ' 8mCe ^ ^ ^ '

In a moment Day had stripped himself shoot you far. As an arrow travels that great heat, for although the day was TL nf ais" ! cened with gold, with a silver swan upon
of his light eilk-ïiooded gown, and in an- whither it is sent and there does its ap- .TO yoUng the iieat was terrible, more op- "‘Madam Ï will tell you when I return ” I th«%r'^ ^ a 8^an.
other moment it was on the person of pointed work, so do you travel and so do presajve indeed than any they had yet •[ n ,’ , .i ' 'very hne- ‘sn t it
Murgh,' though how it got there, when I, and many another thing, seen and un- known in Venice. ! “Nay nav «r Hugh pray do not re-‘to bls ™Mte.r’ , only ,thf tl“.1. h”pe be 8
they came to think -of it afterward, pone seen, and therefore I told you truly that Wben they were ready and David had turn Tlrn^’wto are gone had Lst keen i ;nS‘de tba stLee1' Ask *» see h,a facc b"" 
could remember. Still ,the yellow and red although we differ in degree yet are we them to see to the horse which de ' y , u ;,,t . h u i ' t,ri‘ y°u --k'iil master, 
headdress, the coal black silky furs, the one. Yes, even Murgh the Sword Murgh Creggi would rlde jn hig cbmbat with Cat- f ™hn«t J TheI nnv vm, 0n came Cattnna on a nob!e black horse,
yellow skirt, the gleaming pearls, all van- the Gate and that bent wand of yours trina Hugh. as became a God-fearing tril m» w hut 'H„ „ ,P15 ahL’'whlcb pawed and caracoled notwithstand-
ished beneath it. Nothing remained vis-'are one in the Hand that shaped and knight wh^ Sir Andrew Arnold had in. ‘f’"-®. pD°W’ d?' IZifc “ the beat- wh,le after him strode a gl
ible except the white fingerless gloves—, holas us both. . structed from childhood, crossed himself, , 8 , i ^ * • ht l 8 . , ' gantic figure, also clad from top to toe ini
Lhy .tb<w®reHfinferle88,and what ,1?ylwMc™hÎh^mboroZ^fromhthe°,îadr0he d°"'n and 8a’,d 'ÜS Prayera' wblTcb T am sut^l'shall tot understand, and if ! lofighantled btttleMe1"0617 brand'9hed
beneath them Hugh wondered—and the. wnicn ne nad Dorrowed t om tne iaa, ne that mormng were iong an(j earnest. In- ,, - h jn -, • , .r. long-handled battleaxe.
white shoes. , handed it to Hugh, and taking the oars, deed> he would have confessed himself also xJuvh leaned against a marble nillar in “Ambrosio!” said Dick. ‘‘Now I ought

Forward they went across the Place of r°wed away clad m his neb, fantastic cou^d? 0T1jy there was no Driest at ,, , ,, , inr.i.Pfi af i ; Hein- i *° as mu°h afraid as though that fel-
Atiïib, past the timber stand ornamented garb which now, as at first, could be seen jland who knew his language, Sir Geof- , , v-i o- p ' t v- l r l°w wore a yellow cap and a fur cape and
with banners, which Murgh stayed to con- ^ all. He rowed away, and for a while £rey'a chaplain being away. After watch- , , -i ” i { • * , pearls like another warrior that we met
template for an instant, until they came three whom he had left behind heard jng a ^hile even Gray Dick, whose o Ç V , ", q’hink ' ^ast nÎ8ht. Yet. to speak the'truth, I
to the mouth of the street, up which men soughing of the innumerable winds prayers were few, followed his example, ,k ?'-, • f , . ■ ’ v ' believe he has the fainter heart of the
had’ followed them, apparently with evii, th»t went ever with him, after which kneling in {ront of t,ig bow ^ though it a stomJch in g fi ht to the end?- two. Also if he swings that chopper about j The p00r Ambr0aj0> making ™
intentions. i not for ion, for presentiv IL®1® î"^ tb“.When' 'T know not, Geoffrey, but sure'’tis bet- a°Tmutcb hc n.8row tired. blundered forward among the ■-

Sir Murgh,” said Hugh, stepping for-! S*1™”, but not foi' Jong, for presently they had naen agam he sald: j h „ th matters settled for as To the multitude, however, the gallant , there vanished, and this was the
ward, “you had beet let me and my com- fr°?1 tba b”rders o£ the great canal into „you ^ that there is- none to shrive ôften ga dè®th is always ncar us " appearance of this pair, whom they looked Dick eyer Baw 01. hpard of him 
pamon, Gray Dick, walk first down this which lus skiff must enter rose sh°uts of wgj ma8terj but I hold otherwise, since " „ . madam y broke in Grav Dick who on as the champions of Y emce against for-1 although he waited there a while, ft" 
place lest you should come to harm When fear and rzge,. nearby at firsh wl,en it was told What company we kept n0 more of it ..death le always e,goers appealed not a little Amid clap- thc edge of hig axe and glaring about
we passed it a while ago we thought that ther and further off, till these too were , t night absolution might be lacking. ar to „ „f and egpeciaUy *> jn P'»g of hanÿ and evvm»! they ad- none 0f the captain's companions 
weheardrobbersbehmd us, and in Venice, lost m sdenc^ ^ which would weigh On you ,f not on me, Venice Jugt now Therefore, T pray you 'anced to the Doge s tribune and there : fora-ard to aécept his challenge,
as we are told such men use kmyes. | 0b' ^ w hat si, th£Tdreadful wbo'.a te,r what I have learned of Fath- ,t mfr_in ca6e we ghould live »a you made their salutations, which the IUus- ; At length, with a shrug of his should'

Thank you for your kmd warning, SivJ Day, who and what ns that areauiui Ntcholas and others, love but one ghould djn and al, about you—whether tnous acknowledged as he had those of | Dick turned, and. having taken back 1
°fim“î'think his name is Death” answered :pri®v^aEd h® pr*ary\i, M • f : you have-any commands, to give as to what th« Englishmen. . . . i bow and quiver from David, who "

the silk hood Hugh thought tbati he saw, Ittakta name m Death anmvered, “Vet it is well to- have: the blessing of ^ou,d bg wjth ld and aTtleles ,Then the heralds intervened and agam ; not conceal hig indecent joy at the utt.
his eyes smile, and seeing remembered all Hugh solemnly, while Dick nodded nis bead Holy Church ere Such a business as ours, of valm; Qr an megsageB to ieave for a11 the articles of combat were read and humiliation of Ambrosio. whom he hat. 
the folly of his talk. bu,L, nothmg' .. „ x .. . Dick; that, if it can be come by.” j fri_nd, Fneland ” translated, although to these, of which wlth a truly British nate, he strolled 1

“Yet I’ll risk these robbers. Do -you . Then we must die, went on David in “Mayhap, master. But for my part I, Th wj® uttered tbis grim je9t Dick tbey were weary, Hugh and Dick listened I where Hugh sat upon his horse, 
two and .the lad keep behind me,” he his terror ‘and I «O not fit to *e. am content with that of Murgh, which he , ^ hl'3 b the arm8and drew him httle' , Next tbe? were asked if they had
added m a sterner voice I think not, said nugn again. oe gave us> you may ^tnember, or so I un-, th h the donr But- afterward for a any objections to make, and with one j good earnest, for ’tis your turn. Ti

So they advanced down the narrow comforted. Death .has passed ua by. Only derstood him. Moreover, did he not teach j _ ‘ th t -hall"-be told he was sorrv voice answered. ”None.,, But on the ! saints save me such another cow hunt ii
street, the man called Murgh going first, be warned also and, as he bade you, say. tbat be and all are but mjnisters of Him ,, . , , paggad his lins although same question teing put to their adver- this hell's heat. Had I killed him at
Hugh, Gray Dick and the lad following nothing of all that you have heard and abovei Therefore I go straight to the head m thg bogt gjr Qeogrey apn)aùded him.,aaries thp Swiss, Ambrosio, said that he' I should be cooler now. but it came int 
meekly behind him. As they entered itsieeen. 'of the stair.” and 1* nodded toward the • tbat lng iadv'a melancholy had wlth whom he must fight appeared to be j my mind to let the hound live. Indeef
shadows a low whistle sounded, but noth- Death himself Ill say nothing lor “and am content to skip ail the steps bevond all bearing "MB-ttiitAhe did' artiled with a bow. which was against the! to speak trqth. I thought that I bear
ing happened for a while. When they had i my life s sake, he replied faintly, tor he wbjcb are called priests and altars and ,je but prate to him about his will and ' artlc*ea- Thereon Dick handed the bow ' thc voice of Murgh behind me. sayinc 
traversed abont half its length, howler, was shaking in every limp. ! Popes and saints and suchlike folk, living AV.|lat coior 0f marble he desired for hislan<^ Quiver to David, bidding him guard ■ ‘Sparc/ and knew that I must obey.”
men, five or six of them in all, darted out] Then they walked up the s*ree^ ! or dead, for if# Murgh’s wisdom be true,1 j them until he asked for them again as he j “I hope he will say nothing of the so

«of the gloom of a gateway and rushed at; yard dôoiv As they w-ent Hugh asked Dick ag j think, these afe but garnishings to i A ft,"er a ionrnev that seemed lomr to would -his own life. In the event of his ; to me presently,” answered Hugh, “if !• 
them. The faint li^ght Showed that they what it was that he had m his mind as a the dish which can well be spared by the q-* , , • « . t v business death, however, David was to give them1 is here, which I doubt. Why. what is ’
were masked and gleamed upon the blue mark for the arrow that Murgh had shot, hungry soul.” lover thev came to the Place of Arms 1 to Sir Hugh, or, if they both should die,' now? Those gold coated marshals a •
steel of the daggers in their hands. Two that arrow which to his charmed sight bad; “Mayhap,"’ Hugh : answered dubiously, T, •’ f ,v however was not the! to his own master, Sir Geoffrey. All ot ! talking again.”
of these men struck at Murgh with their seemed to rush over Venice like a flake °f;f0r faith in such matters was that of game w^;ch tw had followed on the pre-j these things David promised to do. Talking they were, evidently at thc
knives, while the others tried to pass him, „ , | his time, “yet were I you, Dick, I’d not ( yi-oüg n;ght, since, leaving the short way! Next followed a long discussion as to : stance of Cattrina, or his counsellors,
doubtless to attack his companions, but ‘Til not tell you. Master, answered, preach that philosophy too loud lest the t f fh t n. whether the four of them were to fight ; had raised some new objections, which S
failed. Why they failéd Hugh and Dick Dick, ‘lest you should thipk me madder priesta and Popes should have something traversed tuev rowed from one 0f t;ie in pairs, Cattrina and Ambrosio against ■ Geoffrey stepped forward to explain
never knew. All they saw was that Murgh than I am, which tonightvwould be very to gay to it—and the saints also, for aught canals ^to the harbor itself where thev Hugh and Dick simultaneously, or whether! them.. But Hugh would not even hear In
stretched out his white gloved hand, and mad indeed. Stay, though, 111 tel Uavi j know, since I have always heard that ioined hv manv other boats which Ambrosio was to fight alone with Dick out.
they fell back. _ her®, lhat he may be a witness to m,' they not t0 be kft out of ouf «- ! Z”ted for th^i ,e on' to the q«T, and Cattrina with Hugh Upon Cattrina

The men who had struck at "him fell folly, mad he cÿled the young man °|counç with heaven.” * ! Hugh saw at once that the death ship and Ambrosio being asked their wishes ' cern,-’ he said, in an angry voice, “that
back also, their daggers dropping to the him and spoke with him apart. I ‘Well, if so,” answered Dick. “I’ll quote Li ht t- th F , d incal ’ the former said that he desired to fight aiq ready to fight him as he will, on hor
ground, and fled away, followed by then- Then thgy unlocked the courtyard gate ' gt Margh to them,-who is a very fitting tio ,v said as much to Sir Geoffrey alone, as he feared lest the English, or on foot, with lance 01 sword, or axe
companions, all except one, whom Murgh and entered the house by the kitchen door patron for an afther," and once agam he, “Yes'' he answered "one of mv rowers archer, if he overcame Ambrosio, should «agger, or any or all of them, in me
had seized. Hugh noted that he was a as it chanced quit» unobserved, for now all lancM| t the helm and tbe arrow with t u ’ that thpy huVe towed har to au turn on him also or perhaps hamstring or without it: or, if it pleases him, stn,
taU, thin fellow and that, unlike the rest, the knew thM ’they ha'd 80metbing unlike f®ar ™ Ms C°,d ®y®' island out at ^ sVnce the stench from his ho^e. i ^ to the shirt. Only let him settle
he had drawn no weapon, although it was household none ever knew that they had, Then they went down tQ the eatlng hgr ho[da ^ th^ cou]d b borne Then the Englishmen were asked what swiftly, since unless the sweat runs int-
at hts signal that the other bravoes rushed been outside its walls that night sanee chamber> where they had been told that But how did know tbat ehe lay at thig they wished and replied that they did not m>' eyes and dims them, it seems to nv 
on. This-man Murgh seemed to hold with one saw them go °r return, and Sir Geoff breakfagt wou]d be ready for them at particular quay 8ir Hugh»" X care how it was arranged, being ready to ! tliat B1ght 15 comln8 before »s, n°<>n
one hana while with the other he ripped rey and his lady thought that they had clock, and there found Sir P .. r thought y’u 6al/ a0 - he ftn8WPred tight either together or separately, as the I "Y°a ar= ri8bt' answered Sir Ueoffrei
the mask off bis face, turning him so that retired to their chamber. | Geoffrey awaiting them. carelessly add ng to change the sTbîect I Doge might decree. ’ "this gathering gloom ,s ominous and fea,

They came to the door of their room.. ^ ^ glept wellj sir our fro/’w«l n“8Lk for “ i The end of it was that after long con- £«1 I think that some awesome tempe-;
Hugh,” he said. “You were a wise knight tators,” and he pointed to the thousands ! sulfations with sundry experts in such | must b(-“ to burst. A so it see
to go to rest so early, having before you wh0 were already gathered upon the great, matters the Moat Illustrious decided that Cattrina ias no s oma
such a trial of your strength and man- tilting ground. the Captains Ambrosio and Richard the fra>'. clsce he would not raise so _ ma,
hood, and, so to speak, the honor of pur, -\f0, no, all Venice will be there, for Arfcher should first engage on foQt, and j po™tB llf mart,al a" an ™®“m'

i King upon your hands.” those people love a show, especially if there, when that business was settled the two! d„11' pT1ÇmF lls, r0", . , a
j “Very well, indeed, thank you, sir,” be death m it.“ | knights should take their places in the ; handkerchief, he returned to dcln., t

answered Hugh. “And you?' \ “Mayhap, they will see more of him than | arena. message.
1 the room Dick walked i ‘'oh, ill, extremely ill. 1 do not know they wish before all is done,” muttered' So the end of it was that more than. ,, pï, , ug 1 aT'1‘ ® ’ , u,.;cbj

once to the windowplace, looked and laugh- . wbat 18 #be >?a^r ^ a™® ^emj mU ^ray,Dick’ pau3‘ng fr0.™ the ta^k-of whet-half an hour after the combat should have ‘oüîd fiJ Ko further loophole for argi 
, x-,,1 either, whereof the very air seems pois- ting his axes edge with a little stone he begun Dick and the gigantic Ambrosio ti - - T, ,

6 “Tiv Q_rAXEr TniaflPfJ ” Vwx enirl “nr1 oned. Feel the heat and see tbe haze! carried in his pouch. Then he replaced found themselves standing face to face ™ent“ 1GÎ saw, mGrcoxe ' - . .
rather"' he added doubtfully, “the target a is most unnatural. M^easer. although the axe in its hanger and, drawing Hugh’s waiting for the signal to engage, the Swiss of office.

„ m your bed doubtless you saw it not, a sword from its sheath, began to give some shouting threats and defiance and Gray . • . ? , , , ,, 1
IS‘d^hat target?” asked-Hugh wearily, fqr great ball of bl?®trteht ™it b"a*,toucbes ,to , ita "f* 8aying: “ick. F™™6 and watchln8 him out of thewght. asd’spike in a ban:

myself and must pay the price. Step leads'now he desired sleep more than he had ever the c,ty la^ u‘8bt, So bngb^a8 14 £bF‘ l'ath®. Sir Andrew Arooid blessed ,t, : his haU shut eyes. ' voice to Cattrina and his squires. Next,
to step, and he who runs may not stop, done in all his life. Then he turned, the even in a darkened room each of us could which should be enough but Milan steel is, A length ,t came m the shape of a U mQre ^ titlee of the combatant-
upon them.” taper in his hand ,and started back sud- «e the color of the other s eyes Later hard and tins old battle blade will bite single blast upon a trumpet. Now. seeing rea(, and their cau5e of combat. anil

“No, Priest Nicholas, since ever they I denly, pointing to something which hung too, there came a thin streak o ilame none the worse lor an extra sharpening, that Dick stood quite still, not even raie- thig went on Hugh bade Dick bind
grow more narrow and more steep. Yet'upon his bedpost that stood opposite to that seemed to alight on or about this Go for h,s throat, master, go for bfs throat,, mg h,s axe, the Swiss advanced and ab hj ri ht arm a certain red ribbon 
at the foot of them is the dark abyss, and, I the window. , very house, and indeed I thought I heard the mail is always thinnest there. ! struck a mighty blow at him, which Dick Eve had given him. saying
Murderer Nicholas, you have reached the! “Who nails his helm upon my bed?” he! a sound aa of lron eU-.klng upon iron, but Gods truth, what a gnm man. ex- avoided by stepping aside. Recovering ; ^ t0 f ht wearing his lady's favor
last of all your steps Look at me!” and!,aid. “Is this a challenge from some-could find no cause for it. claimed Sir Geoffrey, and so thought all himself agam. Ambrosio struck and this Dj k ob d muttering that he thong!
with one hand he threw back his hood. knight of Venice?” ] "Wondrous happenings, sir, said Gray that boat and m those around them.,blow Dick caught upon his sh,eld, then. h hum0-rg {ooligh and that a knic

Next instant they saw Nicholas rush Dick stepped forward and looked. I Dick. “Glad am I that we were not with At least, they looked at lnm askance as he as though he were afraid began to re-, mi ht as well WPar , woman's petticoat
staggering down the street, screaming with I “An omen, not a challenge, I think.! you, lest the sight of mem should have whetted and whetted and then, plucking treat, slowly at first, but afterward faster k. ribbo but by llOW_ so dim had t!
terror as he went.. Then, as all the bravoes1 Come and see for yourself,” he said. j made us fearful on this morning o e ^ out one of his paie îairs from ‘s ea • : till his walk broke into a run. . b bj. grown, he could scarce see to tie the
had gone, they continued their march,, This was what Hugh saw. Fixed to the ! combat. . , i let it fall upon the edge of the steel, which At this sight all that mighty audience |
filled with reflections, till they came to1 post by a shaft which pierced it and the' “W ondrous happenings mdee . rien severed it m twain. | set up a hooting. “Coward! Dog! Pig of, dndeed the weather was very strange
the little landing stage where they had carved olive wood from side to side, was Richard, ’ said 6ir Geoffrey excitedly, but There! That 11 do, said Gray Dick an Englishman! they yelled, and the From the dark, lowering sky above a
left the boat. It was still there, though ! the helm that they had stripped from the you have not heard the half of them l ie cheerfully, as he returned the long sword louder they yelled the more quickly did 1Me blackne9s sank downward 
the boatman was not. j body of Sir Pierre de la Roche, the helm herald, who has just been here with the to its sheath, and God help this Cattrina. Gray Dick run, till at last even Hugh ! t, thp cl<mds themselves were fid

“Let us borrow this boat,” said Murgh.1 0f Sir Edmund Acour which Sir Pierre had final articles of your fray signed by the say I, for he comes to his last battle. That grew puzzled, wondering what was in his . q{ their own weight while from th"
“As from my stud of the map I know worn at Creey and Dick had tumbled out Doge and Cattrina, has told me much that is unless he runs away, he added, after mmd and • hoping that he would change s<;a 
these water paths, will be steersman and 0f his sack in the presence of the Doge I can scarce believe. He says that the reflection. . ; 't soon. So the audience hooted, and bkc w-aves.
that tongue-tied lad shall row and tell, before Cattrina's face. On his return to great galley from this port which is called ' They landed and were received by her- Gray Dick ran and the giant Swiss lum- f d voic,, for althoagh it wa8 so ™ 
me if 1 go wrong. First I will take you the house of Sir Geoffrey Carleon Dick had. 'Light of the East,' drifted up to thc quay a da blowing trumpets and conducted j bered along after him, bellowing trium-. . moaned „ though in pain. The gr, a-
to the house where 1 think you said you set it down in the'centre of the open win-: at the Place of Anns last night on her through a great multitude of people with phantly and brandishing his battleaxe,, raultitllde began to murmur, and tie
lodged, and thence go to seek friends of dowplace and left it there when they went return voyage from Cyprus tiled with dead much pomp and ceremony to a pavilion, which it was noted, never seemed to be. { liftcd upward toward thc sky. gr- 
my own in this city who will show me out to surrey the ground where they must and with no living thing aboard her save which had been pitched tor them, where, quite long enough to reach his flying foe. , ,, wbde Fear, thev knew not
hospitality.” j fight upon the morrow. | the devil in a yellow robe and a many they ,most arm and make ready. ! When this bad gone on for two or ^h t/had got hold o{ them. A

They glided on down the long canals in Having studied it for a moment, Dick hued headdress like a cockscomb with a This then they did helped or hindered three minutes Gray Dick stumbled and | ; , .i]]v.
utter silence that was broken only bv the, went to the door and called to David. red eye in it. He swears that this fiend by bowing squires whose language they fell, and the Swiss, who was following ■ . thom fi ht and , done \v,.
soft dipping, of the oars. The night was! “Friend," he said, standing between him'landed, and that the mob set on him could not understand fast, tripped and fell over him heavily, ,lome êre the tempegt y-,■ ,
ouÿewhat' cÔoler now, for the Bursting of and the bed. so that he could see nothing, whereon two, some say three, other devils, At length when it lacked but a quarter whereon the multitude shouted. The first trumpet blew and thc tor-f

tbe great meteor seemedUmW cleared “what was it that just now I told you clad in long black» gowns, appeared out to the hour of nine David Day led Hugh s ‘Foul play. A dirty foreign trick! I f h knigbt8, which whinnied unca-i'
the ait, or perhaps tbe gentle breeze that ' Was in my mind when yonder Murgh ask- of the water and drove them back. Also, horse into the wide entrance of the pa\ il-. In an instant Dick was up again and ^ to tlieir stations The
Jiad-sprung up, blowing f om the open sea,! ed me at what target he should shoot with it seems that this same cockscombed Satan ion where they examined its armor, bridle, had leapt upon the prostrate Swiss as aU tn t blew and tbe knigbts lai-l th,
te'Tv erfed it^jBti^inff. heat. . ! my bow on the Place de Arms?"’ stole a boat and rowed about the city selle and trappings. thought to kill hyn. But instead the j jn rest. Then ere the third trnm
' Sd itwcame about that although it grew “A knight's helm,” answered David, afterward, but now none can find him,, “The beast sweats already, said Hugh only thing he did was to get behind him ; couM gotmd suddenlv the davkn( _

jate many people wére gathered on thc “which stood in the window of your room although they have'got the boat.” ; “and so do J, who, to tell the truth, dread and kick him with his foot until he also j mjdnj<r)lt swallowed all the scene,
rivas or on the balconies of the fine houses at the Ambassador's house—a knight’s hel- “Then they can be well satisfied,” said this heat more than Cattrina s sword. Pray rose, whereat some laughed and others, groped his wav to Hugh's si
which they passed, for the most part met that had a'swan for its crest.” Hugh, “since "its owner has lost nothmg that they get to the business quickly, ^or who had bet upon their champion, groan- wbere you are,”‘ he said, “the
doubtless discussing the travelling star “You hear?” said Dick to Hugh; “now but the hire, which with Satan at the shall melt like butter on a hot plate. ed._ I 0f the world "is here: let us meet it V
that had been seen in the sky. Or perhaps come, both of you, and see. What Is that oars is better than might be hoped. Per-, lhen lus lance was given to him, a lance Now the Swiss, having lost his shield men flnd together.”
they had already heard rumors of the which hangs upon the bedpost? Answer haps he was not there after all, Sir Geof- that was sharp and strong, and when that in his fall, rushed at Dick, grasping his; “.^vc ” answered Hugh and 1'is v
strange visitor who had come to Venice, yon, David, for perhaps my sight is be- fiey.” j had been tested by them both Hugh mount- axe with both hands. As before the Eng- i hollow through his closed
although, however fast such news may tiy, witched.” I “I know not, but at least the galley cd the gray and at the agreed sjgnal of lishraan avoided the blow, but for thc
this seemed scarcely probable. At the least “A knight’s helm,” answered David, ‘Light of the East’ is there, for ever since single blast upon a trumpet walked first time lie struck back, catching the

the string. there they were, men and women, talking “bearing the crest of a floating swan and the dawn, they have been taking the dead slowly from the-pa\ llion, Dick going at his giant on the shoulder, though not very
“Now think with vour mind and shoot earnestly, and about them .the three Eng- held there by an arrow which has pierced out of her to bury them, and of these side on foot. . j heavily. I hen with a shout of ot.

with vour heart," he said in his cold voice, lishmen noted a strange thing. ‘ tbe swan.” they say things too terrible to repeat, ■ At their coming a shoot went up from - George and England, he went m at him.
and saving drew and loosed as though As their boat slipped by some influence I “What was the arrow like which I gave for no doctor can tell of what sickness the assembled thousands, for in truth t Hither and thithei sprang Dick, now 
, ’ hazard’ seemed to pass from it to the minds of to one Murgh, master?” asked Dick they died, never having seen its like, seemed, as fair Geoffrey had said that a. 1 out of reach of the axe of the ..wiss. and ,
Out toward Venice leaned the shaft witn all these people. Their talk died out and again. ’ . For my part I pray it may. not be catch-j the folk in Venice were gathered on that now beneath lus guard. But even as he The Duke of Argyll on the ,th inst. p.

a rushing sound like that of wings and as was succeeded by a mome and heavy sil-, “It was a war arrow having two black ing. J Place- V lien they had finished shouting sprang he delivered blow upon blow, each, formed ie o; in ig eremony of t ic n.
it seemed to the watchers light tent with ence. They looked at it as though wonder- feathers and thc third white but check- Were I the Doge I would have towed the people began to criticize, finding much , harder than the last till there appeared wing of the Salvation Army home for m "
t for it traveled like a beam of light Far ing why a sight so usual should draw «red with four black spots and a smear her out to sea and scuttled her, cargo and in the appearance of this pair that moved scars and rents m the fine white mail. 1 at Bermondsey. London, and spoke m ap-
nvertL city it traveled describing a their eyes. Then after a few irresolute mo- of brown,” answered Hugh. I all. Well, well, enough of these wild their ready w,t. Indeed there was little Soon ,t became clear that the great Swiss preo,alive terms oi the work earned on
mighty arc such as no arrow ever ile-.v ments the groups on the footpaths separ- \ “Then is that the arrow, master, which tales, of which God alone knows the show about them, for Hugh s plain armoi, | was overmatched and spent. He breathed ; b> Die - on - miv. __________
before then sank down and vanished be- ated and went their ways without bidding' this MurgK loosed from more than a mile truth. Come, eat, if you can, in this heat, which lacked all ornament or inlay « as heavjly, lus stro es grew wh . lie oven ,

nd s’ome palaro tower each Other good night. As they went many away?” We, must be on the Place of Arms by worn with war and travel and l„s horse balanced, recovered himself and at last I fhe announcement ,a made hat the king
"a vwÏÏi bow/’ said the shooter of them made that sign with their fingers' Hugh examined it with care. Thrice he half-past eight. You and the captain go came along as soberly as if it were going'm Ins-turn began to fly m good earnest, mil visit Malta at the cud of January.
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CHAPTER XIII(Continued. ) as

“Aye,” answered the Man in a new 
voice, a great voice that semed to fiU the 
air like the mutter of distant thunder, 
“I am Murgh, Gate of the Gods, and 
since you have striven to defend Murgh, 
he who is the friend of all men, although 
they know it not, will above all be your 
friend and the friend of those you love.”

He stretched out his long arms and laid 
his white gloved hands for an instant, 
one of them upon Hugh's head and one 
on the shoulder of Gray Dick, who hat 
upon the pillar of stone.

Hugh muttered, “I thank you/* not 
knowing whAt else to say, but in his heart 
he wondered what kind of friendship this 
mighty and awful being would show to 
him and his. Perhaps he might hold that 
the truest kindness would be to remove 
him and them from the miseries of a 
sinful world.

If Murgh read his thoughts he only an
swered them with' that smile of his cold 
eyes which was more awful than the 
frown of any mortal man. Turning his 
head slowly he began to edntemplate Dick 
sitting on his stone.

“If I had a son,” he said, ”by that face 
of yours you might be be.”

"Perchance,” answered Dick, "since I 
never knew for certain who my father 
urçkv- Only I have always- heard that Life 
beg$t6, not Death.”

'Death! You honor me with a great 
name. Well, life and death are one, and 

and I are one with the m<ym and 
stars above you and many other 

things and beings that you cannot see. 
Therefore, the begetter and the begotten 
are one in the Hand that holds them all.”

"Aye,” answered Dick, “and so my bow 
and pare one, I’ve often thought it. Only 
you -nearly made me one with my own ar
row, which is closer kinship than I seek,” 

i and he touched the cut upon his chin. 
“Since you are so wise, my father, or my 
son, tell me, what is the Hand that holds 
them all?”

"Gladly. Only if I do, first,! must ask 
you to die, then—say in a minute or two 
—you shall know.”

Dick peered at him doubtfully, and 
said:

one who was in my power from the ’ : 
Only when he gets home I pray that 1 
will look at his back in a glass and ; 
which of us it is that has been bea' • 
to a pulp.' Let him return thanks 
to his patron saint, who put pity in 
heart, so that I did not cut him : 
collops, as I promised; for know, sir, th 
when I walked out yonder it was my : 
pose to hew off his hands and shorten ! 
at the knees. And stay—one word n,
If yonder boaster has more brothers 

1 really wish to fight, I’ll take them 
: by one and swear to them that this tin - 
i I’ll not give back a step unless I’m v 
: ried.”

inted on his shield, 
said Gray Dick

a
“Do you indeed yield and accept -, 

Englishman’s mercy?” asked the Do;.
a stern voice.

that be so I. think Ill wait for the 
answer, which 1 am sure to learn soon 
or late.”

“Ah! Many men have thought the same, 
and you have sent some to seek it, have 
you not, being so good an archer? For 
instance, that was a long shaft you sent 
before Crecy fray at the filthy fool who 
mocked your English host and who doubt
less now’ knows the answer to your rid
dle.”

“Who told ' you of that?” asked Dick, 
springing up.

“A friend of rhifle who was in the bat
tle. He a^id. also that your name 
Richard the Archer/’

“A/friend! I believe that you were there 
yourself, as, if you are'- Death/ you may 
Avel! have been.”

“Perhaps you are riebt, Richard. Have 
I not just told you that wè all are one; 
yes, even the slayer and the slain- There- 

, fore, if my friend was there, I w^aa there, 
and if you were there I» was 'there, and it 
was my hand that drew yonder great black 
bow of yours, and my eye that guided 
the straight shaft which laid the foul 
mouthed jester low. Why, did' you 

' sa^r as much yourself whenv your master 
here bade farewell6 to his father on the 

nsHip at Cal am? Whàt were the -words?
• Ofe- ?T yémetnber them. You wondered
* how One I may not name,” and he bow
ed his solemn head, “came to make that 
black botv of vours and you ‘the Death

;that draws* it.’”
Now at length Gray Dick’s courage gave

y “The jest is done, master, and now f

“Tell the man and all whom it may

out.
“Of no man upon earth am I afraid,”' he 

said, "but from you, 0 god or devil, who 
read the secret hearts of men and hear 
their secret words, my blood flows back
ward as it did when first my eyes Jell on 
you. You would kill me because I dared 
to shoot at you 
torture; It is unworthy of. a knight, even 

; if he took his accolade in hell,” and be 
îplaced his hands over his eyes and stood 
before him with bent head waiting for the 
en<L

“Why give me such high names, Richard 
ithe fatherless, when you have heard two 
thumbler ones? Call me Murgh, as do my 

1 friends. Or call me the Gate, as do those 
who as yet know me less well. But talk 
not of gods or devils, lest suddenly one 

; of them should answer you. Nay, man,
' have no fear. Those who seek Death he 
; often flees, as I think he flees from you 
tonight. Yet, let us see if we cannot send

* a longer shaft, you and I, than that which 
!we loosed on Crecy field. Give me the
* bow.”
' Dick, although he had never suffered liv
ing man to draw it before, handed» him the 
/black bow, and with it a war shaft, which 
Ühe drew from his quiver.
I "Tell me, Archer Dick, have you any 
! enemy in this town of Venice? Because, 
/if bo, vre might try a shot at him.” 
f- “One or two, Gate Murgh,” answered 
^Dick, “but whatever your half of me, may 
?do, my bit of you does not love to strike 
[down men by magic in the dark.”

“Well said and better thought. Then 
bethink you of something that belongs to

* an enemy that will serve as well for a test 
rof shooting. Ah! I thank you, well though
again. Yes, I see the mark, though ’tis 
far, is it not? Now set your mind on it. 
But stay! First, will you know this arrow 
again?”

“Surely,” answered Dick, “I made it my
self; moreover, though two of the feathers.:

black, the third is white with four 
black spots and a little splash of browm 
Look on it, Sir Hugh; it cannot be mis
took.”

Hugh looked and nodded; speak he could 
not for the life of him.

Then Murgh began to play a little with 
the bow, and, oh! strange and dreadful 
was the music that came from its string 
beneath the touch of his gloved fingers. It 
sung like a harp and wailed like a woman, 
so fearfully that the lad Day, who all this 
while stood by aghast, stopped his ears 
with his fingers and Hugh greyned. Then 
this awful archer swiftly set the arrow on

the light shone on him.
Hugh and Dick saw the face and knew David still with them, for the place where 

it for that.of the priest who had accom-jhe slept was at the end of this same pas- 
panied Acour to England, he who had1 sage.
drugged Red Eve and read the mass efi “Bide here a while,” said Dick to him. 
marriage over her while she was drugged. | “My master and I may have a word to

“Who are you?” asked Murgh, in his [say to you presently.” 
light, cold voice,. “By your face a priest, j Then they lit tapers from a little Roman 
I think, one who serves some God of love lamp that burned all night in tbe passage 
and mercy. And yet you come upon this 
ill errand as a captain of assassins. Why 
do you seek to do murder, O priest of the 
God of mercy?”

Now some power seemed to drag the 
answer from Father Nicholas.

“Because I must,” he said. “I have sold

Well, kill, but db not

-

that he

great rolls of vapor came sweeping 
Also this sea itself had

:

:

“without doubt it is the end of thc woi’ ! 
and Murgh. the Minister, has been s< f 
to open the doors of heaven and hell. «■ d 
have mercy on us all!”

(To be continued.)
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